INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIVE FAMILIES OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI
Newsletter   October, 2004

 


OCTOBER  MEETING: SIXTH ANNUAL ADOPTION FAIR

 

OCTOBER 23, 2004
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM
COX MEDICAL CENTERS SOUTH

 

This year, the annual fair will be for adoption only, as the infertility clinics did not wish to come.  It is also a couple of weeks early, as no November dates were available at Cox South.  

 

The fair will provide information on all types of adoption: private, agency, state, and international adoption.    The fair will feature informational exhibits by agencies, adoption lawyers, support groups, and adoption-related businesses and services; and speakers presenting topics on adoption.  It is a wonderful opportunity to promote international adoption, and to find families for children waiting in orphanages and foster homes in many countries.  This event is our most important community service as a support group.  Its success depends on participation by as many of our adoptive families as possible.

 

PLEASE call or email me to let me know if you can help for an hour or two with:
*packing bags with informational materials    on Thursday Oct 21, at 7 pm
*setup on Friday Oct 22 7-9 pm
*registration table
*support group table
*child care
*book sale table
*cleanup at 1 p.m.
Or just to wander round and answer questions from prospective parents about your adoption experience.

 

Email jgerard95@aol.com, or call 882-2516. If you leave a message, please specify job and times you want. Childcare is provided, and refreshments will be available. We will have a playroom for children under 4, and activities for the older children on the stage at the auditorium.                   

 

IMPORTANT: In these last 2 weeks, our most urgent need is for more publicity.  If you know of anyone in the media who could publicize this event, please let us know.  
Please spread the word yourselves, too: tell everyone you know who might be thinking about adopting! 
 Attached to this newsletter is the flyer.  Please copy and post as many as you can in your community.  WE NEED:

 

1. Used books
Many of us buy books on how to adopt early in the adoption process.  If you no longer need them, now that your adoptions are complete, please consider donating them to our new and used book sale.  Pickup can be arranged.

 

2. Large toys for the playroom
We need to borrow a few large toys suitable for infants and toddlers in our children's playroom, such as a small slide, large plastic blocks, etc. If you can lend us some, please bring them either on Friday evening, or by 9 a.m. on Saturday. 


ADOPTIVE PARENTS NEEDED FOR SURVEY NATIONAL ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH
POST-ADOPTION DEPRESSION SURVEY
Graduate students in the Clinical Psychology program at Madonna University are conducting research on Post Adoption Depression (PAD) in the adoptive mother. As students - and as mothers - they are interested in the many challenges, as well as opportunities, faced by adoptive mothers.

 

PAD is currently an insufficiently researched disorder that may affect thousands of women. The lack of information and research on this syndrome affect more than just the mother: it has a ripple effect that touches the entire family. One purpose of this study is to uncover the predictive factors that increase the chances of a woman experiencing PAD. Understanding the factors that might contribute to the onset of PAD could help prepare a woman who is at high risk of developing this disorder. Another purpose of this research is to improve education regarding PAD. As knowledge grows about PAD, hopefully women will not suffer through this alone, they will gain an understanding about what they are going through, and it will decrease the amount of stress on the family.

 

If you have adopted a child within the last three years, you are eligible to participate in this study.

 

Please click on  http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2QQVBRDL 

 

and follow the prompts to complete the survey. The survey will take approximately 20 minutes to complete and is completely anonymous. You are asked to please complete the survey only one time. The survey will be open for responses from September 1, 2004 through October 31, 2004.

 

It is important that this research includes information from adoptive mothers who feel that they suffer, or suffered, from PAD as well as from adoptive mothers who feel that this disorder does not apply to them. Thank you for your time and assistance in furthering the study of this important syndrome.

 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 

Mark these dates on your calendar!  We are notifying you now of these events, so you can plan ahead to attend them.

 

October 23 9:00 AM-1 PM Adoption Fair at     Cox South Auditorium and  Meeting Rooms 1-3

 

November 13 6:00 PM.  SMSU International Banquet at the Student Union

 

December 11 6:30 PM.  Holiday Party at the Joe and Diana Smith's home (note new location this year)

 

February 12, 11:00 AM, Lunar New Year Party at First Baptist Church, Ozark
  
March 12, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Mentoring Moms Seminar at Hammons Heart Institute

 

June 4, 4:00 -8:00 PM, Family Picnic at Phelps Grove Park

