ADOPTION RECOGNITION AND NAME CHANGE

Missouri's adoption law recently changed to allow adoption recognition instead of readoption, in cases where adoptions have been completed in the child's country of origin.  Neither is obligatory if adoption has been finalized there, but many agencies and adoption lawyers strongly recommend either to guarantee fully the child's legal rights under U.S. law in matters of inheritance, etc, and to provide American adoption papers. The legal name change is needed for filing for citizenship.  It gives your child the first names you have chosen, and your surname.  As part of the process, you get the Missouri birth certificate, without having to get another notarized translation of your documents done here, and you can order as many as you want.   A Missouri birth certificate is very useful in any situation where your child will need to show a birth certificate.  Your child might have difficulties getting an acceptable copy from the country of origin.

Adoption recognition is much cheaper and easier than readoption; indeed, you can do it yourself without a lawyer, total cost $177 or less for the adoption recognition and name change, and $10 per copy for the Missouri birth certificates.

Lori Kallaher and Brock Shealy used their own legal expertise to prepare the legal papers, but they used a lawyer in Brock's firm, and never went to court.  Jessica Gerard and David Gutzke used their paperwork to create their own, and filed it themselves. On July 16 1998, about a month after filing, they went with the girls to the Family Court, and represented themselves in a brief but very happy proceeding; they even got a photo opportunity with the judge!

Here's how you do this:

1. Get copies of the Petition for Judgement and Decree of Recognition of Adoption and for Change of Name, and the Judgement and Decree of Recognition of Adoption and for Change of Name from Jessica Gerard (the disk if you want to change it directly on your computer) and alter it with your child's specific information. This material is in lime green.  Omit the orange change of name material if that is not needed

2. Take completed paperwork, and all original adoption and immigration documents, to the clerk at Juvenile Services  (1111 N. Robberson if you will be using the Springfield court), or your county court.  You will be asked to pay anything from $60 to $167, depending on the office..  Lita Bishop is the person in charge in Springfield.  If you encounter an obstructive and uncooperative response from a county clerk who has never dealt with this before, Jessica Gerard has copies of the legislation, and you can contact Roseann Bentley, who sponsored this legislation.

3. Fill in the Certificate of Decree of Adoption sent when you get your court date.

4. When summoned to court, take all the original adoption and immigration documents (the judge must see them), plus the Certificate, your checkbook and your camera.  You order Missouri Birth Certificates there.  You will be in court about 10 minutes.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF GREENE COUNTY, MISSOURI

DIVISION 4

In Re:
)
)

SARAH MEI LING SMITH
)

Case No.              
)

DAVID S. SMITH and
)

JESSICA S. SMITH,
)
)




   Petitioners.
)

PETITION FOR JUDGMENT AND DECREE OF RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN

ADOPTION AND FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Petitioners, David s. Smith and Jessica S. Smith, pursuant to §453.170, RSMo. (effective August 28, 1997), for their petition for a judgment and decree of recognition of the foreign adoption of their child and for change of name state:


1. 
Petitioners were married on the 17th day of March 1985, and are now living together as husband and wife at 4332 South Oak Street, Springfield, Missouri 65804.


2.  
The child who is the subject of this proceeding is Sarah Mei Ling Smith, who was born on November 30, 1996, in Guilin, China.

Count I

Petitions incorporate by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 and 2, above.


3. 
Attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference is a certified copy of the Decree of Adoption for Sarah Mei Ling Smith, showing that on October 30, 1997, Petitioners adopted such child under the laws of the country of China.

4. 
Attached hereto as Exhibit and incorporated herein by a
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reference is a copy of the documentation from the United States Department of Justice and the United States Department of Immigration and Naturalization which shows that the child lawfully entered the United States.


5.
Petitions desire to change such child's name from Yang Mei Ling to Sarah Mei Ling Smith.


WHEREFORE, Petitions pray that pursuant to §453.170, RSMo., the court (1)recognize and. give effect to the Decree of Adoption of China and grant a judgment and decree of recognition of the adoption; (2) adjudge and decree that as of and from the date of October 30, 1997, such child be deemed and held for every purpose the lawful child of David S. Smith and Jessica S. Smith, Petitioners, as fully as though born to them in lawful wedlock; (3)adjudge and decree that such adoption shall have the same force and effect as adoption under the remaining provisions of §453, RSMo., including all inheritance rights; and (4)adjudge and decree that the name of such child be change from Yang Mei Ling to Sarah Mei Ling Smith.







By                      







  David S. Smith








  4332 South Oak St








  Springfield, MO  65804








  Phone: 417/835-2550
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STATE OF MISSOURI
)





)  ss.

COUNTY OF GREENE
)

The undersigned, having first been duly sworn upon his oath, states that he is a Petitioner named in the above and foregoing Petition for Judgment and Decree of Recognition of Foreign Adoption and for Change of Name and that the facts stated therein are true according to his best knowledge and belief.








DAVID S. SMITH

Subscribed and sworn to before me this       day of                1998.








Notary Public

STATE OF MISSOURI
)





)  ss.

COUNTY OF GREENE
)

The undersigned, having first been duly sworn upon her oath, states that she is a Petitioner named in the above and foregoing Petition for Judgment and Decree of Recognition of Foreign Adoption and for Change of Name and that the facts stated therein are true according to her best knowledge and belief.








JESSICA S. SMITH

Subscribed and sworn to before me this       day of                1998.








Notary Public
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF GREENE COUNTY, MISSOURI

DIVISION 4

In Re:
)

)

SARAH MEI LING SMITH
)

Case No.              
)

DAVID S. SMITH and
)

JESSICA S. SMITH,
)

)




   Petitioners.
)

JUDGMENT AND DECREE OF RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN

ADOPTION AND FOR CHANGE OF NAME

On this       day of      , 1998, appear petitioners, David S. Smith and Jessica S. Smith, and pursuant to §453.170, RSMo. (effective August 28, 1997), petition this Court for a judgment and decree of recognition of the foreign adoption of their child and for a change of name.  Having reviewed the records and information provided by petitioners and finding them such to be in conformance with the requirements of §453.170, RSMo., it is hereby ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that:

Count I

1. 
Sarah Mei Ling Smith was born on November 30, 1996, in Guilin, China.


2.
The certified Decree of Adoption attached as Exhibit A to petitioners' Petition show that such child was adopted by petitioners on October 30, 1997, under the laws of the country of China.


3.
The documentation attached to petitioners' Petition as Exhibit B is a copy of the documentation from the United States
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Department of Justice and the United States Department of Immigration and Naturalization Services, which shows that the child lawfully entered the United States.


4.
This court recognizes and gives effect to the Decree of Adoption in China and hereby grants a judgment an decree of recognition of the adoption.


5.
As of October 30, 1997, such child is deemed and held for every purpose to be the lawful child of David S. Smith and Jessica S. Smith, petitioners, as though born to them in lawful wedlock.


6.
Such adoption shall have the same force and effect as adoption under the remaining provisions of §453, RSMo., including all inheritance rights.


7.
Such child's name is changed from Yang Mei Ling to Sarah Mei Ling Smith.


It is so ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED this     day of      , 1998.










Judge
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