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NATIONAL ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH

November is National Adoption Awareness Month. Here are some ways your own family can observe this special month:
· donate a favorite adoption-related book to your child’s day care, or school library, or to the public library

· donate altar flowers at your house of worship in celebration of the families with adopted children in your congregation, or in honor of the children still waiting for forever families in many countries

· subscribe to an adoption magazine for your pediatrician’s waiting room

· subscribe to Adoptive Families magazine through our  organization so our group gets the $5 donation

· donate to an international adoption charity, especially to a program in your child’s country

· become a sponsor of a waiting child: Holt and several other programs offer this opportunity

· speak to your child’s class,  to a church group or to another group about adoption or international adoption

· volunteer at our very own Adoption Fair!

NOVEMBER MEETING: THIRTEENTH ANNUAL ADOPTION FAIR 

November 19 2011
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The Library Center
4653 South Campbell

Springfield

Once again, it is time for our annual Adoption Fair. This very successful event is our most important community service as a support group, bringing those who long to become parents together with the agencies and lawyers finding families for the children, both here in the U.S. and abroad, who desperately need a family of their very own. It is a wonderful opportunity to promote international adoption, and to find families for the waiting children.

The fair provides information on adoption, both domestic and international.   The fair will feature informational exhibits by agencies, adoption lawyers, support groups, and adoption-related businesses and services.  This year we have 14 tables!
Please help us reach as many people as possible by telling everyone you know who is interested in adoption, and by posting flyers.   If you have any contacts with TV and radio stations, or other news media, please help us get the word out.  This is our major community outreach, and many people decide to adopt after conversations with our members.   

WE NEED HELP FROM EVERY MEMBER FAMILY:

PLEASE DOWNLOAD
AND PRINT OUT THE BROCHURE BACK-TO BACK AND THE FLYER AND POST AT LEAST 10 OF THE FLYERS AND LEAVE THE BROCHURES WHERE PEOPLE CAN PICK THEM UP:

· At your local supermarket
· At your workplace

· At your place of worship

· At your pediatrician’s or ob-gyn’s office

· At colleges and universities
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!

When you participate, you are not only providing the help we need to run the fair successfully, you are advocates for international adoption, available to answer the many questions of prospective parents.  It’s also an opportunity to socialize with other adoptive parents. You are welcome to bring your children, but childcare will not be provided.  We especially urge families who have adopted older and special needs children to attend.  
We need volunteers for:

Registration

Our IAF table

Setup and cleanup

Pleas send me an email, with the time and  task you prefer jgerard95@aol.com
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Celebrate National Adoption Awareness Month with other adoptive families at two local family events: 
.
Date:  Friday, November 11

Time:  5:00-8:00 p.m.

Where:  The Starlight Room at

             Incredible Pizza Company

             2850 S. Campbell Ave.

         Come hang out with friends,
           enjoy games and pizza, 

          and win great prizes!  

   special discounts for                foster and adoptive familieS
Sponsored by Lutheran CHildren’s and Family Services
Celebrating Adoption at  Ozark Mountain Gymnastics

November 19th from 2:30-5:00 PM
2910 S. Fort Avenue. Springfield
· Food for sale

· Silent Auction

· Charge $5.00 per child for a gym pass 
· Sponsored by Adoption for Families
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INTERNATIONAL BANQUET

This is a wonderful way to introduce your child to the diverse cultures of the world, including that of his or her own birth country.
The Association of International Students at Missouri State University will host its 33rd Annual International Banquet and Show at 6 p.m. Nov. 12, in the Plaster Student Union Ballroom and Theatre.
Dozens of countries from all around the world will be represented in this very popular annual event, attended by around 600 each year.
Students prepare the banquet of dishes from each country, including vegetarian food. Coffee, iced tea and desserts will also be served.

After the banquet, there is traditional cultural entertainment in the theatre: singing, dancing, fashion show etc. 
Tickets are $20 for the general public; $15 for students. Tickets will be available for purchase Monday through Friday from Oct. 31 to Nov. 11 (or until the tickets are sold out) at the following locations:

1.The AIS ticket booth on the second floor of the Plaster Student Union (in front of Bear Entertainment Store): Hours: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

2. Morris Center for Continuing Education (Downtown Springfield): 301 South Jefferson, Suite 101. Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

They will deliver tickets locally with advanced payments. Contact Farheen Jaleel at 417-380-9884 or Linh Dang at 360-219-3665.
Proceeds from the event will benefit the Association of International Students Scholarship Fund.
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Mark your calendars for our annual Holiday Party at Jessica Gerard’s home, on Saturday evening, December 10, 6-8 pm, 2011.
