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May,  2011
___________________________________________________________________________

May meeting:

Occupational therapist 
and adoptive mother,

Karen Lassman-Eul

Will speak on

SENSORY PROCESSING DISORDERS and
INTERNATIONALLY ADOPTED CHILDREN

SATURDAY, MAY 14

3-5PM

THE SUMMIT PREPATORY SCHOOL

2155 w. Chesterfield Blvd

Springfield, MO 65807

Does your adopted baby resist being held and cuddled? Is she unusually fussy and difficult to comfort?   Does he hate changes in position?  Does she have difficulties in settling to sleep and staying asleep?  Does he find it difficult to suck on his bottle?  Does she seem developmentally delayed compared to other babies the same age, especially in failing to explore her environment?

Is your adopted child over-sensitive to touch and fabric textures?  Is he very sensitive to sights and sounds?  Or does he not seem to notice touch, or excessively loud noise?  Does she hate the texture and taste of many foods?  Is she overly-active and easily distracted?  Is he clumsy and uncoordinated, with a low activity level?  Does he have difficulty in making transitions and low tolerance for change? Does she lack self-calming skills? Does she have a poor self-concept and social and emotional problems?  Is he doing poorly in school?  Does he have speech, language and motor delays?  Does he love spinning and spinning>

Any and all of these problems may be symptoms of sensory processing disorders.  Sensory integration occurs when our brains learn to organize and interpret the information we receive from our senses of sight, sound, touch, taste, smell, movement and body awareness.  It involves the tactile system, the vestibular system, and proprioception –one’s sense of our body’s position in space.  

For most children, sensory integration  happens naturally as they experience normal babyhood in a loving family in a typical home. But babies raised in an institution, where they spend most of their days in cribs, with propped bottles and minimal contact with adults, may not get the experiences they need to integrate their senses.  

Some internationally adopted children experience sensory integration successfully once they are in the sensory rich environment of their new home, but others have persisting difficulties which eventually lead to the diagnosis of Sensory Processing Disorder, also known as Sensory Integration Disorder.

To learn more about Sensory Processing Disorder’s causes, symptoms and treatment, come to Saturday afternoon’s meeting!  The meeting will be family-friendly – parents may keep their little ones with them, and a supervised children’s play area will be available.   

For further information, please email jgerard95@aol.com, or call  882-2516.

IF YOUR CHILD HAS RECEIVED THERAPY FOR SENSORY ISSUES, PLEASE ATTEND THE MEETING AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES WITH OTHER FAMILIES WANTING TO KNOW MORE!  Please let Jessica Gerard know if you are willing to contribute to this meeting.  New parents very much appreciate hearing from those who have dealt with these issues already.  


4th Adoptive Chinese 
Children Reunion
Friday, June 10, 2011
The Acrobats of China, featuring the New Shanghai Circus, proudly presents our 4th Annual Adopted Chinese Children Reunion on June 10h, 2011.  It will be a fabulous, fun-filled day that you will not want to miss. 

This event is a fabulous opportunity to share the culture of the Far East with you, our western family, without taking the many hours nor incur the expenses of travel to China. Yes, for a single day during this event, West meets East and East meets West, right in your own backyard here in the United States. During the course of a day, we promise memories that will last a lifetime, and events that will help shape the lives of your children and grandchildren, and perhaps, even yourself, friends and loved ones. 

  Meet with world-class Chinese acrobat artists. Take time to engage in interesting and fun traditional Chinese games, where the entire family can have a chance to learn and play together with our acrobats.  

Meanwhile other acrobat attendees will be asking a special favor, as this event is more than just a one-way cultural exchange. Our acrobats and staff also expect your participation and want you to share your stories of life in the United States with your adopted Chinese children.  Truly a worthy day! Space is limited, so don’t hesitate and register now to ensure you, family and friends reserve a place for this grand event.  

We would like to thank our support alliance consisting of the Silver Dollar City Theme Park, and Welk Resort Branson. They will kindly provide you with discounted rates during your stay in Branson, MO. Once you are registered, you will receive a confirmation letter with a discount booking code to access your hotel booking and Theme Park admission tickets. Or you may also select your own options. 

For more info about our Reunion Event, Silver Dollar City Theme Park, or Welk Resort Branson, Please visit our websites: 

www.acrobatsofchina.com,   www.welkbranson.com    www.silverdollarcity.com
    We are looking forward to seeing you soon in Branson. 

  Linda Yu / Event Coordinator 
Acrobats of China featuring the New Shanghai Circus  

Toll Free: 877.212.4462

417.336.8888

Email: reunion@acrobatsofchina.com
A GET-TOGETHER FOR GUATAMALA FAMILIES!

MOGUATE 2011

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4 – 
SUNDAY AUGUST 7, 2011

LOCATION: Tan-tar-a Resort at the Lake of the Ozarks

http://www.tan-tar-a.com/

Reservations: Call 1-800-tan-tara and mention you are with the MOGUATE Group

Cost: $139.63/night/standard room plus Registration Fee (amount TBA)

 WHAT IS MOGUATE?

They are a group of families with children from Guatemala. Each year, they   meet at the Tan-tar-a Resort at the Lake of the Ozarks for a fun-filled weekend together.

They welcome families with other children besides those adopted from Guatemala,                                       
If your family can’t stay the entire weekend, you can make reservations for just one night.  The event is very relaxed, with gatherings around the pool during the day, and dinner together on Friday and Saturday nights, but notight schedules of numerous events! 

How do you get more info about the next MOGUATE event? Contact Cindy at moguate@gmail.com.
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August 8-12, 2011

This coming summer, Camp Bear will once again celebrate the richness and diversity of Chinese culture and heritage through a week long summer camp for kids age 3 to 13. At Camp Panda campers will be introduced to, and invited to explore, the art, music, language and games of China
Campers will study the Chinese language, learn to play various Chinese wind, string and percussion instruments and learn to sing popular Chinese children's folk songs! They will also discover how to paint in the style of ancient China.

Not your average summer camp, Camp Panda gives you and your child a unique opportunity to experience this culture that is rich in history and steeped in tradition! Most of the classes are taught by native Chinese speakers who have years of experience teaching children.

Children ages 3-8 attend Monday-Thursday 7:30 am – noon, and those aged 9 and up stay until 2:30 pm. Supervised Extended Care is available until 5:30 pm.  Friday is Exhibition Day for family and friends.

You can find out more about Camp Panda on the Camp Bear website, 

www.CampBear.MissouriState.edu

Fees are lower with Early Bird Registration, which ends on May 31.  

Registration Information: Andrea Dempster, (417) 836-3069
Camp Director: Marci Moad (417) 836-3141
IAF publicist for Camp Panda: Carol Siegler, csiegler@connectpositronic.com[image: image3]
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