 [image: image1.png][ | Ad ' 1t
[nternationa OfOptlve Famlhes
SouthWest Mlss()ur.l





iafswmo.org








January 2011
_________________________________________________________________

January Meeting 
[image: image2.jpg]



Welcome 

the Year of the Rabbit

at the 
Discovery Center’s

Chinese New Year event
438 E. St Louis St

Springfield.

January 30 2011, 1-5 pm.
The IAF Board is pleased to announce that we have partnered with the Discovery Center this year.  The Discovery Center will offer their great hands-on activities.  We will provide and music, and operate our Store.  Hing Wah Hatch will lead our 
traditional Lion Dance!  And we’ll be handing out Lucky Envelopes, too!  
Further information and a map at http://www.discoverycenter.org
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VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED!
We need volunteers to arrive at 11 am on the 30th to decorate the lobby at the Discovery Center, and to stay afterwards to remove our decorations.

IAF will have a table publicizing our organization and events, especially Camp Panda, and we will operate a store selling inexpensive Chinese toys and souvenirs as a fundraiser for our group.  We need volunteers to serve for an hour at these tables.  Please email Jessica Gerard, jgerard95@aol.com if you can help.  
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Mark your calendar for our upcoming events:
FEBRUARY MEETING:
Heritage Camps and Homeland Visits
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Saturday, February 19

 6:30 pm.

Adoption experts stress the importance of finding opportunities to reconnect adopted children with the rich cultural heritage of their birth countries, because this helps them build strong identities and positive self-esteem.  Ideally, they should return to their birth country for a homeland visit.  For families who cannot afford the trip, a heritage camp in America is a valuable alternative.  Learn about homeland visits and heritage camps at our February meeting.  
   MARCH MEETING
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Lifebook in a Day

Saturday, March 5, 9-4 pm

Adoption experts also want all adopted children to have their own lifebook, the story of their lives from the beginning.  We adoptive parents know they should have one, but many of us have never got around to making one.  Now, end the guilt and provide your child with this important resource.  Get it all done in just one day, at our Lifebook Workshop.  All materials, instructions and assistance are provided.  Lunch and refreshments are included in the $50 fee.  
This meeting is open to all adoptive families, both international and domestic.
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Annual Picnic

June 11, 2011

4-8 pm

Phelps Grove Park



















