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The March meeting has been rescheduled as the

    APRIL MEETING
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Lifebook in a Day

Saturday, April 2, 9-4 pm The Summit Preparatory School

2155 W. Chesterfield Blvd

Chesterfield Village
Adoption experts tell us it is important that adopted children have their own lifebook, the story of their lives from the beginning.  We adoptive parents know they should have one, but many of us have never got around to making one.  Now, end the guilt and provide your child with this important resource.  Get it all done in just one day, at our Lifebook Workshop.  All materials, instructions and assistance are provided.  Lunch and refreshments are included in the $50 fee.  
This meeting is open to all adoptive families, both international and domestic.  For further information and a registration form, please email jgerard05@aol.com
Original Documents & Photocopied Information:

By Bobi Spilker
We consider every piece of information for our children priceless, and I suspect others may as well. I’ve been surprised to discover that some do not know that they can request, and are entitled to their child’s original documents from the sealed packed handed over at the port of entry into the US. For our oldest child we received via the G884 alone much wonderful information and pictures (2008) that we didn’t know existed! For our middle child (2010) we’ve received less but the information states there is more information that we were not sent because it was a photocopy (for example a 16 page life history of and for the child-as is customary in Ethiopia I understand). We have been recently informed to obtain the photo copies we must submit, and will be, the G639 to receive the rest of their documents

This is the link for the G884 form and the instructions for the Request For Original Documents http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/g-884.pdf, and the instructions are helpful, detailed and available online as well. The purpose of Form G884 is to request the return of original documents submitted to establish eligibility for an immigration benefit. 

If you would like to request copies of the photocopies in the files, please visit www.USCIS.gov and find Form G639, Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Request.

Additional questions can now be sent to NBC.adoptions@dhs.gov or you can call 1-877-425-8374- YES! There is at last a phone number that adoptive families can call. I was pleasantly surprised that we were assigned an officer; who by the way has voicemail, is timely in returning calls, and has been helpful.  
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OUR ETHIOPIA ADOPTIONS

By Bobi Spilker

Our two youngest children were born in Ethiopia and both came home last year, 2010. It was a wonderful surprise blessing for our youngest child to get to come home so quickly, relative to adoption terms. Typical adoption timeframes in Ethiopia have changed over the last year. For our middle child our dossier was in Ethiopia just at one year before her referral and seeing her precious little face for the first time. The wait time was shorter for boys. At that time the process involved only one trip to Ethiopia. We traveled with our 3 year old to bring our middle daughter home three months after her referral, this past spring. 
We knew we had one more member of our family yet missing and two months after returning home we decided we’d better start the process immediately, assuming we’d have our typical 1 ½- 2 years wait to the homecoming of our child. We were one of the families caught in the end of inter-country adoptions between the US and Guatemala, so we were ever mindful of the focus that UNICEF has directed to Ethiopia and we didn’t want to waste any time before getting started again. Our completed dossier was in country and we were waiting as we settled in at home, happily now a family of four! 
Three weeks of waiting and we were blessed with our youngest daughter’s referral! The adoption process for Ethiopia had changed and required two trips: one for court and one then for Embassy when we could bring our daughter home. The time between referral and our court date was 3 months Our Embassy appointment was approximately one month later. Among many new things, I’ve learned not to fear traveling with our small children; they did great and at times better than my husband and me.
Two Different Journeys:

Our first trip to Ethiopia

When we were finally united with our middle daughter in Ethiopia this past spring, it turned out she was very ill. Within hours of being placed in our arms, she was listless and we had her admitted to a hospital. She ran high fevers, had diarrhea, vomiting, and was dehydrated. We were fortunate to have her in a private hospital however it was very different than hospital standards here in the US. There were two nurses at night for a 4 story building and we had to bring everything she and I needed in the way of water, formula, diapers, food and toiletries. Thankfully we were put with a wonderful driver, who became a family friend, and he was available 24 hours a day. After our daughter was hydrated and released from the hospital, we traveled back to the hospital every day for antibiotic injects until our trip home. Needless to say ,we saw and experienced very little of Ethiopia outside of the hospital, guest house, and orphanage. What we did experience was making a dear family friend who shared with us so much about Ethiopia and being Ethiopian. We saw through him a culture that values family and children, and a culture’s resilience in the face of huge challenges! We saw through our daughter’s illness how fortunate many of us Americans are. 
We came home and immediately saw the pediatrician; our daughter was delayed and at 9 ½ months could not hold up her head. She quickly gained weight, strength, and started making milestones. After much work on her part, at 16 months old our middle daughter walked on her own, as we waited to board the flight to Ethiopia on the trip to be united with our youngest daughter!

Our second trip to Ethiopia
We decided that I and our two children would stay in Ethiopia between court and Embassy, about 6 ½ weeks, and have our youngest daughter with us immediately. My husband and our family arrived in Addis Ababa this past Thanksgiving night, greeted by our friend/driver in the cool air filled with the familiar smell of two of our children’s birth country. We were overjoyed and grateful to be united with our youngest this soon. 
The next morning, we were united and rejoiced at how strong our tiny, youngest daughter was. For three months we worried about our youngest becoming ill like our middle daughter had; this contributed in part to our decision to have most of our family stay in Ethiopia. My husband stayed in country with us 1 ½ weeks for court, returned to the US for 3 weeks, then came back for 1 ½ weeks for Embassy and in time for our first family Christmas in Ethiopia! 
We were so blessed to be able to have the extended stay in country, to have our youngest with us immediately, and to get to make lifelong friendships there; it was extraordinary to get to experience the culture up close and personal in a less-touristy way! We look forward to our next trip and hope to see and visit more places, especially the area where our daughters were born. 

New Traditions:

Our family’s first Christmas in Ethiopia:
 On Christmas morning we took our daughters around to the shop workers, guards and staff at the Hilton and they told each Merry Christmas as they handed each a frosted cookie, which is a special treat there. On Christmas evening, we attended a cultural dinner with our Ethiopian friend and his parents, and our friend and her two Ethiopian children, along with our family. We went to Yod Abyssinia and had the most wonderful time! We enjoyed  the cultural hand-washing tradition, food, music, dancing and storytelling. Our young children very much enjoyed the evening, as did we! It was so wonderful to celebrate a big day in our family with traditional aspects of two of our children’s birth country. You can see a youtube video of the event at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGIkwMFXCzo.

International Adoptions from Ethiopia
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Statistic from http://adoption.state.gov/country/ethiopia.html
ETHIOPIA:

Population: 80,713,000 (2008) 
National language: Ahmaric, Arabic, Somali, Tigrinya 
Per capita income: US$ 280 (2008) 
Life expectancy: 55 (2008) 
% of population using improved drinking water sources: 42% (2006) 
% of population using adequate sanitation facilities: 11% (2006) 
Under 5 Mortality Rate: 109/1,000 live births (2008) 

Ethiopia is unique among African countries because, with the brief exception of Italian invasion during World War II, it was never ruled by a colonial power. It is one of the oldest independent countries in the world. 

Located in the Horn of Africa and roughly twice the size of Texas, landlocked Ethiopia has borders with Eritrea and Djibouti to the north, Somalia to the east, Kenya to the south and Sudan to the west. Civil war, combined with the spillover of violent conflicts in surrounding countries, has created a large number of refugees which tax the country’s capacity to provide for its citizens. 

Nearly 80 percent of Ethiopians work in agriculture, growing cash crops like coffee and qat, a stimulant drug that is legal in Ethiopia and surrounding countries. Recurring droughts have hit the agriculture industry hard in the past few years, leading to widespread food shortages. Ethiopia is one of the world's poorest countries and is heavily indebted. 

Source: UNICEF: The State of the World's Children Report
Government
Ethiopia is an independent Federal Democratic Republic with a President as head of state and a Prime Minister as the head of government. The constitution was established in 1994, following the over-throw of the Mengistu military dictatorship in 1991.

A federation comprising nine-states with considerable autonomy were established and the first multiparty elections were held in 1995. The distinct regional states are - Tigray, Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Somali, Benishangul-Gumuz, Southern Nations (SNNPS), Gambella and Harari.

People
Ethiopia has a total population estimated at approximately 70 million and is home to more than 80 ethnic groups and a wide diversity of languages. More than 80% of the population live in rural areas.

Religion
The major religions are Christianity (mainly Orthodox Church) and Islam.

Language
Amharic is the official language of Ethiopia, although English, Italian, French and Arabic are also widely spoken. Outside the larger cities and towns, indigenous languages are likely to be spoken - of which there are over eighty, along with some 200 dialects. The most common of these are Oromo, Tigrinya and Somali.

Calendar
Ethiopia follows the Julian calendar, which comprises twelve months of thirty days each and a thirteenth month of five days (or six days in a leap year). The calendar is seven years and eight months behind the Western (Gregorian) calendar with Christmas being celebrated on January 7 and New Year on September 11, which can be extremely confusing to westerners.

Clocks and Time
The Ethiopian clock is similar to many equatorial countries and there is a six-hour difference between Ethiopian and Western time. This means Western 6:00am is 12:00am Ethiopian time and 6pm Western time is 12 noon Ethiopian time. Ethiopia is also three hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).

However, there is no adjustment of clocks for Winter or Summer Time, so there is no putting clocks backward or forward an hour. Being close to the Equator there is almost twelve hours of constant daylight. In Addis Ababa, sunrise begins at around 06.30 and sunset is about 18:45.

Source: http://www.ethiopiantour.com
If you are considering adopting from Ethiopia, here’s some important official news from the U.S. Embassy there.
Government of Ethiopia Plans Major Slow-Down in Adoption Processing

March 9, 2011

Citing the need to work on quality and focus on more important strategic issues, the Government of Ethiopia’s Ministry of Women, Children, and Youth Affairs (MOWCYA)  will reduce to a maximum of five the number of adoption cases it processes per day, effective March 10, 2011.  Under Ethiopian adoption procedures, MOWCYA approves every match between prospective adoptive parents and an Ethiopian child before that case can be forwarded for a court hearing.  The U.S. Embassy is working with Ethiopian government officials and adoption agencies to learn more about this change in procedures.  We will continue to share information as it becomes available.

Given MOWCYA’s current caseload, the U.S. Embassy anticipates that this change could result in an overall decline in case processing of some 90 percent.  If this change is implemented as proposed, we expect, that parents who have begun the process of adopting from Ethiopia but have not yet been matched with a child could experience significant delays.  It is not clear if this change in procedures would have any significant impact on cases in which MOWCYA has already approved matches.

The Current Situation in China

At last year’s Dillon China Culture Camp, Amy Eldridge gave a presentation on the changing face of adoption from China. Here’s my version of what she said, adapted from a parent’s report circulating on the Web. 

Eldridge is head of the well-known medical charity, Love Without Boundaries, and has first-hand experience of the major changes that have taken place over the last few years.  Most of the children now in orphanages are special needs children. According to Eldridge, 98% of abandonments are children with serious special needs.  These are the children readily available for adoption. 60% of all adoptions in 2010. Among our adoptive families, most adoptions from China in the last year have been special needs adoption, and several more families are waiting for special-needs children.

Why has this change taken place?  Healthy baby girls are no longer being abandoned for many reasons.  Ultrasound is so widely available that many parents can find out the baby’s sex and abort an unwanted female.   The social preference for boys is declining, both as the insistent grandparents die, and as more and more rural people move to the cities and adopt more modern attitudes about girls. 10 years ago, 85% of the Chinese lived in rural areas, now about 50% of the population is urban. Domestic adoption has rapidly increased in China, since adoption of orphans was publicized with the Sichuan earthquake and as rising middle-class incomes make adoption affordable. Orphanages can make far more money with domestic adoption fees than with the fixed amount they receive for an international adoption, so they reserve healthy babies for domestic adoptions. (Other sources demonstrate that there is also a black market in illegal private adoptions, with many unwed or over-quota parents selling their babies to baby-brokers, with the expectation that they be placed in well-to-do Chinese families). There’s no shortage of couples wanting to adopt – Eldridge reported one government agency estimating that up to 40 million couples face infertility. One factor in the rising rates of infertility is China’s high level of pollution. 

Environmental toxins not only increase the number of couples seeking to adopt, but the number of families abandoning a much-wanted newborn because of severe birth defects.  Birth defects have increased 40% in the last decade – as many as 1 in 8 of all births. (I have traveled several times through the most polluted region of China, the coal-producing and heavy industry region of Shanxi Province, where the birth defect rate is reported to be 85%!)   

Chinese families faced with a legal limit of 1-2 children, may choose to abandon an affected infant. Traditionally, there is a stigma of birth defects as “unlucky”, evidence of a curse on the family, and a visibly affected child may be denied schooling and have difficulty obtaining employment as an adult.  Many families cannot afford the surgery and therapies needed to heal the child.  Medical care is no longer free in China, and most don’t have health insurance.  The family may decide that their child’s best chance of health care and surgery is in an orphanage.  Chinese orphanages are being overwhelmed again, as they were in the early 1990s, by more babies than they can properly care for, but this time these are special needs infants needing much more intensive care than the healthy girl babies twenty years ago. 
At this time, most special needs children will not be adopted by Chinese couples, except by foster parents who have grown to love their little charges. The rest of them face a bleak future.  Even if the child does get essential surgery in an orphanage, there is still a social stigma attached to orphans lacking the family so essential for life in modern China. Chinese parents don’t want their children to attend school with orphans, so the orphans end up at the worst schools. Because orphans are considered unlucky, companies refuse to hire them.  

So, at this time, the best future for this new wave of Chinese orphans, the children with birth defects, is to be adopted by foreign families, who can afford the surgery, medical care and therapies the child needs, and who count themselves lucky to be able to have another wonderful child to love.  
← Ethiopia – Update 3/14/11
Ambassador Jacobs Travels to Cambodia and Vietnam →
China Re-Opens Adoption to Single Women

The China Center of Adoption Affairs (CCAA) has announced that single women may once again adopt in China beginning March 15, 2011.

Single adoptions, which once comprised over a quarter of all inter-country adoptions in China, will now be used to find families for Chinese children with special needs.  The new singles program is specific to finding families for children designated as Special Focus.  This designation usually indicates the child has a special need, is pre-school or school age and has been on the shared waiting list for more than 60-days.  It can also indicate a non-special needs child of school age who has been on the shared waiting list for more than 60-days.

Following is the full text of the CCAA announcement.

Government departments and adoption agencies in receiving countries, In order to promote special needs child adoption and guarantee the basic interests of the orphaned and disabled children, CCAA decides to accept the adoption applications from female single applicants to adopt according to the requirements listed in this notice, starting from March 15, 2011: 
· Female single applicants are allowed to adopt special focus children listed on the special Needs System of CCAA.

· One applicant can only adopt one special focus child at a time, with an interval of at least one year between two adoptions.

· The applicant shall have reached the age of 30 years and are under 50. For applicants over 50, the age difference between the child to be adopted and the applicant shall be no more than 45 years.

· The applicant shall provide her civil status certificate. Unmarried applicants shall provide certification for being single and non-homosexual; divorced applicants shall provide the divorce certificate of the last marriage; and widowed applicants shall provide the death certificate of their ex-spouse.

· The reason of being single and attitude towards marriage. Applicants shall have clear indication of willingness to appoint male figures as role models for the adopted child, and welcome male friends to join family gatherings.

· Applicants shall have received inter-country adoption training and training specifically for special needs child adoption so as to understand fully the physical and psychological needs of special needs children.

· Detailed nurturing and rehabilitation plan. Applicants shall be qualified personally and socially for caring special needs children and have wide social and family supporting network which can provide assistance any time.

· Guardians appointed by the applicants shall provide written statement as consent to act as the guardian of the adopted child. X. If the applicant has a stable relationship and lives with a male partner, t he requirements of couple applicants shall be applied.

· Applicants shall be healthy both physically and mentally according to the requirements by CCAA for prospective adoptive couples.

· Applicants shall be law abiding with no criminal records, and have good moral quality and conduct

· The family annual income shall reach $10,000 per family member, including the prospective adoptee and the family net assets value should reach $100,000.

· The applicant shall have good medical insurance which can cover the medical expense of the adopted child.

· Applicants shall be experienced in child caring or be occupied in child-related fields, such as doctor, nurse, teacher, child psychological counselor, etc. It’s best that the applicants have already had successful experience in caring for special needs children.

· The number of children in the applicant’s family under the age of 18 years shall be no more than two, and the youngest one should have reached the age of 6 years old.

· Applicants shall be fully prepared for adopting a special focus child.

· Social workers shall provide the following information fully and timely in the home study reports besides family visit interviews: Adoption motive. The decision to adopt a special focus child shall be well-considered. Applicants shall be capable of caring for a special need child and be responsible for the well-being of the child.
FUNDRAISERS by group members
Robin Tourville is selling attractive adoption themed T shirts as part of a fundraising effort to bring home their new special needs son, Jace, from China. To seethe T-shirts, go to  http://www.adoptionbug.com/raceforjace/
Sheila Temple has been back to China to volunteer at the Loaves and Fishes home for special needs children at Shadi Village in Fujian Province.  To raise funds to help the home, the Temples have organized a benefit party on March 26,2011, 5-7 pm at Parkview Christian Church’s All-Purpose building, 5-7 pm.. This is a family event with snacks, crafts and music.  They are asking for donations of $5 per person or $20 per family.  If you would like to know more, or to RSVP, please email templehome@sbc.global.net.  100% of the money raised will go to the orphanage.[image: image5]
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