International Adoption Families of Southwest Missouri Newsletter

iafswmo.org






                       October-November, 2010

______________________________________________________________________
NATIONAL ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH

November is National Adoption Awareness Month. Here are some ways your own family can observe this special month:

· donate a favorite adoption-related book to your child’s day care, or school library, or to the public library

· donate altar flowers at your house of worship in celebration of the families with adopted children in your congregation, or in honor of the children still waiting for forever families in many countries

· subscribe to an adoption magazine for your pediatrician’s waiting room

· subscribe to Adoptive Families magazine through our  organization so our group gets the $5 donation

· donate to an international adoption charity, especially to a program in your child’s country

· become a sponsor of a waiting child: Holt and several other programs offer this opportunity

· speak to your child’s class,  to a church group or to another group about adoption or international adoption 
· volunteer at our very own Adoption Fair!

NOVEMBER MEETING: 12th ANNUAL ADOPTION FAIR
November 13, 2010


9:00 am – 1:00 pm

The Library Center at 4653 South Campbell in Springfield

Once again, it is time for our annual Adoption Fair. This very successful event is our most important community service as a support group, bringing those who long to become parents together with the agencies and lawyers finding families for the children, both here in the U.S. and abroad, who desperately need a family of their very own. It is a wonderful opportunity to promote international adoption, and to find families for the waiting children.

The fair provides information on adoption, both domestic and international.   The fair will feature informational exhibits by agencies, adoption lawyers, support groups, and adoption-related businesses and services.  This year we will again omit the speakers and the childcare.

Please help us reach as many people as possible by telling everyone you know who is interested in adoption, and by posting flyers.   If you have any contacts with TV and radio stations, or other news media, please help us get the word out.  This is our major community outreach, and many people decide to adopt after conversations with our members.   

WE NEED HELP FROM EVERY MEMBER FAMILY:

PLEASE DOWNLOAD  AND PRINT OUT THE BROCHURE BACK-TO BACK AND THE FLYER (sent separately)  AND POST AT LEAST 10 OF THE FLYERS AND LEAVE THE BROCHURES WHERE PEOPLE CAN PICK THEM UP:

-          At your local supermarket

-          At your workplace

-          At your place of worship

-          At your pediatrician’s or ob-gyn’s office

-          At colleges and universities

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!

When you participate, you are not only providing the help we need to run the fair successfully, you are advocates for international adoption, available to answer the many questions of prospective parents.  It’s also an opportunity to socialize with other adoptive parents. You are welcome to bring your children, but childcare will not be provided.  We especially urge families who have adopted older and special needs children to attend.  

We need volunteers for: Registration, Our IAF table and Setup and cleanup

Pleas send me an email, with the time and task you prefer jgerard95@aol.com
Celebrate National Adoption Awareness Month at Incredible Pizza!

Please join LFCS at Incredible Pizza Company on Friday, November 12th, to celebrate National Adoption Month!  Print the coupon on the  forwarded email to receive the buffet, drink, and a $12 game card for only $15.  For every coupon redeemed, LFCS will receive $5 to benefit children who are awaiting adoption in southwest Missouri!!  

There are nearly 2,000 children awaiting adoption in the state of Missouri; over 350 of those children waiting for their forever families are from southwest Missouri.  LFCS matches waiting children with adoptive families in Southwest Missouri.  With your attendance and support, LFCS will continue to provide quality services to children awaiting adoption and their adoptive families, as well as raise adoption awareness in southwest Missouri.  

They have invited area legislators to attend to learn more about adoption and adoption services, as well as provide them with an opportunity to meet and talk to people involved in the process.

For more information about this event, please contact LFCS at 417/862-1972 or email swevents@lfcs.org.  
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Annual Holiday Party at Jessica Gerard’s Home
Mark your calendars for our annual Holiday Party at Jessica Gerard’s home, on Saturday evening, December 11, 5-8 pm, 2010.

This year, we will invite the children to perform in a little concert, playing holiday music on the piano or their own instrument, or singing holiday music.  If your child likes to play or sing, please encourage him or her to prepare a piece to perform.

We will also have story time this year, and we have new puzzles as well as the usual crafts and games. Of course, Santa will be visiting with a small gift for each child!
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