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JUNE MEETING: SUMMER PICNIC

and Annual General Meeting
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Saturday, June 26, 2010  

4-8 pm

Phelps Grove Park

Springfield
We will meet and eat in the pavilion at 4:30 pm, rain or shine.

IAF will provide fried chicken.  Families with last names beginning with A-K please bring a salad and a large bottle of soda, tea, water etc, and families with last names beginning with L-Z please bring a large drink and a dessert. 

Plates, cups, flatware, napkins, ice, etc, are provided.

Parents, please bring outdoor games for the children.

The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m.  Membership dues ($25) can be paid at the picnic.
Directions; Phelps Grove Park is a few blocks south of Missouri State University.  You can reach the park off I-44 by exiting south on Glenstone to Bennett, turning west on Bennett and continuing across National Avenue; or off 65 by exiting on Sunshine west to turn right (north) on National Avenue to left on Brookside Drive (past tennis courts).  Go past the Art Museum and Kings to turn left on Virginia, where there is a car lot opposite the park.  More parking is available around the edge of the park. 

For more information call Sandy Frye, 890-0730.


NEW SHANGHAI CIRCUS

ANNUAL ADOPTED CHINESE CHILDREN REUNION

Friday, June 11, 2010
The Acrobats of China, featuring the New Shanghai Circus, proudly presents their 4th Annual Adopted Chinese Children Reunion on June 11th, 2010. 

 In the morning, your family can meet with world-class Chinese acrobat artists. The entire family can have a chance to learn and play traditional Chinese games together with our acrobats. 

Meanwhile, other acrobat attendees will be asking a special favor, as this event is more than just a one-way cultural exchange. Their acrobats and staff also want to hear your stories of life in the United States with your adopted Chinese children.  

After a traditional Chinese meal, prepared by their very own chef, there will be a special show only for the adoptive families, with free popcorn.

With their early-bird registration, if you register before May 1, 2010, your child will be entered into a special drawing for a gift of Chinese Art. 

Truly a fabulous day! Space is limited, so don’t hesitate and register now to ensure you, family and friends reserve a place for this grand event.  

For more information about the event, and to download the registration form, go to www.acrobatsofchina.com,
REVIEWS

Mei Magazine
This magazine is for girls adopted from China ages 7-14. It was created by a couple with a daughter adopted from China, and is a high-quality, full-color magazine. It focuses on the issues of being adopted and being Chinese in a positive and informative way.  The magazine features successful Asian-American women and girls, as positive role models, and on the accomplishments of Chinese adoptees.  It offers helpful articles on their unique concerns. For instance, this summer’s issue includes articles on grief and birth families, and tips for traveling in China.  
My daughter, now 14, still enjoys reading this magazine, and has kept every copy.  I believe it has helped develop her positive self-esteem as an Asian-American girl.  I strongly recommend this very attractive and appealing magazine to every family with girls adopted from China ages 7-14.  To find out more, and to subscribe to the magazine, go to www.meimagazine.com
Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother: Stories of Loss and Love

By Xinran.

This newly published book is a heart-breaking collection of stories of Chinese women who have given up their babies for international adoption.  It reveals, more than any other book or article I have read, the reasons our Chinese children became available for international adoption, and the process that brings them to us.  It is a book that parents of Chinese children should buy, read, and put away for their children to read when they are older.
Xinran is a Chinese journalist who ran a radio show in which Chinese women revealed their troubled lives, the basis for her best-selling book, The Good Women of China.  Chinese women are very reluctant to discuss their private lives, but Xinran has a remarkable and rare ability to persuade them to reveal their secrets.
For many Chinese women, abandoning a baby daughter is their deepest and most painful secret.  Xinran herself was forced to give up a much-loved orphan she had fostered from birth, and lost her in the chaotic orphanage system.  She has founded a charity, the Mothers’ Bridge of Love, to help disadvantaged Chinese children and to build cultural connections with China among adoptive families.  After hearing so many adoptees ask why their Chinese mothers did not keep them, she resolved to find out, and began researching for this book.

This book confirms that many peasant wives are totally obliged to bear the essential son, and must sacrifice every daughter born until they finally produce the necessary son.  One key reason why sons are needed is that land is allocated according to the number of people in the household, but daughters do not count.  Tragically, many newborn girls are still killed at birth in rural villages, but determined parents save their daughters’ lives by taking them into the city and leaving them where they can be found.  As early as the 1990s, they knew that these girls could be adopted abroad.  In this book, we hear from the midwifes, the peasant mothers, and one of the couples who illegally roam China bearing and abandoning one daughter after another until they can go home with the required baby son.

A second reason for abandonment is not traditional. In the 1990s, many sexually liberated but ignorant female college students became unwed mothers, in a disapproving society that provides no support for single mothers. Some struggled for months to raise their babies, but were forced to surrender them for adoption. Their sons readily found homes, but daughters ended up in orphanages.  
Many mothers, both married and single disappear soon after giving birth in a hospital, and the hospitals routinely send their infants to the local orphanage.
A third group may shock and surprise you: married couples sometimes make the choice to have their daughters adopted internationally because they sincerely believe they will have better lives.  This group includes not only desperately poor peasant women who want to spare their daughters the hardships they had endured all their lives, but affluent professional couples, and relatives of orphanages workers.  Ironically, the photographs and videos we so proudly send to our children’s orphanages inspire those who see them to choose international adoption for their daughters or nieces.
Xinran’s book has many disturbing details; many babies are found with notes and mementoes from their anguished parents, but these are routinely destroyed at once.  Record-keeping is abysmal, and babies are moved from one orphanage to another.  Some mothers go to the orphanages to find out how their babies are doing, and orphanage workers know more than they will tell about the mothers of the babies they care for. Many uneducated peasant women endure years of agonizing that their daughters are being abused by Westerners.
Xinran also reports a first-hand history of the impact of international adoption on Chinese orphanages.  In the 1980s, only big cities had orphanages, but when rural officials saw that foreigners would pay large amounts to an orphanage for a baby girl, they set out to open small-town orphanages to “solve the surplus population problem, bring in foreign money, and develop the local economy”.  With the new economic boom, millions of peasants became migrant workers in the cities, and discovered that orphanages and international adoption were alternatives to female infanticide. When peasants return to cities after the New Year vacation, they bring unwanted baby girls back with them.  Xinran reveals a reason for the slowdown in international adoptions: the Chinese government, regarding international adoptions as a lucrative business, has decided to open orphanages in the poorer central and western provinces, as a boost to their economies.

First published in Great Britain, this important book is now available in the U.S; amazon.com sells at a discount price. 




 If you cannot attend the picnic, please send Jessica your membership dues and the attached membership form.








