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JULY MEETING: 
Parent Meeting
This meeting is an open forum for on any adoption related issue that concerns you, such as sleep or eating issues, talking about adoption, medical issues, school and developmental issues, and any behaviors that you think might be related to being adopted.  
Bring your questions, and a group of adoptive parents will share their experiences and advice.  Both new adoptive parents and those who have raised adopted children for a number of years are invited to attend.

Childcare will be provided by teenage adoptees.

Refreshments will be provided, and a selection of books and videos on adoption will be available for loan.

Date; Saturday, July 31, 2010.

Time: 6:30 pm

Place: Pathways United Methodist Church, 
. 1232 E. Dale St, Springfield

Please RSVP Jessica Gerard, 882-2516 jgerard95@aol.com by Friday July 30. 
Directions
From I-44.  Take exit 80A south on North Glenstone Avenue.  Go past the Kearney St. intersection, past E Turner St and turn right on Dale Street, just past the ABC Bookstore and a bank.  If you reach the Dale Street traffic light, you have gone too far. On Dale Street, the church is on the seventh block on your left.  

From Highway  65.  Exit on Kearney and go west.  At Glenstone turn left and follow the above directions.   

From within Springfield: take National 2 blocks north of Commercial, turn right on Dale Street, go one block, church is on the right, with parking lot and entrance on east side

CAMP PANDA
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Missouri State University campus
Support our local Chinese Heritage Camp!  We need volunteers and participants!

In just two weeks, Camp Bear will once again celebrate the richness and diversity of Chinese culture and heritage through a week long summer camp for kids age 3 to 13. At Camp Panda campers will be introduced to, and invited to explore, the art, music, language and games of China.

Campers will study the Chinese language, learn to play various Chinese wind, string and percussion instruments and learn to sing popular Chinese children's folk songs! They will also discover how to paint in the style of ancient China.
Camp Panda gives your child a unique opportunity to experience this culture that is rich in history and steeped in tradition! Most of the classes are taught by native Chinese speakers who have years of experience teaching children. 
Camp Panda is a four-day academic program with an exhibition day being held on Friday, August 6. Monday through Thursday, Camp starts at 8:00am and ends at noon for Little Butterfly (age 3-5) and Little Gold Fish (age 6-8). Program day will end at 2:30pm for Panda Friends (age 9-14). On the Exhibition day, we will invite all of our camp families to come join us for a children’s performance from 9:00am to noon. Camp Panda also offers extended supervised care after regular program hours

This program is jointly organized by International Adoptive Families of Southwest Missouri and Missouri State University.

We urgently need parent volunteers to help. If you can assist us, please fill out and fax, email or send the volunteer form as soon as possible.  

Due to difficulties with the web site, Registration forms and Volunteer forms are attached to this email
         August Meeting
Mark your calendars for our annual
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Swim Party

Saturday, August 14

5-8 pm

At the home of Jeff and Sandy Frye

2949 Natural Bridge Drive

Springfield

Often, our big kids complain that events cater mostly to the little kids.  This is a party the big kids enjoy! Every year, the children have great fun in the Frye’s big, beautiful pool, and the adults enjoy socializing too.  Younger family members are welcome, and there will be a kiddy pool and play equipment for them. We will serve hot dogs and lemonade, and families are asked to bring a vegetable tray, or a fruit tray, or a dessert. 

Also mark your calendars for our annual Chinese Moon Festival party, held this year on Friday, September 24, 2010 at the Chesterfield Park pavilion.

Special Needs Contact List
With the lengthy wait for a healthy baby from China growing longer, more and more families are choosing to adopt a child with special needs.  Eventually, most adoptions from China will be special needs.  It is also easier to adopt from countries like Korea if you are willing to adopt a special needs child.  

Members who are considering adopting a special needs child often have many concerns and questions about a particular special need, like a heart condition, cleft lip and cleft palate, blindness or deafness.  I would like to create a directory of parents with children having these various special needs, so prospective parents can contact them to learn more about raising a child with a certain special need.  

So, if you are willing to participate, please contact me with the following information;

· Parent/s name/s

· The child’s special need

· What treatment, therapy or education was required.

· Email address and best phone number to call

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDS 

The International Friends program at Missouri State University is once again looking for host families for students arriving from other countries. 
This program matches an American family with an international student.  The family offers friendship to the student, and gives him or her an opportunity to learn more about the ordinary lives of Americans.  The host family is only required to make contact with the student once a month, by phone, email or in person, but is expected to invite the student to join in traditional American celebrations and activities from time to time.  Families are also expected to be interested in the student’s life, and in his or her culture – sending a birthday card, attending graduation, inviting the student to make a traditional meal for the family, inviting their friends for a get-together and so on. Host families are asked to make a commitment of two semesters; in practice, many lifelong friendships are made!! This level of interaction is ideal for adoptive families with young children. You can request a male or female student from your child’s country of origin, and International Friends accepts applications from families year-round. 
For further information, call Roger and Becky Turnbough at 417-887-5421 or check out their  web site www.ifmo.org, where you can apply online.
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 This is the last newsletter you will receive if you have not paid your annual dues.  Please download a copy of our membership form and post it to Jessica Gerard with your check. 
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