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FEBRUARY MEETING
LUNAR NEW YEAR PARTY
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e sure to mark your calendar now for one of the most popular events of the year , the Lunar New Year Party on Saturday, February 13, at First and Calvary Presbyterian Church in Springfield.
The Lunar New Year is an important part of our Asian children’s heritage, celebrated in China, Taiwan, Korea and Vietnam. 2010 is the Year of the Tiger. All families, including relatives and friends, are invited to join in the festivities. If you are considering adopting from Asia, or waiting for a referral, this will be a great opportunity to meet adoptive families.   

We will begin with Asian crafts and activities for all ages, and free tiger facepainting, and then take our annual Group Photograph. We will then enjoy a Chinese buffet.  This year, events after lunch will feature a Kung Fu Demonstration by Fu Hok Studio, who will then lead the children in a Lion Dance. Hing Wah Hatch will demonstrate the traditional ribbon dancing and then all the children can join in. Every child will get the traditional Lucky Envelope.  
Once again, the store will be selling a wide variety of inexpensive items with an Asian theme. If you have Asian books, toys, ornaments, souvenirs, outgrown traditional outfits, etc, please donate them to the store.   Contact Sheri Biser by calling 887-9167, or emailing sdbiser@msn.com For further information about the event, please contact Sandy Frye at 890-0730, or smyfrye@sbcglobal.net
If you have not received our mailing, or have mislaid it, please use the following form and enclose your check.  All reservations must be received by February 5.

---------------------------------------

Lunar New Year Reservation
February 13, 2010

Family name______________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

phone number __________________

__ youth and adults 14 and older @ $15
__ children 6-13 @$11
__ children 0-5 no charge (a head count is still needed

__ total number of people

Amount enclosed $___________

Mail to:

Sandy Frye

2949 S. Natural Bridge Drive

Springfield, MO 65809
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS FOR ADOPTIVE PARENTS 

Every January, I urge that we all re-evaluate our adoptive parenting and make resolutions to do better in the coming year.  Once again, I want to remind us all that raising adoptive children is significantly different than raising biological children, especially when our children come from other countries. Our adoption support group exists to inform and assist parents, and to serve the children.   We have created a wide range of programs to meet our families’ needs. 
Big events to meet our children’s needs to socialize and celebrate their own heritage have been well-organized by parents and well-attended.   We are justly proud of our Lunar New Year party, our Moon Festival, our Eastern European and our Americas parties, and the new Camp Panda heritage camp. Though numbers are falling, the summer picnic and the swim party, and the holiday party, are still successful. 
But the educational programs have not attracted many: last year only one mother and child participated in the Lifebook in a Day even, and just two families came to the WISE UP Powerbook session.  Few parents attend our monthly parent meetings.  The number of families who become members of our group has started to fall, and is every year a smaller percentage of all international adoptive families in our area.

Of course, it is entirely possible that every family has completed lifebooks to help their children talk about birthfamilies, used the WISE UP Powerbook to teach their children how to handle conversations about adoption and find all the answers to their problems and concerns online. It’s also possible that parents feel their children are doing so well they just don’t need these tools.  More likely, as our children grow, their lives are so filled with school, sports, music and other activities that there never seems the time for adoption education, for either parents or children.  

Nevertheless, as adoptive parents, it is our responsibility to equip ourselves and our adopted children with the tools to enable them to be as happy and successful as biological children. After four decades of large-scale international adoption, we know from adult adoptees and adoption experts some important truths about international adoptees:

· Children raised in orphanages and in poor quality foster care typically experience physical and emotional neglect that leads to some level of brain-altering trauma which can affect attachment, behavior and learning. Attachment parenting and early intervention with appropriate therapies enables many internationally adopted children to overcome early disadvantages.   If nothing is done, the problems will worsen over the years.

· Adopted children think far more often about their birthparents than their adoptive parents realize, mostly because they do not share their thoughts with their parents.

· Transracially adopted children endure far more racism than they ever reveal to their parents.

· If we parents do not equip our young children to handle all of the above, many of them will experience more difficulties in the teenage years than biological children.  
So, once again, I urge you to take stock of your adoptive parenting, and plan ahead of time to take advantage of the educational programs we offer.  IAF will continue to offer them as a service to our families.  I will also be here any time your family needs help with any adoption issue.  I have a great deal of accumulated knowledge, expertise and many resources. We have a library of books and videos, and a list of therapists providing the range of therapy options.  

Of course, one reason why membership and participation may be falling is that we may not be meeting your needs, or presenting our programs in a way that works for your family.  So, instead of a January meeting this month, we will be sending out a survey to get your feedback on what our organization needs to do better when it comes to adoption education programs.  As our children grow older, into their teens, we need to develop programs that meet their needs for more teen-oriented activities and educational programs.  

Adoption and the Haiti Earthquake
Two of the families in our group have children adopted from Haiti, and another family is in the process of adopting a toddler from Haiti. Their little girl is safe, and her orphanage suffered only minor damage. She may be coming home sooner than expected, because of the earthquake.  Several hundred U.S. families are in the process of adopting children from Haiti. Until now, adopting from Haiti has been a slow and very frustrating process.  However, in the face of the humanitarian crisis caused by the earthquake, the U.S. government has granted these children emergency visas, so they can be quickly brought to the U.S. to live with their new families.  On January 19, the first 53 of these children arrived in Pittsburgh to be united with their waiting adoptive parents.  
These children have already been identified as orphans and deemed eligible for international adoption.  Many warm-hearted Americans are now eager to adopt one of the thousands of children orphaned by the earthquake. However, they will need to wait, as authorities need first to try to locate living relatives of each child who could provide a home for him or her.  The first priority is to find a new home with Haiti with relatives.  Only if no relative is available, will the child be freed for international adoption meeting Haitian and U.S. legal requirements for international adoption.  This will take months, and in the meantime, Americans are encouraged to make monetary donations to help the children of Haiti.
International Potluck

Tuesday, February 9

Library Center  
6:30 pm
An announcement from the Library Center:  
“Imagine tastes, smells and sights from all around the world--in one place. Enjoy an international potluck and give immigrants and refugees from abroad a change to meet their neighbors and learn about their new community. Bring an international dish labeled with the type of food and country of origin. Attendees are encouraged to wear international dress. Each month will highlight a different country and feature a brief presentation by a native from that country, plus a few words from a member of a local community organization on what the Ozarks has to offer our new friends. Hosted by sisters Jennifer Moore and Ashley Moore.” February’s meeting features The Philippines
Cultural Care Au Pair

One way some adoptive families bring their child’s birth country heritage and language into their home is to hire an au pair.  Cultural Care Au Pair can match families with qualified au pairs from many countries, including China and Ukraine.  For more information go to culturalcare.com.
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