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December Meeting:
Holiday Party!
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Bring your family to our annual Holiday Party at Jessica Gerard’s home.

 Saturday December 11

 5-8 pm
4349 E. Kensington St

This year, we will invite the children to perform in a little concert, playing holiday music on the piano or their own instrument, or singing holiday music.  If your child likes to play or sing, please encourage him or her to prepare a piece to perform.

We will also have story time this year, and we have new puzzles as well as the usual crafts and games. Of course, Santa will be visiting with a small gift for each child!
Please bring some finger food and a drink to share. 

Directions:

From Highway 65, take either

· East Sunshine: turn right  onto Blackman Road, on the right lane after Sam’s Club.  Go to the top of the hill, past two (!) fire 

stations and turn left onto Farm Road 156

· On East Battlefield, turn left at the stop sign on the 3 way stop onto Blackman Road. Go to the top of the hill past the new park and turn right onto Farm Road 156. 

For both, take Farm Road 156 down the hill until you reach Ingram Hills Estates.  Turn left onto Mumford into the subdivision, go up the hill and turn right onto Kensington. Ours is the second house on the left, north side, with a lit star on the porch. 
If you do get lost, call 882-2516 
Important News about the Lunar New Year Party
Sandy Frye can no longer organize the Lunar New Year Party Her request for volunteers to take over the job of organizing the party, or to form a committee to jointly take it over, has had no responses at all.    As no other members are willing to undertake this responsibility, the board has, with much regret, decided to discontinue the Lunar New Year Party.  

We recommend that those families who wish to celebrate this important part of their Chinese children’s heritage take them to the Discovery Center’s Chinese New Year event.

Michelle Sherwood:
Angel in Adoption
Michelle Sherwood was adopted from Korea as a baby through Holt. She was raised in a rural community in Missouri, and attended Korean heritage camps as a teen.  As an adult, she went on a homeland trip to South Korea, and met her birth family.  She has built a rewarding relationship with her birth family over the last few years.  

She has become an advocate for international adoption, working with Dillon International, and she has come to several of our meetings to talk about her experiences growing up as a Korean adoptee, the importance of heritage camps, and her homeland visit.  She became a mentor for three of our  teenage Chinese adoptees, Sarah Gutzke, and Lydia and Mikaela Smith.  For all our Asian children, she has been a positive role model of a successful adult adoptee. 
She came to Springfield seven years ago to work in television news.  As news anchor for KSPR, she persuaded the station to feature the program Wednesday’s Child, found on television stations across the nation.  The segment features a local child waiting for adoption.  Michelle interviewed each child, and narrated each segment.  Since the program began seven months ago, six children have found families.  
Impressed by her achievements, Congressman-elect Roy Blunt nominated Michelle for the Angels in Adoption Award, and she received this prestigious national award in Washington D.C. last month.  (And she also got the prestigious Regional Emmy Award last month too!)  
To read more about Michelle’s impressive contributions to both international and domestic adoption, see the article in the Holt International.blog.

Sadly, we are now losing Michelle, as she has just taken a new job as a lead anchor on the East Coast.  We wish her the very best, and thank her for all she has done for adoption in our community.  


















