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September Meeting:

W.I.S.E UP Workshop for kids

Saturday, September 26, 2010

3-5 pm

Pathways United Methodist Church

  This workshop focuses on teaching adopted children them how to handle awkward, intrusive and offensive questions , comments and insults about adoption, using the W.I.S.E. UP Powerbook.   Each child will get his or her own copy of the W.I.S.E. UP Powerbook, and will complete assignments in the book during the workshop.  The children will also participate in discussions of the issues raised in the book, sharing their own experiences and feeling.  We will talk about how their non-adopted peers view adoption, and how adoption is depicted in the media.   They will also act out the scenarios depicted so they can practice when to Walk away, say It’s Private, Share some information, or Educate others.
Bringing the children together for the workshop will help them realize that all adopted children have the same experiences, and they are not alone.   They will see that their feelings about being adopted, and about these intrusive questions are normal, as they hear from other children. The sense of solidarity they will feel with other adoptees will help them see being adopted as a normal and positive experience and build their self-esteem and self-confidence.  Participants will leave empowered by their training.
Adoptive parents Jessica Gerard and Tony Cooley will be leading this workshop for children ages 6 and up.  Teen adoptees Sarah Gutzke and Lydia Smith will be assisting with discussions and activities, and serving as role models and mentors to the little ones.  The workshop will be limited to 20 children, and will be divided by age into smaller groups.  Refreshments will be provided during a break
Cost: $20 for the first child in a family, $15 for siblings

To register your child/ren, please send in the form below along with a  check made out to IAF by September 23, 2010, to Jessica Gerard, 4349 E. Kensington St, Springfield, MO 65809.  When you register, you will get directions etc by email.  For more information email jgerard95@aol.com.
Yes, I want my child/ren to participate in the W.I.S.E. Up Workshop on Saturday, September 26!
Parent’s name  _______________________  Email __________________________ phone___________
First child’s name ______________________________________________ age ___          $_____
Second child’s name ___________________________________________  age___
$ ____
Third child’s name _____________________________________________ age____
 $____









Total payment 
   $____
October meeting       
Mid-Autumn Moon Festival
6-8 pm

Saturday 0ctober 3, 2009

Chesterfield Park

2115 W. Republic Road

Springfield

Mark your calendar for our annual celebration of Moon Festival.  We bring dishes for a pot luck dinner, hear the story of Chang-E and Chinese music, and when it gets dark we admire the moon and the children parade with lit lanterns – it’s a lovely sight!  We even have genuine Mooncakes for you to try – flavors that kids will enjoy!

Linda Terry, Carol Chalfant and Lisa King are now the organizers for this event.  For further information email laterry63@mchsi.com, or call 863-1429.
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Don’t miss this fun-filled weekend with some really special features! Preregister EARLY!  www.ocdf.org

Special Author Programs                                                 
Jean MacLeod – Adoption Author/Editor of At Home in this World and Adoption Parenting (and Adoptive Mom) will conduct the “TEENS Write & Illustrate their Story” Workshop (for teens), “Adoption – Parenting Your Tween” (for parents), and “Attachment Therapy: A Parent’s Guide to Asking Questions” (for parents)                                                  

Special Sessions for Teens and Kids:
Kids Helping Kids and Teens Give Back
One session for kids/teens to make blankets and dolls for orphanages in China
Movie for Teens and Parents: The Blood of Yinzhou District 
(Academy Award Winning Documentary about children orphaned when their parents died of AIDS)
Chinese Traditional Arts and Crafts & Games for Kids
Inner Bottle Painting, Kite Decorating, Peking Opera Mask and Puppet-making for The Monkey King Story-telling, 
Lantern-making, Calligraphy, and Games Kids Play in China
Special Sessions on China Adoption Issues:
Forum on the Status of Orphanages from China with Dr. Jane Liedtke
Resources for Chinese Culture and Language Learning wth Dr. Jane Liedtke

Special Sessions on Homeland Travel & Living in China
Returning to China with Your Adopted Child and What’s in an Orphanage File? with Dr. Jane Liedtke
Meeting Birthparents in China – When a homeland tour becomes a birthfamily reunion with Dr. Jane Liedtke
Teen Leadership Camp & Tween/Teen and Family Volunteer Programs in China with Dr. Jane Liedtke
What’s it like to go to school  in China with Emily Liedtke
Your Options for this OCDF Chinese Culture Weekend:
1.       You can join OCDF for the day (as a commuter from home or work) PREREGISTER WITH OCDF FOR THE CONFERENCE!! 



2.       Or , stay at the hotel with the group! Fly in or drive in! And, Also - PREREGISTER WITH OCDF FOR THE CONFERENCE!!
Call: 1 800 448 2296 to make hotel reservations (tell them you are booking Our Chinese Daughters Foundation) or go to www.ocdf.org for the link to hotel reservations or go to  http://www.holidayinn.com/h/d/hi/1/en/hotel/STLSC and enter booking code OCD for Our Chinese Daughters Foundation. Cost per night is $79.00/room for the group’s block of rooms. Deadline for group discounted hotel room reservations is November 15, 2009

 More information and Registration forms at www.ocdf.org/events/stl.doc


