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October, 2009
_________________________________________________________________

October Parent Meeting:
New Approaches to Parenting Internationally Adopted Children

Saturday October 24, 

6:30 pm

This meeting has been cancelled and will be rescheduled.
NOVEMBER MEETING: ELEVENTH ANNUAL ADOPTION FAIR 

November 14, 2009

8:30 am – 1:00 pm

Lincoln Hall 211

Ozarks Community Technical College

815 N. Sherman Blvd, Springfield
Once again, it is time for our annual Adoption Fair. This very successful event is our most important community service as a support group, bringing those who long to become parents together with the agencies finding families for the children, both here in the U.S. and abroad, who desperately need a family of their very own. It is a wonderful opportunity to promote international adoption, and to find families for the waiting children.

The fair provides information on adoption, both domestic and international.   The fair will feature informational exhibits by agencies, adoption lawyers, support groups, and adoption-related businesses and services.  This year we will omit the speakers and the childcare.
Please help us reach as many people as possible by telling everyone you know who is interested in adoption, and by posting flyers.   If you have any contacts with TV and radio stations, or other news media, please help us get the word out.  This is our major community outreach, and many people decide to adopt after conversations with our members.   

WE NEED HELP FROM EVERY MEMBER FAMILY:

PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ATTACHED FLYER AND POST AT LEAST 10 OF THEM ON COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDS:

· At your local supermarket
· At your workplace

· At your place of worship

· At your pediatrician’s or ob-gyn’s office

· At colleges and universities

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!

When you participate, you are not only providing the help we need to run the fair successfully, you are advocates for international adoption, available to answer the many questions of prospective parents.  It’s also an opportunity to socialize with other adoptive parents. You are welcome to bring your children, but childcare will not be provided this year.
We need volunteers for:

Registration

Our IAF table

Our fundraising table

Setup and cleanup

Pleas send me an email, with the time and task you prefer jgerard95@aol.com
IF YOU HAVE PAID MEMBERSHIP FEES BUT HAVE NOT SENT IN A FORM, PLEASE DOWNLOAD ONE AND MAIL IT – THEY ARE NEEDED FOR MY FILES!
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Mark your calendars for our annual Holiday Party at Jessica Gerard’s home, on Saturday evening, December 12, 2009

NEW!
Saturday Basic Chinese School

[image: image5.wmf]
Classes on Saturdays at Hill Hall, Missouri State University 
Taught by Chinese students

Innovative, interactive and age-appropriate teaching

Director: Linda Sun

Basic Chinese A

9:00-9:50 am

10:00-10:50 am

Ages 2 and up

· Cultivate interest in Chinese culture and its language

· Basic pinyin

· Simple greetings, introduction etc

Basic Chinese B

9:00-9:50am

10;00-10:50 am

Ages 6 and up

· Introduce Chinese culture

· Recognize pinyin and its tones

· Use Chinese in some daily life activities

Basic Chinese C

2:00-2:50 pm

3:00-3:50 pm

For children over 6 who have mastered basic pinyin and tones and can use basic Chinese for some daily life activities

· Introduce Chinese history and customs

· Student read short texts or stories in pinyin

· Write 100+ Chinese words

Basic Chinese for Adults

2:00-2:50 pm

3:00-3:50 pm

· Introduce Chinese history and customs

· Student read short texts or stories in pinyin

· Write 100+ Chinese words

For more information, please contact Linda Sun

Home: 619-9737

Cell: 882-6893

Office: 836-5480

Lsun@missouristate.edu
OTC TRIP TO CHINA

Do you want to return to China to learn more about its history and culture?  Would you like to take an online class that includes two week trip to China?  Consider signing up for HST 295, History of China, offered in the spring semester of 1010, with travel to China May 15-29.  The cost of the trip, $3600, includes 

· Airfare between Beijing and Springfield

· Visa fees

· 4 star hotels

· Three meals a day

· All transportation within China

· All entry fees

· Experienced national guide and city guides

Not included are course fees, tips, or the cost of obtaining a passport and additional travel insurance.

Highlights of the trip include:

· Beijing: the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, the Temple of Heaven, a hutong tour, and the Great Wall

· Suzhou: traditional gardens and a silk factory

· Nanjing: Sun YatSen Mausoleum, Massacre Museum, City Gate, Ming Tombs, Sacred Way

· Xian: Terra-Cotta Warriors, Great Mosque, City Wall

· Pingyao: fabulous intact 18th century walled town, courtyard mansions, temples

· Two overnight train trips

All travelers must be 18 years and older, and must take the online course, but need not otherwise be OTC students.  Physical fitness is essential, because there is a lot of walking involved in seeing the sights.  
Jessica Gerard is the instructor and leader for the trip, assisted by Shirey Van Hook, another OTC history instructor. 

For further information, contact Jessica Gerard, gerardj@otc.edu.


















