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March Meeting

Movie Night
“ADOPTION”
This important new documentary on the long-term impact on adoptees of trans-racial international adoption is a must–see for all our adoptive parents.  
The documentary focuses on the major long-term issues facing our adopted children, and is a real eye-opener.  What you will see and hear is often disturbing, but always thought-provoking and insightful.
 After the documentary has been shown, we will have a discussion period about the issues the documentary
Soda and popcorn will be provided, and childcare will be available.

Saturday, March 21

6:30 pm

Pathways United Methodist Church 
1232 E. Dale St, Springfield

Please RSVP Jessica Gerard, 882-2516 jgerard95@aol.com
APRIL MEETINGS 

Our special guest in April will be Iris Culp from Tulsa, Oklahoma.  She works for  Lotus Travel, and is the adoptive mother of two girls from China, She will be giving a presentation on Homeland Visits – applicable to all international adoptee - , and another presentation on neuro-reorganization – an increasingly popular new therapy that is now considered very effective in resolving a wide range of issues arising from abandonment and orphanage care or poor foster care, as well as the adoption experience itself.  She is actually using this therapy for her own daughters, with great success, so this will be about her own experiences with this important new therapy.

Mark your calendars:
Saturday April 25 6:30 pm. 
NEURO-REORGANIZATION

Sunday, April 26, 2 pm 
HOMELAND VISITS

Major April Event:
 MULAN JUNIOR
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Lisa Montelione-Jones has worked hard to create this special fundraiser for IAF on Saturday April 11, at 2:30 pm.  Springfield Little Theater agreed to put on a special matinee performance just for IAF.  We take a share of the profits from the sale of tickets.  This is a rare opportunity for us to raise much-needed funds for our group.
If we sell all the seats, we can raise $1,500 for our group.  This will enable us to do much more to meet the needs of our children and their families. Some of our major events are very expensive but very important for our families, and the only way we can hold them is to do fundraisers;

· The Heart of the Matter Seminar

· The Russian Kaleidescope

· The documentary, “Adoption”

· Jane Brown’s Playshop

We really need this money to fulfill our goals of providing quality educational and cultural experiences for our families.  

Mulan Junior is a play that all children will enjoy.  Take not only your own family, but encourage your friends to buy tickets to support our group. Promoting this event is one way you can support our group and help all our children.  Please support this special event by bringing your family and friends on April 11, downtown to Springfield Little Theater, for the 2;30 pm matinee put on just for our group!

The show is ideal for children, as it is only an hour long, with no intermission. 

Tickets are a very reasonable $11 per person – adult or child.

No seats will be assigned – it is general admission on the orchestra level, where everyone has a good view of the stage’

To order tickets, call Lisa Montelione-Jones, at 417-889-8368, or email l  lisamont@mchsi.com
Eastern European Party [image: image1.wmf]
Saturday, August 8

Mark your calendars for this finalized date. We have again invited Sergei Shapavol to give his outstanding multimedia presentation for children on Russian culture. Russian Kaleidescope

This is a fabulous program, very entertaining and educational, with lots of hands-on participation for the children.

Our party will also feature a lunch of Eastern European dishes, and a store where you can buy beautiful genuine Russian items, and books about Eastern Europe.  

We now need volunteers for a committee to organize this major event.  If you are willing to help, please call or email Jessica Gerard, 882-256, jgerard95@aol.com
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NEW SHANGHAI CIRCUS

ANNUAL ADOPTED CHINESE CHILDREN REUNION

Saturday June 12, 2009

Program:

9;30 am check in at Hilton Convention Center

10am-noon Chinese games.  $5 fee 
12:30 travel to New Shanghai Theater
Lunch prepared by Chef Mr. Yong in Lobby and Auditorium.  Adults over 18 $10, kids 18 and younger eat free.

2;00 show put on only for families with children from China.  Free popcorn for each family.  Adopted kids and sibling free. Adults $24 per adult.

4-5 pm. Pictures and Question and Answer session in auditorium

Special rates at Hilton Branson Convention Center Hotel, Hilton Promenade at Branson Landing, and Silver Dollar City – 2 day ticke t at less than 1 day ticket.

To register by phone or email. Contact  Megan Coy, 417-336-8888, 417-425-2471 or reunion@acrobatsofchina.com.

Practical Strategies for working with Sensory Integration Disorder and Sensory Processing Disorder in Children and Adolescents
Springfield, April 6

One day seminar presented by Kathleen Morris, MS, CCC, SLP, a nationally-recognized speech-language pathologist with long experience in working with children with sensory issues and other developmental challenges.  This seminar will be of interest to adoptive parents whose children have sensory issues.

Topic include:

· What happens in the brain

· What sensory processing disorder is

· How it impacts thinking, behavior and communication

· Strategies for intervention

· Auditory intervention

Find out more and register at www.summit.education.com
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