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JUNE MEETING: SUMMER PICNIC

and Annual General Meeting
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Saturday, June 6, 2009  

4-8 pm

Phelps Grove Park

Springfield
We will meet and eat in the pavilion at 4:30 pm, rain or shine.

IAF will provide fried chicken.  Families with last names beginning with A-K please bring a salad and a large bottle of soda, tea, water etc, and families with last names beginning with L-Z please bring a large drink and a dessert. 

Plates, cups, flatware, napkins, ice, etc, are provided.

Parents, please bring outdoor games for the children.

The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m.  Membership dues ($25) can be paid at the picnic.
Directions; Phelps Grove Park is a few blocks south of Missouri State University.  You can reach the park off I-44 by exiting south on Glenstone to Bennett, turning west on Bennett and continuing across National Avenue; or off 65 by exiting on Sunshine west to turn right (north) on National Avenue to left on Brookside Drive (past tennis courts).  Go past the Art Museum and Kings to turn left on Virginia, where there is a car lot opposite the park.  More parking is available around the edge of the park. 

For more information call Sandy Frye, 890-0730.


NEW SHANGHAI CIRCUS

ANNUAL ADOPTED CHINESE CHILDREN REUNION

Friday, June 12, 2009

Program:

9;30 am check in at Hilton Convention Center

10am-noon Chinese games.  $5 fee 
12:30 travel to New Shanghai Theater
Lunch prepared by Chef Mr. Yong in Lobby and Auditorium.  Adults over 18 $10, kids 18 and younger eat free.

2;00 show put on only for families with children from China.  Free popcorn for each family.  Adopted kids and sibling free. Adults $24 per adult.

4-5 pm. Pictures and Question and Answer session in auditorium

Special rates at Hilton Branson Convention Center Hotel, Hilton Promenade at Branson Landing, and Silver Dollar City – 2 day ticke t at less than 1 day ticket.

To register by phone or email. Contact  Megan Coy, 417-336-8888, 417-425-2471 or reunion@acrobatsofchina.com.

JULY MEETING:
LIFEBOOK IN A DAY

Saturday, July 18, 2009
9 am-5 pm

Pathways United Methodist Church

Springfield
Cost: $50 per family

Adoptive parents know that every adopted child needs a lifebook.  We all know the many benefits of having a lifebook for our child to read and discuss.  But many of us never seem to have the time to get one done.  Others hesitate because they don’t know how to begin. Now IAF will help you get it done and end the guilt!  Come to our second annual Lifebook in a Day event.  You come in the morning, stay for lunch, and work all day on the lifebook.  By the end of the day, your child’s lifebook will be done!  There will be a station for each step, each page, from before your child was born to the day your child comes home to America as part of a new family.  Basic materials, including colored papers, will be provided, but specialty pages and decorative items will be available for purchase. 
To register, send in the attached form with your check for $50 made out to IAF.

For further information call Jessica Gerard 882-2516 or jgerard95@aol.com
We have 3 great August events!

 EASTERN EUROPEAN PARTY 
FEATURING

Sergei Shapavol’s 

RUSSIAN KALEIDESCOPE

5pm-8 pm

Saturday, August 8, 2009

Pathways United  Methodist Church, Springfield
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[image: image6.wmf]Eastern European crafts for the children.  
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[image: image8.wmf] 5 pm Eastern European Feast. Enjoy traditional dishes from Eastern Europe.

[image: image9.wmf] 6 pm. Russian-born educator Sergei Shapoval, dressed in traditional Ukrainian folk costume, will give a highly entertaining and enjoyable multimedia presentation for children on Russia culture, featuring Russian traditions, folk instruments and folk dancing, and other hands–on learning.
[image: image10.wmf]  Store selling books, including some direct from Russia, and traditional toys, ornaments etc from Eastern Europe. 

CAMP PANDA

AUGUST 10-14 2009 

This coming summer, Camp Bear will once again celebrate the richness and diversity of Chinese culture and heritage through a week long summer camp for kids age 3 to 13. At Camp Panda campers will be introduced to, and invited to explore, the art, music, language and games of China.

Campers will study the Chinese language, learn to play various Chinese wind, string and percussion instruments and learn to sing popular Chinese children's folk songs! They will also discover how to paint in the style of ancient China.

Not your average summer camp, Camp Panda gives you and your child a unique opportunity to experience this culture that is rich in history and steeped in tradition! Most of the classes are taught by native Chinese speakers who have years of experience teaching children. 
Camp Panda is a four-day academic program with an exhibition day being held on Friday, August 14. Monday through Thursday, Camp starts at 8:00am and ends at noon for Little Butterfly (age 3-5) and Little Gold Fish (age 6-8). Program day will end at 2:30pm for Panda Friends (age 9-14). On the Exhibition day, we will invite all of our camp families to come join us for a children’s performance from 9:00am to noon. Camp Panda also offers extended supervised care after regular program hours

This program is jointly organized by International Adoptive Families of Southwest Missouri and Missouri State University.
Find further information and register online at http://morriscenter.missouristate.edu/campbear/camppanda/
Swim Party

Saturday, August 22

6-8 pm

At the home of Jeff and Sandy Frye

2949 Natural Bridge Drive

Springfield

Often, our big kids complain that events cater mostly to the little kids.  This is a party the big kids enjoy! Every year, the children have great fun in the Frye’s big, beautiful pool, and the adults enjoy socializing too.  Younger family members are welcome, and there will be a kiddy pool and play equipment for them. We will serve hot dogs and lemonade, and families are asked to bring a vegetable tray, or a fruit tray, or a dessert. 

Please RSVP 882-2516, or jgerard95@aol.com, by August 15, as we need to know how many will be attending. 




 If you cannot attend the picnic, please send Jessica your membership dues and the attached membership form.








