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April Meetings: This is an exceptionally busy month for IAF – we have at least one event happening every remaining weekend!  We hope you will attend one of them! 
MULAN JUNIOR
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Lisa Montelione-Jones has worked hard to create this special fundraiser for IAF on Saturday April 11, at 2:30 pm.  Springfield Little Theater agreed to put on a special matinee performance just for IAF.  We take a share of the profits from the sale of tickets.  This is a rare opportunity for us to raise much-needed funds for our group.
Mulan Junior is a play that all children will enjoy.  Take not only your own family, but encourage your friends to buy tickets to support our group. Promoting this event is one way you can support our group and help all our children.  Please support this special event by bringing your family and friends on April 11, downtown to Springfield Little Theater, for the 2:30 pm matinee put on just for our group!

The show is ideal for children, as it is only an hour long, with no intermission. 

Tickets are a very reasonable $11 per person – adult or child.

No seats will be assigned – it is general admission on the orchestra level, where everyone has a good view of the stage.
It’s not too late to order tickets and pick them up at the theater: call Lisa Montelione-Jones, at 417-889-8368, or email  lisamont@mchsi.com
Greater Gift Sale
Pathways United Methodist Church
1232 East Dale Street, Springfield
Saturday, April 18, 9 am -2 pm

Pathways United Methodist Church, which so graciously allows us to use their Family Life Center for our meetings, is holding their annual sale of fair trade items from around the world.  This year, they will raise funds for planting trees in Ghana.  Goods include food items as well as gifts, toys, household goods and clothing.  

IAF has a table there too: we sell our multicultural books to raise funds for our group.


This is a great opportunity to make your home more multicultural, and to buy gifts for others that help people in other countries support themselves.  

Iris Culp, a coordinator for Lotus Travel, and mother of two daughters adopted from China will be our featured speaker at two important April meetings:
HOMELAND VISITS

Saturday, April 25 6:30 pm. 
Children’s Story Hour Room

The Library Center

South Campbell
Professionals working in the field of international adoption strongly recommend a homeland visit for every child adopted from another country, as a crucial part of identity formation.  Iris Culp is a coordinator for Lotus Tours, one of the leading companies for homeland visits in China, but her presentation will cover the general issues of homeland visits, applicable Russia, Guatemala, Ethiopia, any part of the world.  She will address such issues as:

· Why does my child need a homeland visit? What are the benefits?

· What is the right age for a homeland visit?

· Should we travel in a group or alone as a family?

· What if my child doesn’t want to go?

· How can we afford this trip?

· How many family members should go?

· How will you deal with adoption issues that arise on the trip?

· What if we can meet birth family members?

· Should we visit the orphanage or foster parents on the first trip?

Iris’s presentation will be followed by a parent panel of families who have already made a homeland visit to China:

Jessica Gerard

Joe and Diana Smith

Effective Therapies for Trauma and Attachment Issues

Sunday, April 26, 2-4 pm

Pathways United Methodist Church 
1232 E. Dale St, Springfield
Iris Culp is the mother of two children with post-adoption issues who has found that two increasingly popular therapies have helped her girls.  She will share her knowledge and personal experiences about neuro-redevelopment and biomedical therapy.  Attachment therapists often now require that parents implement one or both of these nutritional and physical therapy programs.  
This is a very important informational meeting for every family whose child has post-adoption issues, and for every family waiting to adopt a child. 

Refreshments will be served, and childcare will be provided by Sarah Gutzke and Lydia Smith

Please RSVP Jessica Gerard, 882-2516 jgerard95@aol.com for each event you plan to attend

Directions to Pathways Church
From I-44.  Take exit 80A south on North Glenstone Avenue.  Go past the Kearney St. intersection, past E Turner St and turn right on Dale Street, just past the ABC Bookstore and a bank.  If you reach the Dale Street traffic light, you have gone too far. On Dale Street, the church is on the seventh block on your left.  

From Highway  65.  Exit on Kearney and go west.  At Glenstone, turn left and follow the above directions.   

From within Springfield: take National 2 blocks north of Commercial, turn right on Dale Street (traffic lights at intersection)  go one block, church is on the right, with parking lot and entrance on east side.
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NEW SHANGHAI CIRCUS

ANNUAL ADOPTED CHINESE CHILDREN REUNION

Saturday June 12, 2009

Program:

9;30 am check in at Hilton Convention Center

10am-noon Chinese games.  $5 fee 
12:30 travel to New Shanghai Theater
Lunch prepared by Chef Mr. Yong in Lobby and Auditorium.  Adults over 18 $10, kids 18 and younger eat free.

2;00 show put on only for families with children from China.  Free popcorn for each family.  Adopted kids and sibling free. Adults $24 per adult.

4-5 pm. Pictures and Question and Answer session in auditorium

Special rates at Hilton Branson Convention Center Hotel, Hilton Promenade at Branson Landing, and Silver Dollar City – 2 day ticke t at less than 1 day ticket.

To register by phone or email. Contact  Megan Coy, 417-336-8888, 417-425-2471 or reunion@acrobatsofchina.com.

May Meeting:
Saturday, May 9, 6:30 pm

Place: to be arranged.

Tony Cooley, father of two sons from Russia, will give a presentation what he learned at the April conference of Families with Children from Russia and Ukraine, one of the most important and informative conferences dealing with post-adoption 

*PEAR* Observational Survey - Post-Adoption Services*

Parents for Ethical Adoption Reform (PEAR) invites all adoptive parents 
to take the PEAR Observational Survey of Adoptive Parents on Success, Satisfaction and Types of Post-Adoption Services (POSitive Study). This survey is for those who have completed a domestic or international/ Inter-country adoption from any country. Whether your child has had 
virtually no issues or interventions or many, they would like your input!

This anonymous survey is in English. One survey would need to be taken per child. It will take between 20 and 40 minutes to complete depending on the amount of services you have used. The survey includes questions about adoption professional follow-up; financial and life insurance; International Adoption Clinic and medical doctor follow-up; early intervention services (US only); mental ealth/attachment services; faith-based services; school-ased services; testing, therapies and at-home interventions.

PEAR seeks to address gaps in post-adoptive support and provide free information to adoptive parents. Starting in 2009, they will be sharing explanations of interventions and practical tips. Their goal is to bring health care sectors together to solve the gaps brought to light in the survey. Ultimately, they want to recommend a healing roadmap that will have an interactive flowchart to assist parents in determining timing and types of interventions.

You can access the survey at the following link http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB228Q6QUGVM6 or go to their website 
at www.pear-now.org and access it there.











