	INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIVE FAMILIES OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI

	web site: iafswmo.org
	March, 2008


MARCH MEETING 
TALKING ABOUT ADOPTION

Our March meeting focuses on all the situations when we have to explain adoption.  

· People ask us why we adopt internationally, when there are so many children needing families in the U.S.

· family members oppose or question our decision to adopt

· people make negative or uninformed comments in front of our children, such as “How much did he cost?” or “They throw the baby girls away in China”

· we need to give a presentation about adoption at our child’s preschool or school

· we need to explain adoption to  our child’s friends

· explaining adoption to our adopted child
Everyone is invited, to bring your experiences, answers, ideas and concerns.  Handouts, books to borrow or look at, and lists of resources, will be available on each of these topics.
Childcare and refreshments will be provided.  A small donation to our childcare providers would be appreciated.
Date: Saturday, March 29
Time: 6;30 pm

Place: Pathways Methodist Church, formerly Dale Street Methodist Church. 1232 E. Dale St, Springfield

Please RSVP Jessica Gerard, 882-2516 jgerard95@aol.com by Friday, March 28. 
Directions
From I-44.  Take exit 80A south on North Glenstone Avenue.  Go past the Kearney St. intersection, past E Turner St and turn right on Dale Street, just past the ABC Bookstore and a bank.  If you reach the Dale Street traffic light, you have gone too far. On Dale Street, the church is on the seventh block on your left.  

From Highway  65.  Exit on Kearney and go west.  At Glenstone turn left and follow the above directions.   

From within Springfield: take National 2 blocks north of Commercial, turn right on Dale Street, go one block, church is on the right, with parking lot and entrance on east side
APRIL MEETING:

AMERICAS PARTY
Saturday, April 19 

4:30-6:00 pm

Bring the whole family for an afternoon of fun at the Ozark Mountain Gym at Battlefield and Fort, Springfield 

· Fabulous equipment for all ages from babies to adults

· Store selling Latin American books, toys and gifts

· Pinata

· Drinks provided

Wear your gym clothes, and please bring a healthy snack to share.  Latin American goodies especially welcome, but not necessary

For further information, contact Shurdena Evans at

ShurdenaEvans@MissouriState.edu
Come and Join in the Fun!
PLAYGROUP
All parents of toddlers and preschoolers are invited to become part of the IAF playgroup.

The next playdate for the playgroup is on
Wednesday, March 12th at 1 pm. At Sequiota Park 
(weather permitting).  If the weather is bad our back-up plan Discovery Center.  RSVP  Lisa Montelione-Jones, 889-8368, or lisamont@,mchsi.com
FRUA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

“Focus on Education and Development: Equipping Our Children for Success”

March 28-29, 2008

Busch Student Center

St. Louis University
St. Louis, Missouri
This conference is a wonderful opportunity for ALL adoptive parents to educate themselves on issues that affect their children. Some of the most respected and important experts in adoption will be there, notably neuropsychologist Ronald Federici, and psychologist Boris Gindis.  If your child has ANY of the following issues, you will get the latest and best information to help him or her.   
Sessions include:

 On Friday, March 28
· Jennifer Ladage of the St. Louis international adoption clinic, FACES, and Barbara Whitman on the medical issues in international adoption.  
· Improving  communication skills for academic ands social success

· vision problems

· estate Planning for a special needs child

· therapies for attachment problems including EMDR, Narrative Therapy, Theraplay, Brain Gym and Sensory Integration Therapy

· Comprehensive Treatment Intervention for the Non- Responsive Child

On Saturday, March 29
· Keynote address  on raising internationally adopted children by Ronald Federici

· Issues in adolescence

· Hearing loss

· Early literacy strategies

· Fetal alcohol syndrome

· Initial adjustment to the family

· Fetal alcohol spectrum disorder

· Residential treatment

· Auditory processing disorder

· Special education – rights and remedies

· Academic and cognitive remediation.  Important discussion of Cumulative Cognitive Deficit

Cost: one person $150 one day, both days $250.

Couple: $260 one day or $475 two days

Registration for each workshop is first come, first served.  Discount hotel reservations are available at the Hyatt Regency St. Louis at Union Station, until Monday, February 25

I have downloaded the complete program, and would be happy to forward it to you if you want more information.
For more information, contact Sandy Davis at sand@frua.org. Registration details and more information are online at
http://www.frua.org/conference/2008/2008.shtml 

or
http://www.frua.org/conference/2008/Conference_Brochure.pdf
If you were planning to register your children for our very own new Heritage Camp, please do so as soon as possible, so you can get a place for your child before registration is open to the general public, when classes will fill quickly!
**********************************
Missouri State’s Camp Bear International 

CAMP PANDA
A summer camp focusing on the heritage of China held in Ellis Hall on the Missouri State campus

August 11-15 2008

8:00am - 11:50am for ages up to 8, additional afternoon class until 1pm for ages 9 and up. 

Classes include

· Chinese Brush Painting

· Chinese Flute

· Chinese Calligraphy

· Chinese Festive Dances

· Chinese Harp

· Chinese Orchestra

· Vocal Music

· Beginner’s Mandarin Chinese

· Advanced Mandarin

The instructors are experienced professionals, four of them from China or Taiwan.  
If you have not already picked up the flyer, you can download a registration form: https://morriscenter.missouristate.edu/CampPanda/registration.php
Or you can call (417)836-3069, or toll-free (877)678-2005 extn.3069.

This camp is open to all children age 3 and up, but priority will be given to children whose parents are members of International Adoptive Families. You must use the password Panda815 when registering online to obtain priority.  These classes are limited in size, so you will need to register quickly to guarantee a place for your child.

***********************************
The New Shanghai Circus’s

Annual

FAMILY REUNION

For families with children from China

Friday, June 13, 2008

9:30 am-5 pm.

Events include

· Learn traditional Chinese games 

· Authentic Chinese lunch buffet

· Presentation about the career of an acrobat.

· Special show just for the adoptive families

· Group pictures with the acrobats

Costs: $10 per family for the morning 
games


$5 adult for the lunch (0-17 free)


$24 per adult (18+) for the 
performance
To register, go to their website, 

www.newshanghaicircus.com, to download the registration form.

Registration deadline: May 15, 2008

For further information email 

Patty Luo (417)334-8781 ext. 228, patty.luo@nscc.biz, 

Or Cathay Tan (417)365-0888

Cathayone@hotmail.com
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