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REFERRALS!!
Warmest congratulations to the following families on their recent referrals.  Here is the information, in their own words:
Eric and Tricia Headley:

DTC:  June 6, 2006 
Referral Date:  November 6, 2007 
Child's Name:  Zhang Fang (to be named Makenna Lin Fang Headley) 
DOB: October 1, 2000 (7 years old) 
Location: Chongqing Children’s Home (SWI), Chongqing, China 
Proud Family:  Eric, Tricia, Aaron, Mia and Meisi Headley 
Travel Dates: February 13 - 28 
Website:          www.thestoryofyou.com/Makenna.html  (We hope to post daily from China with photographs!)
John and Karen Prescott:

Our son is from Wulumuqi China, also known as Urumqi in Xinjiang province.  His birthday is 4/19/04 and he is in foster care and the reports indicate he has been in foster care his entire stay.  His name is Xin Tian Bo and we are naming him Luke Tian Bo Prescott.  The report says he goes by the nickname "BoBo" (short o sound) so that may be what he prefers.  We received our referral for BoBo on Feb 4th and should travel in 6-8 weeks.  Urumqi is way up in the far NW corner of China and has a high percentage of minorities, especially Yigurs (We-gurs).  We are very excited to be preparing to travel.  Big sister Lily is going too.  She is from Fuling China and is just 6 weeks older than her new brother.  BoBo is already signed up to participate in Camp Panda this summer.  You can follow our journey on our google blog: bringinglukehome.

Brad and Missy Belote:

Brad and Missy Belote have a son in the Social Welfare Center of Lang Son Province, Vietnam.  His American name is Ezekiel "Zeke" Buu Belote.  Born: October 18, 2007 (he's 3 1/2 months)
We expect to travel: late summer/early fall
FEBRUARY MEETING 
OLDER CHILD ADOPTION

An increasing number of local adoptive parents are choosing to adopt older children beyond infancy and toddlerhood.  These parents have many concerns about the issues of older child adoption, and about meeting the needs of these children.  Parents considering older child adoption will want to know more about the children available, their physical and emotional health, the red flags in deciding on a referral, and what age is right for their family.  Parents waiting for a child may have concerns about traveling home with their child,  communication, adjustment, schooling, medical issues and attachment. 
These questions will be answered by a panel of several parents who have adopted older children. They will share their experiences and expertise, and give you their advice on how to handle all the issues of older child adoption.  Everyone who has adopted an older child, is planning to, or thinking about it, and everyone who is interested in hearing what these parents have to say, is urged to come to this meeting.
Childcare and refreshments will be provided.

Date: Saturday, February 23
Time: 6;30 pm

Place: Pathways Methodist Church, formerly Dale Street Methodist Church. 1232 E. Dale St, Springfield

Please RSVP Jessica Gerard, 882-2516 jgerard95@aol.com by Friday, February 22. 
Directions
From I-44.  Take exit 80A south on North Glenstone Avenue.  Go past the Kearney St. intersection, past E Turner St and turn right on Dale Street, just past the ABC Bookstore and a bank.  If you reach the Dale Street traffic light, you have gone too far. On Dale Street, the church is on the seventh block on your left.  

From Highway  65.  Exit on Kearney and go west.  At Glenstone turn left and follow the above directions.   

From within Springfield: take National 2 blocks north of Commercial, turn right on Dale Street, go one block, church is on the right, with parking lot and entrance on east side

PLAYGROUP:

Lisa Monelione-Jones has volunteered to do some playgroup planning for our International Adoptive Families members.   In the near future she will send out an e-mail to try to determine what days/times are best for those who are interested in participating.  But to get things going, she has set up the first get-together for Saturday, February 16th at 11:00 am at the new Rutledge-Wilson Farm.   The kids can attend a Farm Animal Meet and Greet where they can get up close and personal with the Farm’s miniature horses.   The class is only about ½ hour long and then the kids can go through the barn and look at the other animals and try their hand at milking the (fiberglass) cow.  The cost is $1.50 per child.  Parents must attend with the children, but they are free.  Please RSVP and let her know if you can attend because registration is limited and she has only reserved 15 spots for now.  

The farm is located just off Farm Road 146.  Just take Sunshine west to West Bypass.  Turn right on West Bypass and then take the first available left, which is Farm Road 146.  Go about 1 mile and you’ll see the big red barn on the right hand side of the road.  Check in at the Visitor’s Center when you arrive.


This event is best suited to children ages 2-5. Remember, please RSVP by 2/12 and let Lisa know if you’ll be able to join them.  Her email address is lisamont@mchsi.com

FRUA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE
“Focus on Education and Development: Equipping Our Children for Success”

March 28-29, 2008
Busch Student Center

St. Louis University
St. Louis, Missouri

Parents of children adopted from Eastern Europe will want to attend this conference, which features national experts on attachment and trauma, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, and Speech-Language issues. Keynote Speaker is Ronald Federici, one of the nation’s leading therapists in treating traumatized children from Eastern Europe. Twelve workshops will offer in-depth discussion of issues affecting adopted children and their families, such as learning difficulties, school issues, and adopting teens. 

Register by February 15 for $25 discount, and join FRUA for an additional membership discount of $50 for 2 days, and $35 for one day.

For more information, contact Sandy Davis at sand@frua.org. Registration details and more information are online at
http://www.frua.org/conference/2008/2008.shtml 
or
http://www.frua.org/conference/2008/Conference_Brochure.pdf
**********************************
If your family enjoyed our fabulous Lunar New Year party, you may want to enjoy more Chinese culture at the following events:

Chinese New Year at the Discovery Center, 438 E. St. Louis St, Springfield

Sunday, February 10, 1-5 pm

Admission $7, $6 for seniors, $5 ages 3-12, free for ages 2 and younger.

Call 862-9910 ext. 719 for information

The New Shanghai Circus’s

Annual

FAMILY REUNION

For families with children from China

Friday, June 13, 2008

9:30 am-5 pm.

Events include

· Learn traditional Chinese games 

· Authentic Chinese lunch buffet

· Presentation about the career of an acrobat.

· Special show just for the adoptive families

· Group pictures with the acrobats

Costs: $10 per family for the morning 
games


$5 adult for the lunch (0-17 free)


$24 per adult (18+) for the 
performance
To register, go to their website, 

www.newshanghaicircus.com, to download the registration form.

Registration deadline: May 15, 2008

For further information email 

Patty Luo (417)334-8781 ext. 228, patty.luo@nscc.biz, 

Or Cathay Tan (417)365-0888

Cathayone@hotmail.com
Missouri State’s Camp Bear International presents

CAMP PANDA
A summer camp focusing on the heritage of China held in Ellis Hall on the Missouri State campus

August 11-15 2008

8:00am - 11:50am for ages up to 8, additional afternoon class until 1pm for ages 9 and up. 

Classes include

· Chinese Brush Painting

· Chinese Flute

· Chinese Calligraphy

· Chinese Festive Dances

· Chinese Harp

· Chinese Orchestra

· Vocal Music

· Beginner’s Mandarin Chinese

· Advanced Mandarin

The instructors are experienced professionals, four of them from China or Taiwan.  
If you have not already picked up the flyer, you can download  a registration form: https://morriscenter.missouristate.edu/CampPanda/registration.php
Or you can call (417)836-3069, or toll-free (877)678-2005 extn.3069.

This camp is open to all children age 3 and up, but priority will be given to children whose parents are members of International Adoptive Families.. You must use the password Panda815 when registering online to obtain priority.  These classes are limited in size, so you will need to register quickly to guarantee a place for your child.

Multicultural Exhibition
Springfield Art Museum

111E. Brookside Drive

Features African, Asian and Latin American art

Exhibition ends March 9.

Open 9-5 Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, Thursday 9-9, Sunday 1-5. Free. 

Planning your summer already?  Mark your calendar for our annual picnic at Phelps Grove Park, Saturday June 7, 4-8 pm.
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