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Mid-Autumn Moon Festival
                                6-8 pm

Sunday, September 14, 2008

Chesterfield Park

2115 W. Republic Road

Springfield

· Each family, please bring a dish for our Pot-luck dinner. Drinks, plates, cups and flatware provided

· Dress the children up in their Chinese outfits (but bring sweaters, jackets etc as the evening turns cool quickly)

· Nearby playground equipment to play on

· Enjoy the the story of Chang-E and Hou Yi, narrated by Linda Sun
· Traditional Mooncakes and Moon Cookies

· Admire the rising harvest moon

· Lantern parade at dusk. Each child will carry a red Battery Paper Lanterns, available afterwards for a $5 donation.

Directions: Take Republic Road east of Kansas Expressway (a handy Dillon’s for last-minute food)

Pass the Chesterfield Center entrance and turn right on Scenic.  Go past Walgreen’s and office construction, and turn right into the parking lot.

For further information call Jessica Gerard, 882-2516, email jgerard95@aol.com.
Return to Korea
A presentation by Ronda  Thompson-Beckman

Saturday, September 27, 6:30 pm
Pathways United Methodist Church, Springfield

As our children grow, more and more of us will be considering whether or when to take our children on a homeland visit.  Hear about one family’s trip at our September meeting. Ronda Thompson adopted her son, Taylor, from Korea 18 years ago.  Recently, she returned with him on a homeland visit.  She will give a presentation on their experiences.  

RSVP by Friday, September 26, to jgerard95@aol.com, or 882-2516

Refreshments and childcare will be provided.

   HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINARS

Getting to the Heart of the Matter: Understanding the Developmental Challenges of the Adopted Child

October 24, 2008

6-9 pm

October 25, 2008

9:00 am –4:00 pm

Hammons Heart Institute

1235 E. Cherokee

Springfield, MO 65804

Cost: All day seminar $25 


Friday seminar $35

The Saturday Seminar is for waiting parents, parents who have never attended the seminar, adoption professionals, educators, everyone who would benefit from knowing why and how our children need special parenting to help them overcome their early disadvantages.
Members of IAF have called this event” the single most important thing we do”.  This is a superb all-day seminar on parenting the child adopted beyond early infancy- the child who waited.  Two entertaining and informative adoptive Moms – social worker and teacher- give an outstanding presentation that covers:

· Why internationally adopted children’s pre-adoption experiences cause issues

·  attachment issues

· Physical difficulties like sensory integration dysfunction

· Learning problems

· What the symptoms are

· How to parent to heal the hurt

Katie Prigel Sharp and Julie Drew have done their research well, and explain simply and clearly all the latest research on the impact of trauma and neglect on the brain, and on the numerous ways healing takes place.  

This seminar is not designed for parents who know they have severely affected children, but for the majority whose children come home with mild to moderate issues.  This seminar prepares waiting parents on what to expect, what to look for, and how to overcome initial problems by appropriate parenting.  It will satisfy the Hague requirements for hours of parent training.  It also helps parents whose children are already home figure out why they are not doing as well as they should or have persistent behavior problems.

The Friday evening session is for parents who have completed the all-day seminar or watched the DVD.   The subject is “Common Behavior Concerns”.  Julie and Katie will teach “strategies that help in planning thoughtful parental responses that go beyond the behavior and truly address the issue at hand.   Participants will “spend some time using these strategies to trouble shoot “The Big 3—Eat, Sleep and Potty” as well as other situations gathered from the survey.”  Participants will fill in a survey before attending, so that Julie and Katie can focus on our own particular concerns.
This program is highly recommended as a “tune-up” for adoptive parenting.  Those of us who attended last year not only learned much more about how to deal with many behavior issues more effectively and appropriately, but found ourselves sharing our problems and giving each other helpful advice and support.  It was extremely helpful and rewarding.  
The reason it costs more than the all-day Saturday session is that the Saturday program is heavily subsidized, to attract more participants, but the Friday program must be self-sustaining. 

IMPORTANT: IAF MUST have a minimum of ten participants sign up for this program by September 21 or the session will be cancelled.  So, if you plan to come, please email me as soon as possible, and I will send you the form to sign up for the Friday night session. Jgerard95@aol.com
OTC trip to China
If you, or anyone you know, would love to travel to China again, here’s an opportunity led by Jessica Gerard, President of IAF. As history instructor at OTC, she will be taking a class of  up to 20 students on a 2 week trip to China May 16-30 next year.  The trip is part of a 3 credit course, History of China, and students will visit historic sites and museums in Shanghai, Suzhou, Nanjing, Xi’an, Pingyao and Beijing.   Sightseeing will include the Great Wall, Forbidden City and Terracotta Army.  The cost of the trip will be $3000 per person, and is open to anyone over age 18 who registers for the course in the spring.  For further information, email jgerard95@aol.com, or gerardj@otc.edu.
ADOPTION FUNDRAISERS FOR ETHIOPIA
Ozark Mountain Gymnastics has 2 events:

A Book Drive 
September 8-13, collecting unwanted 

· Hardcover books

· Paperbacks

· CDs

· DVDs

· Audio Books

· Videos

National Gymnastics Day

11am-2 pm

September 13, 2008

Cost: $5.

· Open Gym

· Games

· Contests

· Prizes,

· Team exhibitions

· Silent Auction, with great stuff from the Zoo, Build a Bear, IMAX, Discovery Center

· Balloon Lady

· Pictures by Robbins Photography

· Great Food

All proceed to benefit Hope Children’s Home Ethopia and Adoption for Families

The local charity, Ethiopian Child, founded to support education and training for the deaf in Ethiopia is raising money for a trip there in October.  They are selling Domino's Pizza Cards for $10.  The card has 16 buy one get one free coupons on it.  They have a list of all the Dominos that accept the cards.  Most of them do except the Nixa location.  To purchase a card, call Rebecca Blitch at (417)889-8377 or email Rvblitch@aol.com     


The Blitch family will also be participating in the fundraiser at Ozark Mountain Gymnastics.   Fetlework Blitch, adopted from Ethiopia, will be braiding people’s hair for donations.  To find out more about this charity in Ethiopia, visit
www.ethiopianchild1.blogspot.com
News for families adopting from China
If you are waiting for a referral from China, it is better to renew your I-171 H before it expires (a one-time extension is free)  than filing a 1-800A.  Filing a 1-800 A places the adoption under the Hague agreement, and parents might have to do a new homestudy, redo some of their paperwork and pay new fees to meet the Hague requirements, including new fees.  Worse, some families who were accepted before the new rules for adoptions in China were implemented in May 2007 have since been turned down when they file for an I-800-A if they do not meet the new requirements.
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