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MAY MEETING 
Laura Cooley’s Report
At the end of March, group member Laura Cooley, mom of two sons from Russia, attended the Families with Children from Russia and Ukraine Conference, “Focus on Education and Development: Equipping Our Children for Success,” held in St. Louis

This conference provided sessions on many issues affecting internationally adopted children, and Laura learned a great deal that will be helpful to parents of children from any country.  Come to this meeting to hear her share important new information on helping our children do well in their new lives with us.

Childcare and refreshments will be provided.  A small donation to our childcare providers Lydia and Sarah would be appreciated.
Date: Saturday, May 31, 2008
Time: 6;30 pm

Place: Pathways Methodist Church, formerly Dale Street Methodist Church. 1232 E. Dale St, Springfield

Directions
From I-44.  Take exit 80A south on North Glenstone Avenue.  Go past the Kearney St. intersection, past E Turner St and turn right on Dale Street, just past the ABC Bookstore and a bank.  If you reach the Dale Street traffic light, 
you have gone too far. On Dale Street, the church is on the seventh block on your left.  

From Highway  65.  Exit on Kearney and go west.  At Glenstone turn left and follow the above directions.   

From within Springfield: take National 2 blocks north of Commercial, turn right on Dale Street, go one block, church is on the right, with parking lot and entrance on east side
JUNE MEETING: 
PICNIC AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

One of our most popular events, the annual summer picnic, will be held at the pavilion in Phelps Grove, on Saturday June 7, 4-8 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with other adoptive families, with children from many countries.  
 The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m., and all paid members will be entitled to vote for Board members.  You are also encouraged to sign up to join up to two committees at this meeting.  Committees will include: Eastern European Party, Lunar New Year, and Adoption Fair.


AMERICAS PARTY
The Americas Party was a great success.  Everyone had lots of fun. We would like to express our gratitude and appreciation to Julie Simonson, owner of Ozark Mountain Gymnastics, who very kindly allowed us to use her wonderful facility free of charge for our event! 
PLAYGROUP
All parents of toddlers and preschoolers are invited to become part of the IAF playgroup.
The next playdate for the playgroup is on
Tuesday, May 20 at 10 am at Meador Park, 
(weather permitting RSVP  Lisa Montelione-Jones, 889-8368, or lisamont@,mchsi.com
**********************************
Missouri State’s Camp Bear International 

CAMP PANDA
A summer camp focusing on the heritage of China held in Ellis Hall on the Missouri State campus

August 11-15 2008

8:00am - 11:50am for ages up to 8, additional afternoon class until 1pm for ages 9 and up. 

Classes include

· Chinese Brush Painting

· Chinese Flute

· Chinese Calligraphy

· Chinese Festive Dances

· Chinese Harp

· Chinese Orchestra

· Vocal Music

· Beginner’s Mandarin Chinese

· Advanced Mandarin

The instructors are experienced professionals, four of them from China or Taiwan.  
If you have not already picked up the flyer, you can download a registration form: https://morriscenter.missouristate.edu/CampPanda/registration.php
Or you can call (417)836-3069, or toll-free (877)678-2005 extn.3069.

This camp is open to all children age 3 and up, but priority will be given to children whose parents are members of International Adoptive Families. You must use the password Panda815 when registering online to obtain priority.  These classes are limited in size, so you will need to register quickly to guarantee a place for your child.
IAF Camp Panda Scholarship

Lotus Travel has donated $150 for a scholarship to enable a child to attend Camp Panda whose family would otherwise be unable to afford the fees.

This is a need-based scholarship.  To apply, send a letter explaining why your family needs the scholarship, and a copy of your 2008 tax form.  All submissions will be kept strictly confidential. Please send materials to

Jessica Gerard

4349 E. Kensington St

Springfield, MO 65809

***********************************
The New Shanghai Circus’s

Annual

FAMILY REUNION

For families with children from China

Friday, June 13, 2008

9:30 am-5 pm.

Events include

· Learn traditional Chinese games 

· Authentic Chinese lunch buffet

· Presentation about the career of an acrobat.

· Special show just for the adoptive families

· Group pictures with the acrobats

Costs: $10 per family for the morning 
games


$5 adult for the lunch (0-17 free)


$24 per adult (18+) for the 
performance
To register, go to their website, 

www.newshanghaicircus.com, to download the registration form.

Registration deadline: May 15, 2008

For further information email 

Patty Luo (417)334-8781 ext. 228, patty.luo@nscc.biz, 

Or Cathay Tan (417)365-0888

Cathayone@hotmail.com



CALL FOR NOMINATIONS


We now call for nominations for the positions on the 2008-2009 Board of Directors.  Please send your nominations to our Secretary,


Kate Ampleman


5326 S. Woodland Ave


Springfield, MO 65810
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