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SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2008

PHELPS GROVE PARK
One of the most popular events of the year, the annual summer picnic, will be held at the pavilion in Phelps Grove, on Saturday June 9, 4-8 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with many other adoptive families, with children from many countries.  We will share a potluck meal and there will be outdoor games and activities for all the children.  We will have our annual group photograph at the rock! 

We will meet and eat in the pavilion at 4:30 pm, rain or shine.  IAF will provide fried chicken.  Families with last names beginning with A-K please bring a salad and a large bottle of soda, tea, water etc, and families with last names beginning with L-Z please bring a large drink and a dessert. 

Plates, cups, flatware, napkins, ice, etc, are provided.

Parents, please bring outdoor games for the children.

The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m.  Membership dues ($25) can be paid at the picnic.
 The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m, and all paid members will be entitled to vote for Board members. 

The financial year is from June 1 to May 31 every year. Due to the increased costs of our major community events like the Heart of the Matter Seminar, membership dues are now $25 per family, and will be due  from June 1.  You must pay the annual dues for the 2008-2009 membership year no matter when you last paid dues for the 2007-2008 period. You can fill in a membership form and pay dues at the picnic. 

Directions; Phelps Grove Park is a few blocks south of Missouri State University.  You can reach it off I-44 by exiting south on Glenstone to Bennett, turning west on Bennett and continuing across National Avenue; or off 65 by exiting on Sunshine west to turn right (north) on National Avenue to left on Brookside Drive (past tennis courts).  Go past the Art Museum and Kings to turn left on Virginia, where there is a car lot opposite the park.  More parking is available around the edge of the park.   
CHINESE CLASS
In response to parents' request, l Linda Sun will open a new Chinese class for kids 5 years old and above.  The class time will be each Saturday afternoon from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm.  The charge is $40/per month. For more information contact Linda at882-6893 or email linda_ren_sun@yahoo.com
Missouri State’s Camp Bear International 

CAMP PANDA
A summer camp focusing on the heritage of China held in Ellis Hall on the Missouri State campus

August 11-15 2008

8:00am - 11:50am for ages up to 8, additional afternoon class until 1pm for ages 9 and up. 

Classes include

· Chinese Brush Painting     - Chinese Flute

· Chinese Calligraphy

· Chinese Festive Dance     - Chinese Harp

· Chinese Orchestra
    - Vocal Music

· Beginner’s Mandarin Chinese

· Advanced Mandarin

The instructors are experienced professionals, four of them from China or Taiwan.  
If you have not already picked up the flyer, you can download a registration form: https://morriscenter.missouristate.edu/CampPanda/registration.php
Or you can call (417)836-3069, or toll-free (877)678-2005 extn.3069.

This camp is open to all children age 3 and up, but priority will be given to children whose parents are members of International Adoptive Families. You must use the password Panda815 when registering online to obtain priority.  These classes are limited in size, so you will need to register quickly to guarantee a place for your child.
IAF Camp Panda Scholarship

Lotus Travel has donated $150 for a scholarship to enable a child to attend Camp Panda whose family would otherwise be unable to afford the fees.

This is a need-based scholarship.  To apply, send a letter explaining why your family needs the scholarship, and a copy of your 2008 tax form.  All submissions will be kept strictly confidential. Please send materials to

Jessica Gerard

4349 E. Kensington St

Springfield, MO 65809

The New Shanghai Circus’s

Annual FAMILY REUNION

For families with children from China

Friday, June 13, 2008

9:30 am-5 pm.

Events include

· Learn traditional Chinese games 

· Authentic Chinese lunch buffet

· Presentation about the career of an acrobat.

· Special show just for the adoptive families

· Group pictures with the acrobats

Costs: $10 per family for the morning 
games


$5 adult for the lunch (0-17 free)


$24 per adult (18+) for the 
performance

To register, go to their website, 

www.newshanghaicircus.com, to download the registration form.

For further information email 

Patty Luo (417)334-8781 ext. 228, patty.luo@nscc.biz, 

Or Cathay Tan (417)365-0888

Cathayone@hotmail.com
Uplifting Humanity Thru Harmony

Tuesday, June 17, 2008

Gigs at the Gilloiz is pleased to present Alea and Alexa Kilgore in concert, “Uplifting Humanity Thru Harmony”, Tuesday, June 17 at 7:00p.m. Live at the Gilloiz Theatre, 325 Park Central East, Springfield. Alea (20) and Alexa (16) Kilgore are folk-rock artists and have performed at numerous venues throughout Springfield. Their pleasing acoustic sound and dynamic harmonies are complimented by their true talent.
Tickets are available for $10 and available at the Gilloiz Box Office (417) 863.9491.

A portion of the proceeds raised through Uplifting Humanity Thru Harmony will benefit Ethiopian Child, an agency founded in Springfield to assist deaf children in Ethiopia. 
For more information contact Cindy Lear


417.890.9116, 417.849.0760


cklear@mchsi.com
For more information about Ethiopian Child contact Rebecca and Vernon Blitch

417.343.6016, rvblitch@aol.com
Vernon and Rebecca Blitch are parents of two deaf children adopted from Ethiopia, and members of our support group.  They would very much appreciate our support of their new organization to help other deaf children in Ethiopia. 
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