[image: image1.png][ | Ad ' 1t
[nternationa OfOptlve Famlhes
SouthWest Mlss()ur.l





iafswmo.org









             August, 2008
________________________________________________________________________

HOMECOMING!
Former members Angie and David Kellet, parents of Jakob from Ukraine and two birth sons, have adopted three teenage girls from Ukraine.  David will be returning to Springfield with their three girls on Sunday, August 2 at 8 pm,  if you would like to join in the welcome home.  Their new daughters are Jennifer, 15, Vita, 15, and Yana, 14, all from Odessa.  You can read all about their adoption journey on their blog www.thekelletclan.blogspot.com.
August Meeting:
Swim Party 

Saturday, August 16
6-8 pm 

At the home of Jeff and Sandy Frye

2949 Natural Bridge Drive, Springfield

Ph. 890-0730

Often, our big kids complain that events cater mostly to the little kids.  This is a party the big kids enjoy! Every year, the children have great fun in the Frye’s big, beautiful pool, and the adults enjoy socializing too.  Younger family members are welcome, and there will be a kiddy pool and play equipment for them. We will serve hot dogs and lemonade, and families are asked to bring a vegetable tray, or a fruit tray, or a dessert. 

Please RSVP 882-2516, or jgerard95@aol.com, by August 15, as we need to know how many will be attending. 

Directions.  From Hwy 65 exit on Battlefield going east past Justice Jewelers. Continue straight on Battlefield after the Blackman Road intersection, instead of turning right when the road curves, go straight, then turn left.  The Fryes’ home is the first on the left.

LIFEBOOK IN A DAY

Saturday, August 9, 2008

9 am-5 pm

Pathways United Methodist Church

Springfield, MO
Cost: $50 per family
There is still time to register for this new event, if you need to make a lifebook for your child and can come on Saturday August 9. We will accept registrations by mail and email up to August 7. You will need at least a couple of days to get your documents and photos ready.

IAF is providing this opportunity to get the lifebook done because we know how essential it is for your child.  Beth O’Malley, the lifebook expert, says it is the most important gift you can give your child! 

A lifebook is not a memory book of the adoption process or the adoption journey, wonderful and important as such books are for your child.  It is the story of how your child lost one family and gained another.  It gives all the facts you know about your child's life before he or she joined your family.  It begins with the birthmother's pregnancy, and usually ends with your child's arrival home or adoption finalization in the U.S.  It is written entirely from your child's point of view, writing about his or her experiences, not the parents' adoption journey.  It is written in a child-friendly way, in simple, vivid language that appeals to the child.  
The lifebook is very important for all adopted children.  It enables parents and children to talk comfortably about birthparents, relinquishment, and adoption.  It gives adopted children a stronger sense of self and a more positive identity, and answers questions that worry children, who will otherwise fantasize about their beginnings (some Korean adoptees thought that the airplane gave birth to them, because that is when their lives apparently began).  Adopted children have a right to, and a need for, their own histories, their own beginnings, and they will handle adoption issues better with a lifebook available to them.  They should, in fact, participate in making their lifebook - toddlers can help choose the book, stick on stickers, and contribute drawings.  

 

If your child does not have a lifebook, don't keep putting it off.  She or he really does need it!  Take advantage of our Lifebook in a Day event to get it done, and get rid of the guilt of knowing you should make it, and never getting around to it. Bring your child and make it a meaningful parent-child experience. If you don't yet have a child, come to learn all about how to make a lifebook, start pages with the information you already know about your referral, learn what information you should seek when you meet the orphanage staff or foster family, observe your child's reactions and responses in the first few days together, take the right photos, and  get the book ready, so all you need to do is write up the story when you get home.

 

If now is not the right time for you to work on a lifebook, stop by to visit our lifebook store.  You will find country-specific paper, stickers, phrases, die-cuts etc, that you can use when you make the lifebook.  We have materials for Haiti, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Vietnam, and, of course, masses of beautiful paper and embellishments for China.

 

If you have already made a lifebook, please volunteer to help pass on your expertise at our event.  We need more volunteers!

 If you are planning to come to the event on August 9, please send back your form and the check as soon as you can, and I will email you a detailed list of instructions on what to bring to the workshop
HAVE FUN AND SUPPORT INTERATIONAL ADOPTION!

Michelle Sherwood will be doing a report on international adoption  at 11 am on Monday, August 18, at Ozark Mountain Gymnastics.  Adoptive families are invited to bring their children to play at the gym at this time.  For more information contact Lisa Montelione-jones at lisamonta@mchsi.com

Multicultural events downtown!

“Mongol”, the story of Genghis Khan’s early life, is now showing at the Moxie cinema downtown. This is a great movie partially shot in Inner Mongolia.  Not for young children – the battle scenes are graphic! 
‘The Water Project, Part 2” is an exhibit of photographs of Ethiopia by Doug Pitt, and fundraiser for WorldServe, a Springfield based charity aiding developing countries.  The exhibition is at Randy Bacon;s Gallery at the Monarch Art Factory, 699 W. College St, and admission is free.

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDS 

The International Friends program at Missouri State University is once again looking for host families for students arriving from other countries. 

This program matches an American family with an international student.  The family offers friendship to the student, and gives him or her an opportunity to learn more about the ordinary lives of Americans.  The host family is only required to make contact with the student once a month, by phone, email or in person, but is expected to invite the student to join in traditional American celebrations and activities from time to time.  Families are also expected to be interested in the student’s life, and in his or her culture – sending a birthday card, attending graduation, inviting the student to make a traditional meal for the family, inviting their friends for a get-together and so on. Host families are asked to make a commitment of two semesters; in practice, many lifelong friendships are made!! This level of interaction is ideal for adoptive families with young children. You can request a male or female student from your child’s country of origin, and International Friends accepts applications from families year-round. 

For further information, call Roger and Becky Turnbough at 417-887-5421 or check out their  web site www.ifmo.org, where you can apply online.

The next family orientation sessions are scheduled for

· Saturday, August 16, 9:00-10:30 am Baptist Student Union, 906 S. National 
· Saturday, August 23, 9:00-1:;30 am  Brentwood Library, 2214 Brentwood Blvd
· Tuesday, September 9, 7:00-8:30 pm Library Station, 27N. Kansas Expressway.
  
September Meeting:
Mid-Autumn Moon Festival
6-8 pm

Sunday, September 14, 2008

Chesterfield Park

2115 W. Republic Road

Springfield

Mark your calendar for our annual celebration of Moon Festival.  We bring dishes for a pot luck dinner, and when it gets dark we admire the moon and the children parade with lit lanterns – it’s a lovely sight!  We even have genuine Mooncakes for you to try – flavors that kids will enjoy!

Linda Terry, Carol Chalfant and Lisa King are now the organizers for this event.  For further information email laterry63@mchis.com, or call 863-1429.

HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINARS

Getting to the Heart of the Matter: Understanding the Developmental Challenges of the Adopted Child

October 24, 2008

6-9 pm

October 25, 2008

9:00 am –4:00 pm

Hammons Heart Institute

1235 E. Cherokee

Springfield, MO 65804

Cost: All day seminar $25 


Friday seminar $35

The Friday evening session is for parents who have completed the all-day seminar or watched the DVD.  The Saturday Seminar is for waiting parents, parents who have never attended the seminar, adoption professionals, educators, everyone who would benefit from knowing why and how our children need special parenting to help them overcome their early disadvantages.
New Yahoo Group for Adoptive Families in Southwest Missouri

Jessica Gerard, President of IAF has created a new list for families in our area whose children have significant issues arising from their experiences before adoption, such as attachment difficulties, post-traumatic stress disorder, learning and developmental difficulties, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, and trauma-related disorders.

Parents joining this list will get support, advice and resources from other parents on the list.  The moderator, Jessica Gerard, has a great deal of experience and expertise on these issues.  The name of the new list is SWMOadoptionissues@yahoogroups.com
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