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Mid-Autumn Moon Festival
6-8 pm

Tuesday, September 25, 2007

Chesterfield Park

2115 W. Republic Road

Springfield

· Each family, please bring a dish for our Pot-luck dinner. Drinks, plates, cups and flatware provided

· Dress the children up in their Chinese outfits (but bring sweaters, jackets etc as the evening turns cool quickly)

· Nearby playground equipment to play on

· Enjoy the Puppet show- the story of Chang-E and Hou Yi, presented by Sarah Gutzke, Lydia Smith and Mikaela Smith, with story narrated by Diana Smith

· Traditional Mooncakes and Moon Cookies

· Admire the rising harvest moon

· Lantern parade at dusk. Each child will carry a red Battery Paper Lanterns, available afterwards for a $5 donation.

Directions: Take Republic Road east of Kansas Expressway (a handy Dillon’s for last-minute food)

Pass the Chesterfield Center entrance and turn right on Scenic.  Go past Walgreen’s and office construction, and turn right into the parking lot.

For further information call Jessica Gerard, 882-2516, email jgerard95@aol.com.
****************************

EASTERN EUROPEAN 

PARTY

FEATURING

Sergei Shapavol’s 

UKRAININAN KALEIDESCOPE

4pm-7 pm

Saturday, September 29th
Pathways United  Methodist Church, Springfield
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[image: image6.wmf]Eastern European crafts for the children.  

[image: image7.wmf]  Matryoshka photographs

[image: image8.wmf] 5 pm Eastern European Feast Enjoy traditional dishes from Eastern Europe.

[image: image9.wmf] 6 pm. Russian-born educator Sergei Shapoval, dressed in traditional Ukrainian folk costume, will give a highly entertaining and enjoyable multimedia presentation for children on Ukrainian culture, featuring Ukrainian traditions, folk instruments and folk dancing, and other hands–on learning.
[image: image10.wmf]  Store selling books, including some direct from Russia, and traditional toys, ornaments etc from Eastern Europe. 

[image: image11.wmf] A Russian treat for every child
Directions to Pathways United Methodist Church.

From I-44.  Take exit 80A south on North Glenstone Avenue.  Turn right on Dale Street, just past the ABC Bookstore and a bank.  If you reach the Dale Street traffic light, you have gone too far. Continue east along Dale Street.  The church is on the seventh block on your left.  The parking lot is east of the church.  

From Highway  65.  Exit on Kearney and go west.  At Glenstone turn left (south), and follow the above directions. From within Springfield, take National Avenue past Commercial and turn right at Dale St.
Fees cover the cost of the meal and the crafts

REGISTRATION FOR EASTERN EUROPEAN PARTY

 Family name

________________________________
___ adults @ $10 per person ______

___ children ages 4-10           ______

       @$5 per child

___ children 0-3 FREE
______




Total   $______

Please make check out to IAF and send with this section to:

Kate Ampleman

4881 S. Jewell Ave

Springfield, MO 65810

For futher information call Kate at (417) 877-1207 or email kampleman@mchsi.com
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Heart of the Matter Seminar

Members of IAF have called this event” the single most important thing we do”.  This is a superb all-day seminar on parenting the child adopted beyond early infancy- the child who waited.  Two entertaining and informative adoptive Moms – social worker and teacher- give an outstanding presentation that covers:

· Why internationally adopted children’s pre-adoption experiences cause issues

·  attachment issues

· Physical difficulties like sensory integration dysfunction

· Learning problems

· What the symptoms are

· How to parent to heal the hurt

Katie Prigel Sharp and Julie Drew have done their research well, and explain simply and clearly all the latest research on the impact of trauma and neglect on the brain, and on the numerous ways healing takes place.  

This seminar is not designed for parents who know they have severely affected children, but for the majority whose children come home with mild to moderate issues.  This seminar prepares waiting parents on what to expect, what to look for, and how to overcome initial problems by appropriate parenting.  It will satisfy the Hague requirements for hours of parent training.  It also helps parents whose children are already home figure out why they are not doing as well as they should or have persistent behavior problems.

Saturday October 26

9 am – 4 pm

Hammons Heart Institute

Cherokee and Freemont,

Springfield. 

NEW THIS YEAR!

We have been asked to be the pilot program for a new offering by this great team: a post-seminar follow-up session for parents who have already attended the all-day session or viewed the DVD as required by some adoption agencies.  This meeting will be at the Hammons Heart Institute on Friday evening, October 25

My Trip to Bautou

Jessica Gerard

Many people have asked about how my trip to China went this last summer, so I thought you might all enjoy reading a report! 

This trip was a joint venture by OTC and Parkview Christian Church, to provide dental care and occupational therapy to the children at an orphanage in Bautou, Inner Mongolia.  Rick Temple, father of four older children adopted from China, hosted the director of this orphanage when a child was brought to Springfield for surgery.  Mr Zhang told him that the children’s most urgent need was for dental care, and Judi Brake suggested that OTC dental hygiene students go for a service learning trip. Later, as plans were being made, I suggested occupational therapy too.  In the end, I was asked to take charge of 4 OTC students, studying dental hygiene, occupational therapy  (two) and sociology.  We joined 17 church members ranging in age from teenagers to 75! Included in this group were my daughter Sarah and one OTC student’s brother.  Rick Temple organized the entire trip, through Families Thru Inernational Adoption’s Beijing headquarters.  We left  for a 10 day trip on July 1.  

We flew directly from Chicago to Beijing, and spent the following day sightseeing: the Forbidden City, the Great Wall, and an acrobat show, squeezing in some shopping. The next day we flew to Bautou. This is an industrial city with many steel mills and much heavy industry,  supplied by several large coal-burning power plants.  The industrial section of the city is grim, but the downtown was very attractive, as it is entirely being rebuilt to include tree-lined boulevards and numerous parks among the high-rise apartment buildings. They do not see many American tourists there, so it was a more genuine Chinese experience for our students.

Our guides were 3 university students needing to practice their English conversation! We were taken directly to a lunch of Mongolian Hotpot, then to the hotel, then to meet everyone at the orphanage and offer the piles of gifts we had brought. 

There were far fewer children at the orphanage than anticipated: less than half a dozen older children, about a dozen under 5 who co uld walk, mostly boys, and about 15 babies and toddlers lying in cribs.  Most had developmental delays or physical disabilities. We discovered that many had been placed in foster care – we met a few of them next day when they were brought in for dental care. We then went to another building to have a brief formal meeting there: polite speeches were made, and gifts were presented. After the culture shock of lunch, most of the group got fast food at KFC and went back to their hotel rooms for an early night.

On Thursday, July 5, we spent the morning at the orphanage, where the dentists inspected teeth, and the hygienists demonstrated toothbrushing.  This event was filmed by Chinese TV and radio and newspaper interviews were done too. The OTC occupational therapy students, Marge and Tony spent time with three therapists in the amazingly well-equipped second floor therapy room. We spent the afternoon buying crib mobiles and toys at a department store and shopping downtown.  

On Friday, July 6, most of the group accompanied children and nurses to the hospital where the children had dental work and cleaning done.  The remaining members of the group assembled and placed the mobiles and activity centers in the cribs, and held the babies.  Two rocking chairs were given to the orphanage, which were fully demonstrated by Americans cuddling babies. We had lunch at a “German Beer Garden” which offered a buffet and numerous meat delicacies on spits, served at the table.  In the afternoon, we tried to find markets for inexpensive shopping,

On Saturday, the orphanage paid for us to have a wonderful tourist experience.  Once again, the orphanage bus was used, with a woman official from the orphanage accompanying us, as well as the three university students.  We drove 2 hours into the countryside to see the splendidly renovated Mausoleum of Genghis Khan.  We had lunch at a Mongolian style restaurant, where a Mongolian singer serenaded us.  Then we continued on to an amazing sand amusement park on sand dunes, reached by a gondolier.  We could ride a camel or various vehicles through the sands, then slide down a huge slope of singing sands.

Sunday was to be a day to relax and shop a bit before the final farewell visit to the orphanage.

Eight of us were invited to lunch at the Director’s own apartment, a meal cooked by his wife and her helpers.  This is a significant honor, as foreigners are not normally invited into a Chinese home, and it marked the high esteem in which Rick is held.  From OTC, Laura and I were selected. Mr Zhang’s wife had prepared a bountiful feast. It was a wonderful occasion of friendship and goodwill, with toasts in potent homemade liquor.

We took taxis back to the hotel, and Rick asked me to show him the stores Sarah and I had discovered that morning, and Rick, Laura, Tony and I shopped for gifts for each child in the orphanage, to take to our farewell meeting at 4:30 pm that afternoon. The rest of the group was out shopping!  For our final visit to the orphanage, all the babies were washed and dressed up, and each child had the lucky red dot placed on his or her forehead.  This was the time when Rick and the officials discussed which children could be placed for adoption, and each of us cuddled and played with our favorites – several had lost their hearts to a particular child.   We were all given a souvenir deer, symbol of the city, and Mr Zhang used his influence to obtain a special treat – free tickets to a concert by famous deaf and blind dancers and singers – a spectacular and moving way to end our time in Bautou.

On July 9, we got up early to catch our flight to Beijing. Because we had several hours’ layover, we left our luggage at the airport and visited a private orphanage run by an Australian doctor for special needs children from other orphanages. These children get excellent care, and are sent to get surgery in major Asian cities.  It was quite a contrast to Bautou, which is better than most Chinese orphanages. It was way out in the country, so we got a chance to see the countryside. 

After we had returned to the airport, gone through to the waiting area and eaten lunch, we heard that all flights were cancelled because of the severe thunderstorm, and that we were going to stay the night.  Enjoying the antics of our teens and the grandpa, our group waited patiently to the last to be sent to a hotel, which turned out to have great rooms but lousy dinner. It was difficult to call family in the U.S, too, and the laptops did not work.

The next morning, we had to get up at 4:15 am, and set off for the airport at 5 am.  Eventually, our full plane left for Chicago, and they held the flight to Springfield so that we, if not our luggage, got home by noon!  

For me, it was a very successful trip – my students were great travelers and got on very well with the church group – we all had a lot of fun.  My students worked hard at the orphanage, and we established a positive relationship that we hope will lead to an annual visit to provide dental care and therapy.  I have already been asked to organize and lead another trip for OTC students between the spring semester and summer school next year.

Sarah also had a great time.  Everyone was very kind to her – the teenagers teased her like big brothers, and the older ladies took her shopping.  She clearly enjoyed the tourist sites, and seemed comfortable with being in the orphanage.  I hope she was struck by the compassion and love everyone in the group showed towards these little children, and by the obvious concern and care of the nurses for their charges. She did see firsthand for the first time what it was like to be an orphanage infant, lying all day in a crib and seldom being picked up.  She was very lucky to take a second trip to China, in which she was just one of the crowd, with challenging emotional demands as on her Homeland Visit when she was eight. When I look at the photos of the Homeland Visit, her face is full of anxiety and tension, but on this second return to China her face shows only joy and pleasure. 

If any of you would like to support this venture, we will be developing a special fund in the OTC Foundation to provide scholarships for OTC students wanting to go to Bautou.  Also, we need professionals to supervise our students: dentists, occupational therapists, and physical therapists. 

To see a beautifully-made video of our trip online, go to otc.edu and click on “Video Newsletter “ for September – please take a look!





American Girl Doll.  


Finally, there is a Chinese-American Girl doll, called Ivy Ling with her own book.  But the company is not convinced that she will sell (!) so they have only made 300 dolls.  To order, or to complain when they run out, go to the American Girl website!
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