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OCTOBER MEETING;

HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINARS

Getting to the Heart of the Matter: Understanding the Developmental Challenges of the Adopted Child

October 27 2007

9:00 am –4:00 pm

Hammons Heart Institute

1235 E. Cherokee

Springfield, MO 65804
Has anyone ever recommended that:

· you use the Ferber method and let your adopted child “cry it out” to get to sleep?

· you wean your newly-adopted child to a cup as soon as possible?

·  you use “time out” as a consequence for inappropriate behavior?

Did you know that while these parenting practices are fine for your bio kids, they are inappropriate for your adopted child?  The truth is, that parenting an internationally adopted child is different from parenting children born to you or adopted at birth. Our internationally adopted children’s early experiences create different needs that must be met to enable them to be happy and successful adults.  Our adopted children are at greater risk for attachment, cognitive and physical problems   These children need a different style of parenting to help them overcome the harm caused by their less than optimum start in life.  

We are very fortunate that this outstanding program is available to us in Southwest Missouri. Heart of the Matter is an informative and educational all-day seminar on parenting children adopted from inadequate care.  This seminar provides essential information for all parents waiting to adopt a child from an orphanage, and will help those who are already parenting these children to understand their children’s behaviors and meet their needs. The seminar focuses on children with mild to moderate issues, and the parenting techniques presented are beneficial for any child. 

The cost per person is $20, $25 if you register on the day.  This meeting is for adults only, so please make childcare arrangements.                                                                                                           
One Mom’s Personal Experience

by Laura Cooley
If you still haven’t decided, or you think it doesn’t apply because you have not had problems, please reconsider. The issues our children face can crop up at any time. 

My husband and I chose to attend this seminar while we were in the process of adopting.  We wanted to be prepared for various challenges, especially since we were adopting two children up to the age of 6. The thought of some of the problems covered were daunting, but after attending      the seminar we both felt prepared to face the challenges. 

The boys came home, and everything was fine. All the adoption related issues that we carefully prepared for didn’t happen. We just had plain old age related issues. Suddenly   without warning, 20 months down the road a requested cuddle on the couch mushroomed into a full-blown classic meltdown by one of the boys. He wanted nothing to do with me, but the seminar had prepared me to hold him calmly and lovingly, reassuring him the whole time. Tony had also attended the seminar, and when he walked in from work to find me holding our son while he screamed at me, he calmly joined us on the couch with our other son. Eventually all the ugly feelings were spent, and our child suggested playing a game as a family. The seminar will also give you the tools to educate family and friends about these situations. Be prepared for your child and for yourself.

NEW THIS FALL!
FOLLOW-UP SEMINAR
for those who have 
attended the Heart of the Matter Seminar
or 
viewed the DVD, “Because They Waited”
Friday, October 26, 6-9 p.m.
Hammons Heart Institute
1235 E. Cherokee
Springfield, MO 65804
In this seminar, presenters Julie Drew and Katie Prigel Sharp will address new developmental challenges that concern parents as they raise their adopted children Each participant is required to fill out a survey beforehand identifying the topics they want discussed.  Julie Drew and Katie Prigel Sharp will then provide information and advice about these concerns.  For example, you might wonder:
· Is this behavior normal or adoption-related?
· What attachment-building activities are appropriate for older children?
· Are my child’s learning difficulties related to her early experiences?
· My child’s problems were not resolved by the techniques you taught us - what now?
· What can I expect during adolescence?
COST: $10 per person

To register, please fill in and return the following section with a check made out to International Adoptive Families

NOVEMBER MEETING: NINTH ANNUAL ADOPTION FAIR 

November 3, 8:30 am – 1:00 pm

Lincoln Hall,

Ozarks Community Technical College

813 N. Sherman Avenue

Once again, it is time for our annual Adoption Fair. This very successful event is our most important community service as a support group, bringing those who long to become parents together with the agencies finding families for the children, both here in the U.S. and abroad, who desperately need a family of their very own. It is a wonderful opportunity to promote international adoption, and to find families for the waiting children.

The fair provides information on adoption, both domestic and international.   The fair will feature informational exhibits by agencies, adoption lawyers, support groups, and adoption-related businesses and services; and speakers presenting topics on adoption.

This year it is on Saturday, November 3, 8:30 am – 1:00 pm, and for the first time is at OTC, in Lincoln Hall, 813 N. Sherman Avenue.  This new location gives us more space and easier parking, just across the street.

Please help us reach as many people as possible by telling everyone you know who is interested in adoption, and by posting flyers.   If you have any contacts with TV and radio stations, or other news media, please help us get the word out.  This is our major community outreach, and many people decide to adopt after conversations with our members.   

WE NEED HELP FROM EVERY MEMBER FAMILY:

PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ATTACHED FLYER AND POST AT LEAST 10 OF THEM ON COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDS:

· At your local store

· At your workplace

· At your place of worship

· At your pediatrician’s or ob-gyn’s office

· At colleges and universities

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!

We need more volunteers than we had last year.  We did not have enough people to take care of the children.  When you participate, you are not only providing the help we need to run the fair successfully, you are advocates for international adoption, available to answer the many questions of prospective parents.  It’s also an opportunity to socialize with other adoptive families, and a great play date for the children! 

We need volunteers for:

Registration

Our IAF table

Our fundraising table

Childcare of small children

Activities for older children

Setup and cleanup

Pleas send me an email, with the time and task you prefer jgerard95@aol.com
ADULT CHINESE WATERCOLOR PAINTING WORKSHOPS

Hing Wah Hatch has Oct.13th and 20th dates open for Chinese watercolor workshops at her studio at 204 E. Commercial. Also there will be classes with people already signed up on Oct.27th and Nov.3rd which you can also sign up for and the limit is eight maximum per class.  These are all on Saturdays from 10am to 3pm.  The fee is $50 for each workshop including everything except lunch.  Bring a sandwich and a drink and watch an instructional video during lunch hour.

There will be different subjects to focus on at
different workshops. You can also suggest the subject that you really would like to learn to paint beforehand to her so she can prepare ahead for you. The techniques and approaches will be somewhat the same or similar. You can't cover all the techniques in one subject and within one session.  But you can learn to paint just about everything from nature with a few simple techniques.  In the future she would like to have
one class per month for advanced students..

If you are interested in signing up please call Hing Wah at the studio at 873-9552, or leave
a message if she is not there.

GUATEMALAN ADOPTIONS TO CLOSE
Guatemalan President Oscar Berger has announced plans to suspend all intercountry adoption with American families on January 1 2008.  Adoptions currently in process would also be suspended.  This will mean that up to 5000 children will be waiting in orphanages or in foster care until adoptions resume when both the U.S. and Guatemala are Hague compliant, sometime in 2008.

This announcement has been expected for many months.  The U.S. Embassy has been warning prospective adoptive families that adoptions in Guatemala are at risk of being suspended.  The U.S. government has stated that it will not continue to issue visas for adoption if Guatemala fails to become Hague compliant.

Guatemala has been a concern for some time, because it is one of the few countries to continue to allow private adoptions through lawyers, and there have been many reports of coerced sale of infants by their birthmothers.  

You may wish to join in the campaign to encourage the Guatemalan government to  permit adoptions in process to be competed. The campaign is being spearheaded by The Joint Council on International Children's Services, an organization representing adoption agencies, asks for your support in their efforts to persuade Guatemala to complete adoptions in process.  They are asking you to call and email the following on October 9th, 10th 11th For maximum effect, they are asking you to make these calls within a 72-hour window!
1. Call your U.S. Senators
>>You can find your Senators' phone numbers at www.senate.gov
>>Ask to speak with the Legislative Director or Chief of Staff

3. Call your representative to the U.S. House of Representative
>>You can find your representative at www.house.gov
>> Ask to speak with the Legislative Director or Chief of Staff

4. Call or fax UNICEF Headquarters
>>Ask to speak with Ann Veneman, Executive Director
>>Telephone: 212-326-7000
>>Fax: 212-326-7758

5. Call or fax UNICEF Guatemala
>>Ask to speak with Manuel Manrique
>>Telephone: 011-502-2327-6373
>>Fax: 011-502-2327.6366
Please note that calls and faxes to Guatemala are international calls.
6. Send an email supporting Intercountry Adoption to guatemala5000@jcics.org
>>Write briefly or at length
>>Joint Council will use the cumulative email petition in our advocacy for Intercountry Adoption

************************************

Nancy Bogart, mother of a daughter adopted from Russia, is putting on the following event which may be of interest to members:
Families of Grace
Parenting Adopted School Age Children

Resource and Workshop Event
Saturday, October 20, 2007  ~ 10 am – 4 pm

James River Assembly, Hwy 65 & CC; enter through north doors.

Room: Fireside B
Are you the parent of an adopted preschool or school age child?  

Come experience the power God has for you and your family.   

We will explore 3 powerful ways God provides for adopted families.

Spiritually: God’s special message to you
Mentally: Parenting tools and ideas

Physically: What does food have to do with adoption?
Special event! Networking lunch.  Have lunch with parents just like you.  

Topics include: foster parent adoption, foreign adoption, infant adoption, and older child adoption. 

Cost $25 per person or $40 per couple – includes lunch and one copy of the book “The Connected Child” for each attendee or couple.

They ask that no children be present as they  focus on learning parenting skills. 

Register today!  Mail registration form to 1775 Hickory Ridge, Nixa, Mo 65714 before October 10th to ensure you receive your book.  

Need more information?  You can reach Ron or Nancy Bogart at Jordan Essentials (417) 724-9690 or at home (417) 724-1368.


PLEASE PASS ON INFORMATION ABOUT THIS OUTSTANDING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM TO ANY FAMILY YOU KNOW WHO ADOPTED A CHILD BEYOND INFANCY, AND TO ALL LOCAL PROFESSIONALS WHO WORK WITH ADOPTED CHILDREN: YOUR PARENT EDUCATOR, DAY CARE PROVIDER, CHILD’S TEACHER ETC.





HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINAR


October 27, 2007





9am-4 pm


Hammons Heart Institute


Springfield








 Registration form:


 name_________________________


address________________________________________________________    


  phone___________


  email __________	


 


 Please check all that apply:


 __ pre-adoptive parent


 __ adoptive parent


 __ foster care


 __ professional


 __ other: please specify_________





Agency name__________________





Please check the age child that you plan to adopt or have adopted:


 __ infant __ toddler __ preschool


 __ school





 Fee: $20 per person


Send form with check payable to  International  Adoptive Families or IAF to





 Jessica Gerard


4349 e. Kensington St


Springfield, MO 65809








I/We wish to register for the Heart of the Matter Follow-Up Seminar


	Friday, October 26, 6-9 pm at Hammons Heart Institute, Springfield.


I/We agree that after registration I/we will fill out a survey for the presenters





Name/s ________________________________________________________________________


Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Home telephone number ______________ email address _______________________                  





Send to: Jessica Gerard,


4349 E. Kensington St,


Springfield, MO 65809








Families of Grace





Saturday, October 20, 2007  ~ 10 am – 4 pm





Registration Form


Name(s) 							





Address																			





Phone			


Email				





Mail registration form to 


Nancy Bogart


1775 Hickory Ridge 


Nixa, MO 65714














