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iafswmo.org
                                          November, 2007
December Meeting
Mark your Calendars! Our annual Holiday Party will be held at Jessica Gerard’s Home on Saturday December 8 5-7 pm
International Banquet and Show 
The annual International Banquet and Show at Missouri State University is simply the best multi-cultural event in Springfield, and a wonderful opportunity to enjoy your child’s culture and many others.  You can befriend young people from your child’s homeland.

The students prepare a delicious banquet of traditional dishes from their countries, then put on an evening of entertainment: fashion shows, dance, singing, acrobatics, and other traditional performances from their country.  
As the wait for the meal is lengthy, and the wait for the performance to begin is even longer, this event is not recommended for young children unless you know they can handle these waits well.  

Time: 6:00 p.m

Date: Saturday, November 10

Place: Plaster Student Union Ballroom and Theater

Southwest Missouri State University

Tickets can be purchased Monday to Friday at the Association of International Students ticket booth on the second floor of the Plaster Student Union; from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Student Activities Office on the first floor of the Plaster Student Union; from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Tickets are $18   Get your tickets as soon as possible, as they are selling fast.
For further information contact International Student Services 836-5652.
____________________________________
tc ""ADVANCE \d 7NATIONAL ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH 
November is National Adoption Awareness Month. There are many ways your family can celebrate and commemorate adoption:
· donate a favorite adoption-related book to your child’s day care, or school library, or to the public  library

· donate altar flowers at your house of worship in celebration of the families with adopted children in your congregation, or in honor of the children still waiting for forever families in many countries
· make a donation to International Adoptive Families to help fund our major events
· subscribe to an adoption magazine for your pediatrician’s waiting room

· subscribe to Adoptive Families magazine through our  organization so our group gets the $5 donation

· become a buddy family for a waiting family

· invite a waiting family to visit

· go to the airport to welcome a returning family

· donate to an international adoption charity, especially to a program in your child’s country

· become a sponsor of a waiting child: Holt and several other programs offer this opportunity

· speak to your child’s class, church group or to another group about adoption or international adoption.  

************************************
“Shop To Adopt”
Holiday Bazaar
An Event to benefit “Adoption for Families” in conjunction with National Adoption Month

Saturday, November 24, 2007 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

South Street Christian Church

500 South Street

Just 5 blocks south of the downtown square

A wonderful shopping experience that offers a variety of merchandise for holiday shopping!

Free Admission

Fun Activities for Kids

Great Food

Silent Auction

For more information, contact us at 417-882-7700   or adoption4families@yaohoo.com
************************************
Sounds of China Concert

Southern Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Dr. Kexi Liu, will perform the first concert of its season, Sound of China, at 7:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. 9 at Taylor Performing Arts Center on the campus of Missouri Southern State University.

The concert is free and open to the public.  It will be followed by a reception. 
   
Presenting traditional and modern Chinese pieces, the program features the world premiere of West Rhapsody, a piece especially commissioned for Southern Symphony Orchestra from Grammy-winning composer  Dr. Zhou Long.  

The program also includes the popular Yellow River Piano Concerto, and prize-winning pianist Langning Liu will perform the concerto with the orchestra.  

Dr. Zhou is a Visiting Professor of Composition at the University of Missouri at Kansas City.  His works have been recorded on BIS, EMI, CRI, Teldec, Cala, Delos, Avant, and China Record Corporation.  Among his numerous honors are a Grammy award (1999) and the Academy Award in Music for lifetime achievement from the American Academy of Arts and Letters (2003).

A native of China and a resident of Toronto, Canada, Ms. Liu is a prize-winning artist who has performed with numerous symphony orchestras including the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, Beijing Philharmonic Orchestra, the Royal Conservatory Orchestra, Cathedral Bluffs Symphony Orchestra, and Mississauga Youth Orchestra.  Musical America and Anthony Tommasini of The New York Times remarked her performance as “miraculous strength and confident breadth,” and “elegant pianism, warmth and artistic maturity.” 

For further information, please contact Dr. Kexi Liu, the orchestra director, at 417-625-9681, or e-mail  liu-k@mssu.edu.
===========================

FRUA, INC’s 5th Annual Education Conference
Focus on Education and Development: Equipping Our Children For Success
March 28-29, 2008
Busch Student Center @ St. Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri
In Partnership with the International Adoption Clinic and Center for Counseling and Family Therapy at St. Louis University
An opportunity for parents, educators, medical practitioners, and adoption professionals to interact and examine in-depth the issues facing international adoptees.
Since 1990, growing numbers of parents have turned to international adoption to create families. With new insights into the challenges facing these adoptees have come innovative treatment approaches and an explosion in resources to help these children and their families. Nonetheless, the post-adoption adjustment and subsequent issues can leave families feeling overwhelmed and uncertain where to turn for help and whom to believe. Connecting families with the professional help they need is still a tremendous challenge.

Families for Russian and Ukrainian Adoption (Including Neighboring Countries) (FRUA, INC), a support group for families that have adopted, or are in the process of adopting, from Eastern Europe and neighboring countries, has stepped in to help address this need. In 2003, FRUA, INC. launched the first in a series of conferences designed to offer parents and professionals the opportunity to gather in one place to identify issues affecting international adoptees, address various treatment options, and trade information on the efficacy of these options.  

The agenda will include general sessions, as well as topic-specific workshops, and time for networking and perusing the lively exhibit hall. As many as 200 parents and professionals are expected to attend.   Professionals will be able to earn continuing education credit. For parents, the conference is designed to appeal to a range, from the new parent with little experience beyond the initial adjustment phase, to the waiting parent who wants a better understanding of potential challenges, and the veteran of the special needs wars who understands how difficult it is to communicate the unique struggles of international adoptees.
Among the presenters who will join other top experts with broad and specialized experience on the topics you need to know….

Dr. Ronald Federici
Director of Neuropsychological and Family Therapy Associates in Alexandria, VA
and author of “Help for the Hopeless Child”
Dr. Boris Gindis
Chief Psychologist of BG Center for Cognitive Development 
Assessment and Remediation in Nanuet, NY
For more information, contact Sandy Davis at sandy@frua.org for registration information!
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Missouri State University

Music Department

presents

“Traditional Music and Dance of China”

featuring 

The He Nan Song and Dance Troupe.

The Henan Song and Dance Troupe, from Zhengzhou, capital of the Henan Province in China, includes a symphony orchestra, an orchestra of Chinese instruments, an opera company, a dance company, and other performing art groups. Its performers have won national competitions in music and dance.

The concert will take place at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, November 26th at Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts.  This concert is open to the public and admission is free. 

