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MARCH MEETING

WAITING PARENTS:

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
6:30 pm

Saturday March 24, 2007

Dale Street Methodist Church

1232 E. Dale Street, Springfield

This meeting is for all waiting families, from those who have just decided upon international adoption, to those waiting to travel to adopt for the second or third time.  This will be an opportunity to ask a panel of experienced adoptive parents questions, about any topic, including:

· Choosing a country

· Paperwork problems

· How to survive the wait

· Accepting the referral

· Medical issues

· Travel tips

· What to pack

· Taking siblings

· Caring for the newly adopted child

· Culture shock (yours!)

· Adjustment back home

This is also a great opportunity to meet other adoptive families, and to share your experiences.  Parents who have already adopted are invited to join us on the panel –the more the better!

Childcare and refreshments will be provided.

Please RSVP Jessica Gerard, 882-2516 jgerard95@aol.com by Friday, March 23. 

BUDDY FAMILIES

IAF wants to create a list of parents willing to serve as a buddy family.

1. to new members who have just started the process of international adoption.  They greatly benefit from the support and advice of parents who have been through the process, and would love to spend time with adopted children from the country they have chosen.  If you would like to serve as a buddy family to a waiting family, please contact me. 

2. For families with special issues.  If you have experienced and dealt with an adoption issue, and could help another adoptive parent or child who is experiencing the same problems, please contact me.  These buddies are crucial support to help families gain the information and encouragement they need to overcome a crisis, and to help their children do well. We need buddy families for:

· Countries with relatively few adoptions locally: Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Vietnam etc 

· Post-institutional  issues such as attachment problem and post traumatic stress disorder, displayed in abnormal behavior and sleep disturbances

· Health issues: tuberculosis, lead poisoning, intestinal parasites, malnutrition, etc

· Special needs: albinism, limb differences, cleft palate and cleft lip, deafness, blindness, etc

· Developmental delays, language and earning disabilities, problems with the schools

· Older child adoptions

· Post-adoption depression in parents

· Single parents, gay parents, parents going through divorce

Jessica will keep a confidential database of all these needs, and match families needing support with the appropriate buddy family.

Please email jgerard95@aol.com if you would be willing to serve as a buddy family.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN CHINA?
The recent restrictions in eligibility to adopt from China have created a great deal of disappointment and concern.  Will these new rules limit the number of children available for international adoption?  Why are wait times so long, and how long will it last?  

One immediate reason is the backlog of 25,00 dossiers waiting for referrals, a number beyond the capacity of the CCAA to make rapid matches.

Countries change the rules for adoption frequently, in the best interest, as they see it, of their children; to solve internal bureaucratic problems; or to eliminate corruption. In 1996, China shut down all international adoptions for nearly a year, leaving 1000 dossiers stranded in the Ministry of Justice.  Since IAF began, Paraguay and Romania have totally closed for international adoption, Russia and Vietnam closed down, and Ukraine is still closed.  Many countries have changed their rules frequently over the years.  In 1995, for instance, China required all parents to be over 35, and to be childless.  If parents had a child, including one adopted from China, they were only eligible for a special-needs child – a policy which gave hundreds of wonderful children their only chance of a family.

Within a few years, most of the children available for adoption from China may be children with various special needs. Abandonment of healthy infants is declining, but not of children with disabilities.  Factors that may encourage rural parents to keep a daughter include greater prosperity, less prejudice against girls, and the dying off of an older generation of parents-in-law who insisted on a grandson to carry on the family name.   A child with a disability or disfigurement of any kind, however, is often still abandoned by poor and rural families, and increasingly, orphanages are raising mostly these children. 

Many healthy infants are being adopted within China.  At Fuzhou, for instance, I was told that all healthy infants are locally adopted. As a signatory to the Hague Convention, China is officially committed to domestic adoption as a preferred option than international adoption. (Some large orphanages, however, evidently opt to register healthy children for international adoption, perhaps because the funds received are needed for the unadoptable children, or they believe the children have a better future in a foreign home) Nevertheless, adoption experts agree that children are best adopted within their own countries, not removed from their own race, language, culture and heritage.   Much as we adoptive parents may regret the possible end of large-scale adoption of healthy infant girls from China, we should rejoice that fewer little girls are spending their childhoods in orphanages, and perhaps once again consider the special-needs child.
A fascinating website on this and other issues concerning adoption from China is 

research-china.org.

research-china.blogspot.com.

SPONSORING AN ORPHAN IN UKRAINE
Many adoptive parents who have completed their families feel compassion towards the children left behind in orphanages, and  help them through various charities.  Some sponsor a child in foster care, or provide education for a child through such organizations as Half the Sky or Amity.  One opportunity which provides a very personal and meaningful relationship with an orphan is the Big Family Charity in Ukraine.  This charity was founded by facilitators for international adoptions, to help the many children who grow up in the orphanages, unlikely ever to be adopted  

Sponsors select a child from a list that provides photographs and a profile for each child.  The monthly fee is $15.  The sponsor writes every month to the child, and the child, if old enough, writes back. The letters are translated and sent back and forth by email.  Sponsors are encouraged to send gifts of clothing, toys, school supplies etc, or to purchase items in Ukraine from an online store. The sponsor can read a report of each visit to the orphanage, and see and download numerous photographs of the child receiving, opening and admiring the gifts.  

This is a wonderful program, as these children often have no adult in their lives who cares about them as special and precious individuals.  The letters and gifts bring joy to them, and make them feel valued and important.  Sponsorship can literally transform a child, giving him or her hope for the future. Sponsors are encouraged to commit themselves to a child until graduation and beyond, keeping in contact to help that child make good choices in a very difficult and discouraging world where all too many of these children succumb to crime, prostitution and despair.  

This charity is a wonderful family project, as your children can enjoy reading the letters and writing to your sponsored child, and shopping for gifts to send to the child.  As postage of packages is expensive, it is a good idea to shop for bargains in sales, garage sales, thrift stores etc.

To find out more, visit http:// adopt.kiev.ua
Reunion for Families with Children from China: 

Celebrate International Children’s Day with the New Shanghai Circus.

Friday, June 1, 9:45 am – 5 pm.

Table Rock State Park and the New Shanghai Theater, Branson.

Children adopted from China and their siblings will learn traditional Chinese games, visit a trout farm, enjoy an authentic Chinese lunch buffet, perform onstage themselves, watch videos about famous Chinese cities, then enjoy an amazing acrobat show just for them!

The deadline for registering for the all-day event on Friday June 1 is March 31st.  Please send your registration as soon as possible for this very special day. Use the following link to download a registration form:

http://acrobatsofchina.com/en/news/new9.htm

WORLD-FEST AT SILVER DOLLAR CITY


Take the family to enjoy a multicultural celebration of dance, music, acrobatics and shopping at Silver Dollar City from April 5 to May 6, Wednesday-Sunday.  

For more information,
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