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4-8 PM

SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2007

PHELPS GROVE PARK
One of the most popular events of the year, the annual summer picnic, will be held at the pavilion in Phelps Grove, on Saturday June 9, 4-8 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with many other adoptive families, with children from many countries.  We will share a potluck meal and there will be outdoor games and activities for all the children.  We will have our annual group photograph at the rock! 

We will meet and eat in the pavilion at 4:30 pm, rain or shine.  IAF will provide fried chicken.  Families with last names beginning with A-K please bring a salad and a large bottle of soda, tea, water etc, and families with last names beginning with L-Z please bring a large drink and a dessert. 

Plates, cups, flatware, napkins, ice, etc, are provided.

Parents, please bring outdoor games for the children.

The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m.  Membership dues ($15) can be paid at the picnic.
 The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m, and all paid members will be entitled to vote for Board members. 

The financial year is from June 1 to May 31 every year. Membership dues are $15 per family, and will be due from June 1.  You must pay the annual dues for the 2007-2008 membership year no matter when you last paid dues for the 2006-2007 period. You can fill in a membership form and pay dues at the picnic. 

Directions; Phelps Grove Park is a few blocks south of Southwest Missouri State University.  You can reach it off I-44 by exiting south on Glenstone to Bennett, turning west on Bennett and continuing across National Avenue; or off 65 by exiting on Sunshine west to turn right (north) on National Avenue to left on Brookside Drive (past tennis courts).  Go past the Art Museum and Kings to turn left on Virginia, where there is a car lot opposite the park.  More parking is available around the edge of the park.   
For further information, call 882-2516 or email jgerard95@aol.com
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Americas  Party
July 21

4-7 pm,

Dale Street Methodist Church
We are exited to announce that we will hold our very first celebration of the cultures of our children from Central and South America. Plans include traditional Latin American music, dance and food, and lots of fun crafts for the children, including kite-making.

For further information, please contact Shurdena Evans, (417) 736-2152) or email ser916f@missouristate.edu
August Meeting

Parents of school-age children; mark your calendars for the 

Back to School Swim Party

Saturday, August 15

At the home of Jeff and Sandy Frye.
NEW SUPPORT GROUP FORMING 
As the number of international adoptions increases rapidly in this area, inevitably this includes a growing number of adopted children with significant problems caused by their early years of neglect, abuse or environmental toxins in birth families and institutions.  These children may suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder, reactive attachment disorder, sensory integration dysfunction, severe learning disabilities, and other mysterious behavior disorders difficult to diagnose and treat.  They often exhibit increasingly abnormal and unacceptable behaviors which can disrupt and destroy normal family life. 

These traumatized children are very difficult to parent, and healing them requires dedication and persistence.  Parents often become depressed and traumatized themselves. They desperately need support and encouragement.   

As many of you know, I am speaking from personal experience: my little girl was diagnosed with Reactive Attachment Disorder when she was four.  We worked with local attachment therapists for over a year, and she healed.  She is now a very normal, well-adjusted and affectionate child.  

Since then, I have continued to follow the latest research on therapies for Attachment Disorder and the other emotional and learning problems of post-institutional adoptees, and to learn from hundreds of other parents of these children online. So, I will be the one leading this support group.  

We will meet on the last Sunday afternoon at my house, from 3-5 pm.  Because of the nature of the discussion, and to give parents a little respite, no children will be allowed, so you will need to arrange a babysitter for your child.

This group is for parents whose children have been diagnosed with any of the above problems, and for parents who suspect that their child’s behavior problems may result from their early experiences.

If you would like to participate in this support group, please send me an email jgerard95@aol.com, or call 882-2516 – leave a message if I am not home.  The first meeting will be on Sunday, June 23, starting at 3 pm.

Host Families Needed for Three High School Students from China
Three Chinese exchange students, two girls and a boy, are needing good homes for the high school year starting this fall 2007. Families with children from China can gain a great deal from hosting such students; not only do they share their culture and language, but they provide positive role models for children who may not otherwise have much contact with Chinese people.. They don't have to have their own bedroom, as they can share a bedroom with a same sex child with no more than 5 years difference in age. They have their own spending money, health insurance, etc., but require a good home that will look out for their well being.. Time of course is of the essence as visas still need to be acquired for them to come. They are anxiously awaiting word that I have secured a host family for them. They will come on a J1 student visa and go home within two weeks of school ending
 

For further information, contact Patty Hodge

417-368-8103

paxpattymo@yahoo.com
Donations Needed

Jessica Gerard is taking five students from OTC to China on a service learning trip.  She is joining Rick Temple and his church group to spend five days working in an orphanage in Bautou, Inner Mongolia, leaving on July 1.  Most of the children have special needs.  We will be focusing on occupational therapy and dental care.  We are taking suitcases full of donations.  If you would like to donate toys, clothing etc, please contact Jessica.  Her particular project is to take Duplo brand plastic building blocks and accessories, as this toy has high play value for multiple children.  If your children have outgrown their Duplo, please consider donating it to the orphans of Bautou.   

Contact Jessica at jgerard95@aol.com, or call 882-2516. 
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