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APRIL MEETING

HEALTH ISSUES IN ADOPTED CHILDREN
6:30 pm

Saturday April 28, 2007

Dale Street Methodist Church

1232 E. Dale Street, Springfield

 

Any child adopted internationally is at higher risk of potential medical problems than a child adopted domestically. In many cases, information about the mother’s pregnancy and the birth is unknown, or inadequate. There are many health risks in the environment and in the orphanage in most countries.  Rickets, intestinal worms, lead poisoning and tuberculosis are all common problems in international adoption. 

There are three stages in health concerns during international adoption.  First is the medical report that accompanies your child’s referral. This may be incomplete, inaccurate or difficult to evaluate, especially if you adopt a special-needs child.  Then there is the health of your child when you are in the process of adopting, in another country.  How can you evaluate unexpected issues or deal with immediate health issues such as illness?  Then, when you return home, you need to know what tests are necessary as part of the medical evaluation, and why. 

 

Most adoptive parents have some concerns about their child’s health, whether it is interpreting worrisome medical reports on referral, deciding whether they can handle a special need, taking care of a sick child while traveling, getting testing done on return, and dealing with medical issues that emerge after the family returns home – even months or years later.  

 

At this month’s meeting, Kate Ampleman, nurse-practitioner at St. Johns, and mother of Connor (Russia) and Madeleine (Kazakhstan), will be giving a presentation on the medical issues involved in adopting a child from another country. 

 

She will provide the information you need on all these medical concerns, answer your questions, or tell you where you can go for help This topic is especially important for waiting families, but everyone is invited to share their experiences with the health issues they experienced in their adoptions.

 

Childcare and refreshments will be provided.

 

Please RSVP Jessica Gerard, 882-2516 jgerard95@aol.com by Friday,April 27. 

 

CALLS FOR HELP

We need volunteers for the following:

 

       Americas  Party

In July, we will hold our very first celebration of the cultures of our children from Central and South America.  We need volunteers to serve on the committee planning and presenting this event.  

If you would like to help, please contact Shurdena Evans, (417)n 736-2152) or email ser916f@missouristate.edu
 

       Eastern European Party

This annual event will be held in the fall, and will again feature the fabulous Sergei Shapoval, this time presenting a program on the music and culture of Ukraine.  We need volunteers for this event’s planning committee too.  Please contact Kate Ampleman  at (417) 877-1207 or email mchsi.com.

 

        Buddy Families

IIAF is grateful to the three members who have already sent an email volunteering to serve as buddy families to waiting families or those with similar issues.  However, we need more than three!  Please consider serving our adoption community with this valuable and important volunteer work.  Here’s a reminder of all the ways your experiences can help others:

 

1.      to new members who have just started the process of international adoption.  They greatly benefit from the support and advice of parents who have been through the process, and would love to spend time with adopted children from the country they have chosen.  If you would like to serve as a buddy family to a waiting family, please contact me. 

2.      For families with special issues.  If you have experienced and dealt with an adoption issue, and could help another adoptive parent or child who is experiencing the same problems, please contact me.  These buddies are crucial support to help families gain the information and encouragement they need to overcome a crisis, and to help their children do well. We need buddy families for:

 

        Countries with relatively few adoptions locally: Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Vietnam etc 

        Post-institutional issues such as attachment problem and post traumatic stress disorder, displayed in abnormal behavior and sleep disturbances

        Health issues: tuberculosis, lead poisoning, intestinal parasites, malnutrition, etc

        Special needs: albinism, limb differences, cleft palate and cleft lip, deafness, blindness, etc

        Developmental delays, language and earning disabilities, problems with the schools

        Older child adoptions

        Post-adoption depression in parents

        Single parents, gay parents, parents going through divorce

 

Jessica will keep a confidential database of all these needs, and match families needing support with the appropriate buddy family.

Please email jgerard95@aol.com if you would be willing to serve as a buddy family.

 

        Please send us your news for the newsletters.  We want to share the news about your referral, arrival home, and any other adoption-related event of interest to our families
 

        We also need your help to maintain our list of all international adoptive families in our area, including those who are not currently members of our group.  Please send Jessica  as much information as you can about families with children from other countries.  Jgerard95@aol.com.
 

        Please let Jessica know if your email address, mailing address, telephone number etc change, so you will continue to get the newsletter.
 

  

CHANGES IN INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

 

GUATEMALA

  Last month, the U.S. State Department stated that ‘we cannot recommend adoptions from Guatemala at this time.  The situation in Guatemala has changed.  There are serious problems with the adoption process in Guatemala that do not protect all children, birth mothers, or prospective adoptive parents.” 

 

The current problems include:

        Notaries also act as judges determining a child’s eligibility for adoption have a conflict of interest in that they often negotiate with the birthmother and make the referral itself.

        Lack of adequate government oversight.  Notaries are unregulated and there is nothing to stop them bribing or threatening birthmothers to give up their children.  There is a concern that facilitators’ and notaries’ chief goal is excessive personal gain.  Local representatives have been extorting adoptive parents.  

        There is evidence of birthmothers deliberately giving birth for the sole purpose of relinquishing them for international adoption, as a source of income.

        Fraudulent medical reports have sometimes concealed serious special needs only discovered by 

           U.S. parents after adoption.

        Foster care is not regulated or supervised by the government.  There have been cases of utterly inadequate care, even physical and sexual abuse.

        Guatemala has failed to develop policies and practices required to implement the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption, particularly the central authority to oversee the entire international adoption.

         program.  Many Hague compliant countries will not permit adoptions from Guatemala for this reason.  (Some U.S. agencies, such as Children’s Hope International in St. Louis have also stopped Guatemala adoptions).

 

The U.S. government has not banned adoptions, but is instead more closely scrutinizing each and every adoption, which will lengthen the adoption process from Guatemala. The official statement points out that while parents may be desperate enough to persist despite these concerns, they need to consider the long-term impact on a child of discovering the illegal and corrupt circumstances of his or her adoption.

 

UKRAINE

The following are recent changes in Ukraine’s international adoption law.

 

        No singles may adopt from Ukraine

        The minimum age of both the adoptive parents must be 21

         the maximum age difference between each adoptive parent and their adopted children may be no more than 45 years.  

The law is not retroactive, and will not affect foreigners whose dossiers have been approved and who are scheduled for appointments. The law will not be fully effective until May or June.


See what's free at AOL.com. 
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