
iafswmo.org







        September, 2006

_____________________________________________________________
SEPTEMBER MEETING:

               EASTERN EUROPEAN FESTIVAL
FEATURING

RUSSIAN KALEIDESCOPE
5pm- 8 pm

Saturday, September 30

Dale Street Methodist Church, Springfield
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At our annual celebration of our Eastern European children’s heritage, IAF is proud to present Sergei Shaoval of Kanas City’s Cultural Kaleidoscope in

                  RUSSIAN KALEIDOSCOPE

 

Russian-born educator Sergei Shapoval, dressed in a traditional Russian folk costume, will give a highly entertaining and enjoyable multimedia presentation for children on Russian culture, featuring Russian folk instruments and folk dancing, and other hands –on learning experiences.  Sergei Shapoval has presented this outstanding and much-praised program in schools throughout the Midwest, and we are very fortunate to have him come to Springfield.  This is an outstanding opportunity for all our IAF families, and we strongly encourage you all to come and enjoy a very special Russian evening.  It is very important for our children to appreciate not just their own birthcountry’s culture, but the heritages of the other children too.  

 

COST: $10 PER FAMILY

 

We will begin our party with a potluck dinner at 5pm. Please let me know if you will bring a main dish, side dish or dessert. Eastern European dishes would be appreciated, but are not required. Please also bring a large bottle of soda or juice.

 

The Presentation will begin at 6 pm, and lasts about an hour.  

 

We will have a Store selling a wide range of books with a Russian theme, including some direct from Russia, and traditional genuine, toys, ornaments and other gift items from Eastern Europe.  

Here’s what Tony Cooley, father of Prosha and Timo from Russia, says:

Sergei Shapoval's Russian Kaleidoscope program is fantastic.  Our family saw it last winter at WorldWays Children's Museum in St. Louis, and we're really looking forward to seeing it again.  He packs a lot into the program and keeps the interest of kids and adults alike with audience participation, jokes, and loads of information.  You'll get to experience the Russian language in both written and spoken form, traditional Russian clothing, folk stories, cultural insights, and music, music, music.  I don't really remember how many instruments were involved, but he sings, and plays, and dances, using the music to tie everything together.  This is a fast-paced presentation and Sergei's love for the culture really shows through.  If you have any level of interest in the Russian culture, you'll be delighted by this program.  Don't miss out!  Join my family and me at the IAF Eastern European Festival.
 

Directions to Dale Street United Methodist Church.

From I-44.  Take exit 80A south on North Glenstone Avenue.  Go past the Kearney St. intersection, past E Turner St and turn right on Dale Street, just past the ABC Bookstore and a bank.  If you reach the Dale Street traffic light, you have gone too far, as Dale Street continues to your left at that light.  Continue along Dale Street.  The church is on the seventh block on your left.  The parking lot is east of the church.  

From Highway  65.  Exit on Kearney and go west.  At Glenstone turn left (south), and follow the above directions.           
 

OCTOBER MEETING: EIGHTH  ANNUAL ADOPTION FAIR

 

Once again, it is time for our annual Adoption Fair. This very successful event is our most important community service as a support group, bringing those who long to become parents together with the agencies finding families for the children, both here in the U.S. and abroad, who desperately need a family of their very own. It is a wonderful opportunity to promote international adoption, and to find families for the waiting children.
 

The fair provides information on adoption, both domestic and international.   The fair will feature informational exhibits by agencies, adoption lawyers, support groups, and adoption-related businesses and services; and speakers presenting topics on adoption.

 

This year it is on Saturday, October 28, 8:30 am to 1 pm, at Cox South as usual.  Please help us reach as many people as possible by telling everyone you know who is interested in adoption, and by posting flyers on community bulletin boards at work, church and stores.  If you have any contacts with TV and radio stations, or other news media, please help us get the word out.  You can download our flyer from our web site. In October, we will be asking for lots of volunteers.  This is our major community outreach, and many people decide to adopt after conversations with our members.  

 

PLAYGROUP

Parents and children can socialize with other adoptive families at IAF’s Playgroup. For further information, contact Sandy Frye 890-0730, or smfrye@sbcglobal.net 
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MOON FESTIVAL

IAF ,and Linda Sun, teacher of our Saturday Chinese School, invite everyone to celebrate the Moon Festival , an annual event similar to Thanksgiving held in Korea, China and Vietnam.

        Friday, October 6

        5 pm – 8 pm

        Phelps Grove Park, Springfield.

We will have a potluck dinner in the Pavilion, then everyone will be served a traditional MOONCAKE with Chamomile tea, while we while we admire the beautiful full moon. Lucky red (battery) PAPER LANTERNS will be available for the children to carry in the traditional lantern parade around the park.  Dress up in your family’s traditional costumes!
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NEW BOOK: ADOPTION PARENTING: CREATING A TOOLBOX, BUILDING CONNECTIONS, edited by Jean MacLeod and Sheena Macrae.  EMK Press.

This book is like an encyclopedia of adoptive parenting, with contributions from adoptive parents and professionals on the full range of issues and concerns from birth to adulthood.  There are chapters on sleep, attachment, language, food, parents’ issues, discipline, loss and grief, transitions, loss and grief, siblings, school, race, older child adoption, special needs, support, therapy, and building identity.  It is an excellent resource, great to have at hand for dipping into whenever an issue arises. IAF has a copy to loan to group members.
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