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MOON FESTIVAL 

IAF ,and Linda Sun, teacher of our Saturday Chinese School, invite everyone to celebrate the Moon Festival , an annual event similar to Thanksgiving held in Korea, China and Vietnam.

· Friday, October 6

· 5 pm – 8 pm

· Chesterfield Park, Springfield.

We will have an optional potluck dinner in the Pavilion, then everyone will be served a traditional MOONCAKE with Chamomile tea, while we while we admire the beautiful full moon. Lucky red (battery) PAPER LANTERNS will be available for the children to carry in the traditional lantern parade around the park.  Dress up in your family’s traditional costumes!

 Cost: $2 per person 

S5 for a paper lantern if you wish to take it home.  Please pay before or at the beginning of the event, as we are not permitted to sell at the park.

Please send the check to

Jessica Gerard

4349 E. Kensington St

Springfield, MO 65809

Please RSVP jgerard95@aol.com as soon as possible.

OCTOBER MEETING: EIGHTH  ANNUAL ADOPTION FAIR
Once again, it is time for our annual Adoption Fair. This very successful event is our most important community service as a support group, bringing those who long to become parents together with the agencies finding families for the children, both here in the U.S. and abroad, who desperately need a family of their very own. It is a wonderful opportunity to promote international adoption, and to find families for the waiting children.
The fair provides information on adoption, both domestic and international.   The fair will feature informational exhibits by agencies, adoption lawyers, support groups, and adoption-related businesses and services; and speakers presenting topics on adoption.

This year it is on Saturday, October 28, 8:30 am to 1 pm, at Cox South as usual.  Please help us reach as many people as possible by telling everyone you know who is interested in adoption, and by posting flyers on community bulletin boards at work, church and stores.  If you have any contacts with TV and radio stations, or other news media, please help us get the word out.  This is our major community outreach, and many people decide to adopt after conversations with our members.   

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

Our most urgent need right now is or more publicity. Our best means of getting the word out throughout Southwest Missouri is through our support group members.

· Please let me know as soon as possible what time slots and place you wish to volunteer for.  I will organize the schedule and send it to all volunteers to alter or approve.

· posting our flyer on all local community   bulletin boards, in stores, libraries

· telling everyone you know who is thinking about adoption

· posting the flyer at your church, or in        your workplace 

· contacting someone you know in the media who could publicize our event

· asking your local newspaper to publicize our  event. 

ATTACHED IS A COPY OF OUR FLYER FOR YOU TO PRINT OUT.

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!
We need more volunteers than we had last year.  We did not have enough people to take care of the children.  When you participate, you are not only providing the help we need to run the fair successfully, you are spokespersons for international adoption, available to answer the many questions of prospective parents.  It’s also an opportunity to socialize with other adoptive families, and a great play date for the children! 

We need volunteers for:

Registration

Our IAF table

Our fundraising table

Childcare of small children

Activities for older children

Setup and cleanup
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PLAYGROUP!

Parents and children ages 1-4 can socialize with other adoptive families at IAF’s Playgroup. For further information, contact Sandy Frye 890-0730, or smfrye@sbcglobal.net 

November Meeting

Michelle Sherwood, TV news reporter and anchor and adult adoptee, will tell her story about her Homeland Visit and  Birthfamily Reunion. November 18, 6:30 pm at the Library Center
 












