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REFERRALS!!

Congratulations to Jim and Kate Ampleman on the referral of their new baby daughter in Kazakhstan.  Madeleine is five months old, and they will be traveling to meet her at the end of March or early April.

Congratulations too to Jeff and Sandy Frye, who now have a sister for Olivia.  Anna Li was born January 5, 2005, and is waiting for them in Hunan Province.  

MARCH MEETINGS

IAF is dedicated to bringing the very best in adoption education and support to our families in Southwest Missouri.  This month we are offering two very important and highly-regarded seminars to help adoptive families raise happy and well-adjusted children. These seminars focus on meeting the special needs of the internationally adopted child The parent meetings provide adoptive parents with the information they need to effectively parent their internationally adopted children. The Playshops help our children handle adoption issues better. We strongly urge our adoptive families to attend one or both of these of these outstanding seminars.  

HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINAR 

Has anyone ever recommended that:

- you use the Ferber method and let your  adopted child “cry it out” to get to sleep?

- you wean your newly-adopted child to a cup as soon as possible?

- you use “time out” as a consequence for inappropriate behavior?

Did you know that while these parenting practices are fine for your bio kids, they are inappropriate and even harmful for your adopted child?  The truth is, that parenting an internationally adopted child is different from parenting children born to you or adopted at birth. Our internationally adopted children’s early experiences create different needs that must be met to enable them to be happy and successful adults. Our adopted children are at greater risk for attachment, cognitive and physical problems. These children need a different style of parenting to help them overcome the harm caused by their less than optimum start in life.    

You can learn about why adopted children need a different style of parenting, and how to parent best at the Heart of the Matter Seminar, an informative and educational all-day seminar on parenting children adopted from inadequate care.  This seminar provides essential information for all parents waiting to adopt a child from abroad, and will help those who are already parenting to understand their children’s behaviors and meet their needs. The seminar focuses on children with mild to moderate issues, and the parenting techniques presented are beneficial for any child.  This seminar is not just for parents whose children have problems; it is a parenting class relevant to all parents of internationally adopted children.

The seminar will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Auditorium of Hammons Heart Institute, on Saturday, March 18.  The cost per person is $20.  This meeting is for adults only, so please make childcare arrangements.        

PLEASE CONSIDER ATTENDING THIS IMPORTANT SEMINAR!  If you are planning to attend, we need our registration form and check AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.   A call to Don Currence at 581-5225 to let him know you’re coming would help too! 
HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINAR

March 18, 2006

9am-4 pm



Hammons Heart Institute



        Springfield

 Registration form:

 name_________________________

address____________________________   ___________________________________

 phone___________

 email __________


 Please check all that apply:

 __ pre-adoptive parent

 __ adoptive parent

 __ foster care

 __ professional

 __ other: please specify_________

 Agency name__________________

 Please check the age child that you plan to adopt or    have adopted:

 __ infant __ toddler __ preschool

 __ school

 Fee: $20 per person

 Send form with check payable to International  Adoptive Families to

 Don Currence

 1202 E. Melanie Lane



 Ozark, MO 65721

International Adoptive Families has been very fortunate in bringing Jane Brown’s Adoption Playshops to Springfield.  The Playshops are in great demand, and she normally only selects major cities.  This may be the only time the Playshops will be offered here in Springfield, so we urge all families of school-age children to take advantage of this rare opportunity!

JANE BROWN’S

ADOPTION  PLAYSHOPStc "ADOPTION  PLAYSHOPS"
March 31-April 2 2006

Dale Street Methodist Church, 1232 E. Dale St, Springfield, Missouri
Jane Brown’s Playshops are internationally recognized as one of the most effective educational experiences available for adopted children. Jane has designed Playshops to give all adopted children an opportunity to explore their ideas about adoption while interacting with their peers.  She uses multi-sensory games with props and puppets to let the children talk, learn and discuss their feelings about being adopted. She helps them understand that the questions and thoughts they have about adoption are normal and OK to discuss with their adopted peers. She also helps them acquire skills to use in situations involving non-adopted peers.  Jane is assisted by adult adoptees, who provide positive role models for the children. Each session is 2 hours long, and afterwards Jane debriefs the parents about issues that arose during the Playshops.
Jane Brown is a social worker and educator with many years of experience working with children.  She is mother of eight children, five of them adopted from Asia. A well-known and highly respected authority on adoption issues, she is a member of the editorial board of Adoptive Families magazine.  She has presented Adoption Playshops in the United States, Canada and Australia.
Parents’ Workshop
 Friday March 31, 6:30 p.m.
Parenting at the Intersection of Adoption, Race, Ethnicity, and Culture. 
The following topics will be covered:
ADVANCE \d 3*How adopted youngsters understand and feel about growing up adopted at various developmental stages.

 *Parenting strategies that help children to  talk parents and others about growing up adopted. 

*What adoptive parents need to consider when outsiders ask intrusive questions or make loaded comments that undercut adopted youngsters’ sense of belonging to and with their families. 

*Why race matters. 

*What ingredients are necessary for youngsters to develop healthy, accurate racial identity and to be armed to stand up to stereotyping and racism. 

*What elements of culture are important for adopted youngsters to be exposed to and how parents can help them to develop cultural competency. 

*How ethnicity fits into the picture in terms of youngsters developing a healthy self identity and sense of self worth. 
This two hour seminar is designed for any adult involved with adoption:  parents of adopted children of ANY age, waiting families, and their relatives, friends, children’s teachers, etc.  Parents whose children attend the Saturday Playshop are expected to attend this workshop.  Childcare will be provided.
Cost: $20 for individual/2 parents. 
ADOPTION PLAYSHOPS tc "ADOPTION PLAYSHOPS " \l 2
Open to ALL adopted children. The maximum number in a Playshop is 20 children.  Parent Debriefing takes place for one hour after the children’s 2 hour session.  Childcare will be provided for the participants during the Debriefing.   

Cost: $40 per child
Playshop I 



Saturday, April 1, 9-11 am

Playshop II
Saturday, April 1, 2-4 pm.

Playshop III,
as needed Sunday April 2, 1-3 pm

To register, please use the form mailed to all families last week, or download it at our web site, iafswmo.org. For further information, call 417 882-2516 evenings or email  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ jgerard95@aol.com.
NURSERS FOR BABIES WITH CLEFT PALATE
Infants with cleft palate cannot feed properly from regular bottles and are frequently severely undernourished as a result.  Please help the staff feed these children by taking some cleft nursers, specifically designed to feed these babies, to donate to orphanages when you go on your adoption trip.  The plastic nursers are  bulky, but light.  You can order these much-needed nursers from Fujiankids.org. 

ADOPT AN ANGEL

T

he orphanages in poverty-stricken Ukraine lack the income and resources to provide their many children with everything they need.  At the Borzna Orphanage, for instance, nearly 200 children age 7-17  live in overcrowded, rundown buildings without showers or indoor toilets, learn in poorly-supplied classrooms and wear ill-fitting clothing and shoes.  The orphanage lacks essential medical supplies, and the children lack toys and games.  The Big Family Charity Foundation, created by translators in Ukraine, seeks sponsors for the children in 4 orphanages, who are unlikely ever to be adopted.  

Sponsors are asked to choose a child and send him or her a packages of clothing, toys, school supplies, personal needs etc.  You can also send money to have the goods bought in Urkraine.  Sponsors send letters by email, which are translated for the children. The sponsor receives letters and pictures from the child, and be able to see detailed reports on the visit to the orphanage, with lots of photos of the child receiving his or her gifts, on the  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.adopt.kiev.u  web site.  These children will not just receive gifts that will improve their lives, but the gift of your care and concern, that will give them what every child needs - a sense of being special and important and cared about. 

 Both Angie Kellett and Jessica Gerard sponsor children through this program, and find it very rewarding to see the positive changes in a child’s life.  It’s a great way of continuing to help orphaned and deprived children when you can’t adopt again!

It’s easy to sponsor a child: you register at the web site, then scroll through the lists of children for the 4 orphanages.  The children are listed by name, age and sex.  When you click on a name, you see photos and biographical information about the child.  Then you pay the initial registration fee and specify which child you are sponsoring.

LIFEBOOK WORKSHOPS
The next lifebook workshop will be held on Friday March 17 at 6;30 pm at Jessica Gerard’s home.  If you plan to attend, please call 882-2516 or email jgerard95@aol.com by Thursday. 

