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June, 2006

_____________________________________________________________________

JUNE MEETING:

 ANNUAL PICNIC

Saturday, June 10, 4-8 p.m.

Phelps Grove Park

Springfield
We will meet and eat in the pavilion at 4:30 p.m., rain or shine.

IAF will provide fried chicken. Each family please bring a salad or dessert and a large bottle of soda or juice. Plates, cups, flatware, napkins, ice, etc, will be provided.

Parents, please bring outdoor games for the children.

The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m.
RSVP by June 7, 581-5225
Directions; Phelps Grove Park is a few blocks south of Southwest Missouri State University.  You can reach it off I-44 by exiting south on Glenstone to Bennett, turning west on Bennett and continuing across National Avenue; or off 65 by exiting on Sunshine west to turn right (north) on National Avenue to left on Brookside Drive (past tennis courts).  Go past the Art Museum and Kings to turn left on Virginia, where there is a car lot opposite the park  More parking is available around the edge of the park.

PHOTOGRAPHS NEEDED

It’s time to replace our display board, and I need new pictures of our beautiful children.  Please send me your favorite picture of your child, and I will select some to represent the faces of international adoption.  The easiest way is to send a copy by email so I can download it and print it out.  Jgerard95@aol.com

NEW BOOKS

We have acquired two useful and informative new books for our lending library:

The Post Adoption Blues: Overcoming the Unforseen Challenges of Adoption, by Karen J Foli, and John R. Thompson.  An excellent book for waiting and new parents about the dealing with the stresses of adoption

The Family of Adoption, by Joyce Maguire Pavao, updated to include recent international adoption.
OUR KAZAKSHSTAN ADOPTION ADVENTURE
BY Kate Ampleman

Our Kazakhstan adoption adventure began on April 21st, as we boarded a plane for Almaty, Kazakhstan.  We did so much to prepare for the extended time away from home and the potential stressful situations that we would encounter.  However, as with adoption from any of the  former CIS countries, you have to expect the unexpected. After two days of travel we arrived in Almaty and got settled into an apartment that would be our home for next month.  

Our son, Connor, stayed at home with my parents.  It was a terribly difficult decision, and one in which we felt there wasn’t a good answer. In the end we did feel it would have been very difficult to have him with us in Kazakhstan, but the separation added to the stress experienced with this adoption.  


Kazakhstan requires all children be placed on a regional and national databank for six months after they arrive at the orphanage.  During this time only Kazakh citizens can adopt the children.  After their time on the registry expires they can be adopted internationally.  Officially there are no referrals in Kazakhstan.  However, it is a practice that is commonly done. It does come with the knowledge though, that you could lose that referral at anytime up until your court date.  The agency we worked with has a good reputation in Kazakhstan and statistically they lose very few referrals.  When we began working with them, we were made aware that our preference of a female under one year of age would take longer to fulfill.  If we were to travel “blind”, meaning arriving in the country without a referral to select a child from the orphanage, the process is quicker.  Ten months after we began the process we were referred a tiny, five month old, Kazakh girl.  We decided to name her Madeline Mary.


We were so thrilled to receive our referral and couldn’t help but stare at her pictures every day!  We tried to stay somewhat detached, knowing the risk of losing her, but it was difficult.  After the referral we had to wait for our letter of invitation to travel from the Kazakhstan government.  Several dates discussed by our agency came and went without our letter.  Finally it arrived, and we scrambled to make our travel arrangements.  

Adoption in Kazakhstan has a hurry up and wait mentality.  The first day at the orphanage, when you meet your child for the first time, your two week court mandated bonding times begins.  You want to hurry up and get that bonding time started, but then it is a long wait to finish it and get a court date.  We were relieved to get the bonding time started and to have not lost the referral.   The adoption staff and the officials in Kazakhstan view the two week bonding period as a very important part of our adoption process.  Theoretically I think it is helpful to the child and aids in the transition to life at home in the United States.  However, as our weeks passed in Kazakhstan and we became a little more jaded, we couldn’t help but notice that we were only allowed to visit our daughter about twelve hours total, during the two week period.  Everything that we did at the orphanage was determined by the staff members.  We were not allowed to visit on Saturday or Sunday.  We had the unfortunate luck of being there during two national holidays.  That knocked out three more days that we couldn’t visit.  During our first few days at the orphanage, we brought jarred baby food and formula and were allowed to feed our daughter.  Several days later another family brought in a jar of food that apparently caused their baby to develop a rash, so all feeding privileges, for all families, were taken away.  We were still allowed to bring formula, but we couldn’t feed her.  This was extremely frustrating because Madeline is significantly malnourished and we didn’t want another day to pass without her getting the nutrients her body so badly needed.  After the first week we were allowed to take Madeline outside for fifteen minutes, but only after we put her in three layers of winter clothes, two hats and wrapped her in a wool blanket.  It was 75-80 degrees outside!  We felt so bad when we would bring her back inside and she would be drenched in sweat.  


We opted for a new arrangement in Kazakhstan adoptions.  We are using an escort that will bring Madeline to Springfield on June 9th, three weeks after we returned home.  By Kazakh law, both parents must be present for court, then one or both may return home.  There is a two week appeal period after court, before the adoption is finalized.  After the appeal period is over, there is an additional week of paperwork and tasks to complete.  No tasks are done simultaneously in Kazakhstan, so it feels like an arduous process.  We have signed a power of attorney for our escort to complete the remaining tasks in our absence and bring our daughter home.  As with everything else in this adoption, that is a gigantic leap of faith.  


We are anxiously awaiting our daughter’s arrival home, to close this chapter of our lives.  While the end result is such a positive one, the adoption was filled with many frustrations along the way.  Simply living in Kazakhstan for a month is not without its challenges. However, the people of Kazakhstan that we encountered were quite nice.  The staff of the orphanage was very warm and welcoming, and seemed genuinely happy for us and our daughter.  After spending so much time at the orphanage, we could tell they did the best they could with the resources they had.  Seeing what they lack will leave an imprint on my heart that I will not forget.  When we met our daughter on April 24th, she was seven and a half months and almost nine and a half pounds.  Her situation is possibly more extreme than most there, but nearly all of the children had some degree of malnutrition.  I can only hope that will change in the future with financial support to the orphanage and more international adoptions.  

Festival of Nations 
A Celebration of Diversity in St. Louis

Festival of Nations is an outdoor multi-ethnic
celebration featuring traditional dance and music,
ethnic food, cultural and educational exhibits, folk
art demonstrations, and international market. 

Presented by the International Institute and 125
ethnic organizations, the festival promotes awareness and understanding of our community's growing ethnic population. Festival of Nations is the largest event of its kind in our region. 

NEW IN 2006! The debut of the Worldways Village, where children and their parents can get an in-depth
introduction to the meanings behind the customs of
faraway lands. Also: Sidewalk Artistry, surprising
little by-ways featuring henna art, Japanese tops, and Athahualpa, Andean flute music.
WHEN:
2006 Festival of Nations Information
Saturday, July 22 -10 am to 7 pm 
Sunday, July 23 - 10 am to 6 pm 

WHERE:
Outdoors in the leafy urban setting of Tower Grove
Park on the City's South Side. The event will take
place nearest S. Grand and Arsenal, just steps away
from the thriving International District. A free
shuttle service will be available throughout the Park
during most of the opening hours. Parking is available in Tower Grove Park and on surrounding streets. 

Activities & Entertainment

Friday Night South Grand Festival Preview Party,
5:30-8:30 pm just two blocks south of the park. Enjoy ethnic snacks as you watch exciting local music and dance troupes. 

Entertainment: Three stages of non-stop dynamic music and dance performances by traditional ethnic artists, local world music favorites and the finest traditional acoustic music and song. From Spanish flamenco to a Vietnamese dragon dance, from thundering Ivorian drums to Jewish klezmer, there is something for every taste.

30+ food booths featuring delicate Bosnian baklava,
Brazil's national dish feijoada, Ethiopian injera with
doro wat, Filipino kebabs, and other mouth-watering
ethnic treats! 

30+ gift booths selling Mexican glassware, Israeli
jewelry, Indian saris and other hand-made items. 

Children's Area with ethnic storytelling, mask-making
and other hands-on activities 

Attempt the Scottish caber toss and other athletic
feats in the World Sports Meadow 
Try belly dancing, Indian kuchipudi and other ethnic
dances on the popular Village Green 

Learn about the International Institute and other
agencies at our Community Organization Booths 

And more attractions to be announced ... come and be a part of the fun! 

Admission and entertainment is FREE 
Food and gifts are extra 
Join the Fun in 2006!
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CHINESE LANGUAGE LESSONS 

Shenghi (Linda) Sun is now offering classes in Mandarin.  She has taught at the Chinese Church, and is now teaching the Langguth girls.  Her classes are based on a popular set of 12 textbooks that provide a systematic and thorough training in Mandarin, beginning with easy preschool lessons.  Children will learn both to speak and write Mandarin, and will be expected to study and learn their lessons for each class.  The classes will be held on Saturday mornings at her home in southwest Springfield.  Each class will last one hour, and will cost $10 per child plus the textbook.  Each session will  last 8 weeks.  Classes are grouped by age:

1. preschool

2. kindergarten-grade 1

3. grades 2-3

4. grades 4-5

To enroll, or for further information, call Linda Sun at 882-6893. 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR ADOPTIVE FAMILIES AT THE ACROBATS OF CHINA

The New Shanghai Circus in Branson, in gratitude to families who have adopted Chinese children, and as part of their desire to help these children know their Chinese heritage, is offering special discounts for their shows:

For each family attending the show:

Chinese adoptees, AND their siblings under 18 get in free.

Parents get a 10% discount on their ticket

The Chinese adoptees get a special Chinese gift

In addition, the New Shanghai Circus is planning a special all day event just for these families!






