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August, 2006

_____________________________________________________________________

AUGUST MEETINGS:

Playdate in the Park

Saturday, August 12, 10am-12 noon

Living Memorial Park

4405 S. Glenstone

Springfield

This is a popular get-together for young children and their parents in a park with play equipment near the pavilion, and easily accessible from the freeways.  Please bring drinks or snacks to share. 

Raindate: August 19

Directions: Exit James River Freeway on Glenstone exit, go south on Republic Road, and turn left at the sign for the Nature Center. 
Back to School Swim Party 

Saturday, August 26

5-8 pm 

At the home of Jeff and Sandy Frye

2949 Natural Bridge Drive

Springfield

Ph. 890-0730

This is a fun social event for school-age children and their families.  We will serve hot dogs and lemonade, and families are asked to bring either a vegetable tray, a fruit tray, or a dessert. You are welcome to bring suitable pool toys too. Younger family members are welcome, and there will be a kiddy pool and play equipment for them. 

Please RSVP Jessica Gerard 882-2516, or jgerard95@aol.com, by August 20, as we need to know how many will be attending. 

Directions.  From Hwy 65 exit on Battlefield going east past Justice Jewelers. Continue straight on Battlefield after the Blackman Road intersection, instead of turning right when the road curves, go straight, then turn left.  The Fryes’ home is the first on the left.

REQUESTS

We need help with two upcoming events:

We are planning a party to celebrate Eastern European in September.  In the last couple of years, we were very fortunate to have a Ukrainian dance troupe from Silver Dollar City perform for us.  They are in Tennessee this year, and we are searching for alternative entertainment.  If you know anyone from Eastern Europe who could put on a performance or entertainment for your children, please let us know as soon as possible.  Please contact Laura Cooley ozarkbel@fidmail.org, or Kate Ampleman, kampleman@mchsi.com.

We also need more parents with children from Eastern Europe to participate in the organizing committee.

Next July, we plan an Americas party to celebrate the heritage of children adopted from Latin America and the Caribbean.  We are looking for parents to form an organizing committee.  Please contact Jessica Gerard or Shurdena Evans,  736-2152.

This time next year, we plan a Family Fun Fair.  We need a large lawn with shade nearby.  We cannot use the public parks, as selling goods is forbidden in the park system.  If you know of such a place, please let Jessica know.

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDS 

The International Friends program at Missouri State University is once again looking for host families for students arriving from other countries. 

This program matches an American family with an international student.  The family offers friendship to the student, and gives him or her an opportunity to learn more about the ordinary lives of Americans.  The host family is only required to make contact with the student once a month, by phone, email or in person, but is expected to invite the student to join in traditional American celebrations and activities from time to time.  Families are also expected to be interested in the student’s life, and in his or her culture – sending a birthday card, attending graduation, inviting the student to make a traditional meal for the family, inviting their friends for a get-together and so on. Host families are asked to make a commitment of two semesters; in practice, many lifelong friendships are made!! This level of interaction is ideal for adoptive families with young children, who cannot take a high school student into their home at this time.

You can request a male or female student from your child’s country of origin, and International Friends accepts applications from families year-round. The next orientation sessions are on  August 17 and 21.  For more information, go to the website, www.IFMO.org, where you can apply online.            
 

CHINESE LANGUAGE LESSONS

There are several good reasons for signing up children adopted from China for classes in Mandarin. 

1. It helps fulfill the promise parents make to the Chinese authorities to bring their children up to know and respect their Chinese heritage. It helps Chinese adoptees  feel pride in their own heritage, and boosts a positive self-image. 

2.  It opens doors to the Chinese-American community.  It means a great deal to Chinese-Americans if these adopted children know some Chinese.  When they become adults, many of our children may attempt to find a place in the Chinese-American community. 

3.  When our children return to visit China, they will be able to communicate and understand better.  Adult Korean adoptees who have been to Korea feel strongly that they wished their parents had insisted they learn Korean as children.  

4. It is good for everyone to learn another language.  There is a great deal of research showing the beneficial effects for brain development.  And Mandarin is the language of the future: already the U.S. government is heavily promoting and subsidizing Mandarin language learning because of China’s enormous world role in the future.  It will be a huge advantage for anyone going into business, the military, etc.

Shenghui (Linda) Sun is now offering classes in Mandarin.  She has taught at the Chinese Church, and is now teaching several Chinese adoptees.  Her classes are based on a popular set of 12 textbooks that provide a systematic and thorough training in Mandarin, beginning with easy preschool lessons.  

· For toddlers, the empnasis is on having fun while learning a few basics through games. 

· Kindergarters and first graders have a special beginner’s textbook  which teaches them to speak everyday phrases in easy, fun lessons.

·  Older children can begin to learn to speak and write Mandarin, and will be expected to study and learn their lessons for each class.  

Your child can join the 10 am Saturday class which has children 4-7 currently enrolled, the older child class which is being arranged. If you would like to join a toddler class for children 2-3 years old, please call Linda. Classes are being held on Saturday mornings at her home in southwest Springfield.  Each class will last one hour, and will cost $10 per child plus the textbook.  Each session will last  8 weeks.  

FREE TRIAL CLASSES ARE AVAILABLE!! Adult classes are also offered.

To enroll, or for further information, call Linda Sun at 882-6893.
FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN FROM RUSSIA AND UKRAINE NEEDED FOR RESEARCH STUDY

 The following is a message from a graduate student.  Studies like these are valuable in giving us accurate information on how our children are doing.
Dear Parents,

My name is Frances Tung and I am currently a graduate student in the Clinical Psychology program at Suffolk University, Boston, Massachusetts. I
am currently conducting a dissertation study to survey the cultural socialization strategies used by parents of international adoptees and to evaluate these as factors in the child's psychological adjustment.

I am currently searching for families to participate in the study. 

I am looking for families with adopted children from Russia or Ukraine who are currently between the ages of 6 and 12 years old and were adopted before the age of 2. The study will involve completing a set of questionnaires regarding cultural socialization and the adjustment of your child. This set of surveys will take approximately an hour and a half to complete. In addition, a teacher questionnaire is included for your child's teacher to complete (if possible).

This study will have a number of benefits. These findings will help to better understand the experience of international adoptees. The study will shed light on the cultural socialization strategies used by parents and its possible influence on the child. Once the study has concluded, a summary of the results will be provided to all participants.

All information collected during the investigation will be kept strictly confidential and used only for the purposes of this study. Any identifier will be removed from the questionnaires when analyzing the data.

If you would like to participate in the study or have any questions, please email me at frances.tung@suffolk.edu or 617-515-7146. I thank you for your consideration and look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Frances Tung

Graduate Student

Suffolk University

PLAYGROUP!!


Playgroups are a wonderful opportunity for babies, toddlers and young children to play with other adopted children like themselves, and for parents to meet other adoptive parents.   To join our flourishing IAF playgroup, contact Sandy Frye, 890-0730 � HYPERLINK "mailto:smfrye@sbcglobal.net" ��smfrye@sbcglobal.net�.








