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OCTOBER MEETING: SEVENTH ANNUAL ADOPTION FAIR
Once again, it is time for our annual Adoption Fair. This very successful event is our most important community service as a support group, bringing those who long to become parents together with the agencies finding families for the children, both here in the U.S. and abroad, who desperately need a family of their very own. It is a wonderful opportunity to promote international adoption, and to find families for the waiting children.

 

This year, the Adoption Fair is on OCTOBER 29, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Cox South.

 

The fair provides information on adoption, both domestic and international.   The fair will feature informational exhibits by agencies, adoption lawyers, support groups, and adoption-related businesses and services; and speakers presenting topics on adoption.

 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!!!
Our most urgent need right now is for more publicity.  Our best means of getting the word out throughout Southwest Missouri is through our support group members.  We especially need the help of those   living in communities outside of Springfield. Please help us by:
  - posting our flyer on all local community  bulletin boards, in stores, libraries
  - telling everyone you know who is thinking about adoption- posting the flyer at your church, or in your workplace 
-contacting someone you know in the media who could publicize our event
- asking your local newspaper to publicize our event. 


YOU CAN DOWNLOAD COPIES OF THE FLYER FROM OUR WEB SITE Please contact Don Currence if you need bulk flyers. dcurrence@fbcozark.org
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!
We need more volunteers than we had last year.  We did not have enough people to take care of the children.  When you participate, you are not only providing the help we need to run the fair successfully, you are spokespersons for international adoption, available to answer the many questions of prospective parents.  It’s also an opportunity to socialize with other adoptive families, and a great play date for the children! 

 

We need volunteers  for:
registration
our group’s table
the book sales
childcare for small children
activities for older children
setup and cleanup

 

If you have already volunteered to help with the fair, please let me know what job you prefer, and which hours you will be available, so I can prepare a schedule to make sure all areas are fully staffed.  Please contact me at jgerard95@aol.com, or call and leave a message at 882-2516.

 NOVEMBER MEETING: A HOMELAND VISIT TO INDIA.
Mark and Karen Lassman-Eul have three teenage daughters adopted from India.  Last summer, the family returned to India for a homeland visit.  Come and hear Karen Lassman-Eul give a presentation on their very successful and enjoyable trip, and learn more about the value of taking your children back to their country of origin.
Date: November 12, 2005
Time: 6:30 pm
Place: the Library Center

 

ANNUAL UPDATES FOR UKRAINE
Ukraine is refusing to accept new applications to adopt from Americans because many of the families who have already adopted from Ukraine have not complied with the requirement that they send an annual update on each child’s progress .  Parents adopting from Ukraine made a signed and notarized commitment to send an update every year for the first 3 years, then every three years until age 18.  Parents  in the process now cannot proceed with their adoptions, including Angie Kellett, whose new teenage daughter is anxiously waiting for her in Odessa . If you have adopted from Ukraine, please send in your reports as soon as possible.

 


JANE BROWN’S ADOPTION PLAYSHOPS

 

I am thrilled to announce that one of the most internationally acclaimed adoption educators has accepted our invitation to come to Springfield next year.   International Adoptive Families of Southwest Missouri International will be hosting Jane Brown’s Adoption Playshop here in Springfield, Missouri on the weekend of March 31-April 1, 2006! 

 

We now have over 40 internationally adopted children in our area over the age of 5, and the Board  has been exploring ways to meet the needs of these school-age children and their families.


When I researched programs for  these older children, I found that the most outstanding and effective program in helping these children deal with their adoption issues in the elementary and middle school years is Jane Brown’s Playshops.  These children’s workshops are highly acclaimed and very popular.  She has been invited to present them not only in Canada, but in Australia.  Wherever she has been, she has been begged to return.  The children enjoy the workshops, and the parents are delighted with the gains they make. 

 

Jane Brown’s Playshops are carefully designed and highly effective workshops for children ages 5-13, adopted both domestically and internationally, both transracially and into same-race families, and for their non-adopted siblings.  She works with a group because the children find it easier to express their feelings about adoption in a group of other adopted children who can truly empathize with their experiences and views, and where they can choose how much to share, and how much to participate.  She uses play, with props and puppets and  multi-sensory activities that optimize learning, and are effective for all learning styles to teach them important facts about adoption, and to help them explore their feelings.

 She is assisted by an adult adoptee of color who becomes a positive role model for them of a successful life as an adoptee, and who can share her or his own experiences and reassure them that theirs are normal.

 

Her goals are to help the children gain a deeper understanding of adoption, within a group of empathetic adopted peers; to teach pro-actively the skills they will need to deal with stereotypes of adoption and race, to help them build networks with each other, and to communicate their feelings better to their parents.

 

She has a follow-up session for parents, in which she explains what she and the children did, tells them what changes to expect in their children as a result of the playshop in the next few days and weeks, and how to respond to encourage better communication with them.

 

Here’s what Jane Brown says about the results of the workshop:

 

“Those who attend seem to be able to transfer the skills they learn in Playshops to settings in which they are mostly with non-adopted peers. They also seem to be more open with their parents and to know better how to articulate their thoughts and feelings with their parents after having participated in these group experiences. The Playshops help adopted and non-adopted siblings to understand each other better and to have empathy with their sibling's sometimes complicated role as a member of their family.” 

 

When she visits a city, she arrives on Friday and gives a seminar suitable for all waiting and adoptive parents, no matter the age of their children, on a major issue in parenting adopted children.  All parents whose children are attending the Playshop must attend.  The Adoption Playshops are held on Saturday - and Sunday if the demand is great.  One is for children 5-7, and the other for children 8-13.  The Playshop is 2 hours long, followed by the parent debriefing, while childcare is provided in a different room. There are no more than 20 children per session.  We expect parents familiar with the Playshops  to bring their children from Kansas City, St. Louis and other cities in surrounding areas. 

 

The cost is $40 per child for the Playshop, and $20 for an individual or couple at the parent seminar on the Friday evening.  We expect demand to exceed the number of places available, so we are offering our own members priority in reserving a place for your children.  Then we will open places to all international and domestic families in the region.  As soon as arrangements are finalized regarding location etc, we will send out flyers with reservation forms to all our families. 

 

I am forming a committee to organize this event.  If you are willing to serve on this committee, please contact me as soon as possible.
Jessica 
jgerard95@aol.com, 882-2516

 

Lifebook workshops

Third Friday of every month.  This month, the meeting is on Friday, October 21 at Jessica Gerard's house.  Please call or email if you are coming.  All are welcome, no materials needed to begin!
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