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REFERRALS! 
Congratulations to two families with referrals from China!  Sean and Karen Murray now have a little sister for Kathryn.  Guo Yan Wei is 19 months old, and is waiting at Zhuzhou Children’s Welfare Institute in Hunan Province.  She will be named Elizabeth.

 

Dan and Erica White also have a new baby daughter,  a  little sister for Lucas.  Audrey Anna is waiting for them at Xiu Shan ChongQing Municipality.

 


MAY MEETING: MEDICAL ISSUES IN INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION
Any child adopted internationally is at higher risk of potential medical problems than a child adopted domestically. In many cases, information about the mother’s pregnancy and the birth is  unknown, or inadequate. There are many health risks in the environment and in the orphanage in most countries.  Rickets, intestinal woms, lead poisoning and tuberculosis are all common problems in international adoption, for instance.  

 

There are three stages in the health issues of international adoption.  First is the medical report that accompanies your child’s referral. This may be incomplete, inaccurate or difficult to evaluate, especially if you adopt a special-needs child.  Then there is the health of your child when you  are in the process of adopting, in another country.  How can you evaluate unexpected issues or deal with immediate health issues such as illness?  Then, when you return home, you need to know what tests are necessary as part of the medical evaluation, and why. 

 

At this month’s meeting, Kate Ampleman   family nurse-practitioner at St. Johns, and mother of Connor, adopted from Russia, will be giving a presentation on the medical issues involved in adopting a child from another country. This topic is especially important  for waiting families, but everyone is invited to share their experiences with the health issues they experienced in their adoptions.

 

Date: May 21
Time: 6:30 pm.
Place: the Children’s Story Room, the Library Center.  
Please RSVP Jessica Gerard 882-2516 or jgerard95@aol.com
 

    
JUNE MEETING: PICNIC AND
 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The most popular event of the year, the annual summer picnic, will be held at the pavilion in Phelps Grove, on Saturday June 11, 4-8 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with many other adoptive families, with children from many countries.  

 

 The Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 p.m, and all paid members will be entitled to vote for Board members.  You are also encouraged to sign up to join up to two committees at this meeting.  Committees will include: Eastern European Party, Lunar New Year, and Adoption Fair.

 

The financial year is from June 1 to May 31. 2005-2006 membership dues are $15 per family, and will be due  from June 1, 2005.  You can pay dues at the picnic. Or you can send a check to Don Currence, 1202 E. Melanie Lane, Ozark, MO 65721.

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
We now call for nominations for the positions on the 2005-6 Board of Directors.  Please send your nominations to our Secretary, 
Angie Weldy,
224 Shady Acres Circle
Nixa, MO 65714
725-9873 akweldy@juno.com
 

ONLINE ARTICLES ON ADOPTION
EMK Press has an excellent series of articles about a variety of adoption issues that you can download. All of the authors are highly-respected commentators on adoption

 

ADOPTIVE PARENTING
-tips for promoting attachment in the first year
-post-adoption depression
-adoption’s lifetime issues
-parenting the adopted 5-10 year old
-deciding on whether your child needs therapy       
TRANSRACIAL ADOPTION 
     -preparing our children for racism
      -tips on raising Asian-American children
      - what is transracial adoption?

 

BIRTHPARENT ISSUES
     -Mother’s Day and having two mothers
    - birthmother loss
     -using books to discuss adoption 

 

HOMELAND VISITS
     -when is a child ready?
     -what to include in the first trip
     -visiting the orphanage
Go to http://www.emkpress.com, and click on the guides/ resources tab on the home page. DOCUMENTARIES ABOUT ADOPTION
Our group owns several videos that you can borrow:

 

Tai Li Comes Home
An early “home movie’ style documentary about a single mom who adopts from China.  

 

And Baby Makes Two
A documentary about a group of single women who choose to have children, including one who adopts from China.

 

Daughter from Danang
A Vietnamese adoptee from Operation Babylift goes back to Vietnam to meet her birthfamily, with unexpected and painful outcomes.

 

First Person Plural
A Korean adoptee takes her adoptive parents with her to meet her Korean birthfamily.

 

Good Fortune
A highly-regarded documentary about the issues involved in adoptions from China

 

The Waiting Children
A short documentary, home movie style, on a trip to Russian orphanages
Perspectives on Adoption: International Adoptees tell their Stories
Highly recommended documentary in which Korean and Indian adult adoptees reflect on the realities of growing up in white American families.
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