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REFERRAL!!!ADVANCE \d 7
W

armest congratulations  to Shawn and Ragena Johnson on the referral of their new daughter.  Zhao Wei was born January 11, 2004, and is waiting for them at Yuanling, Hunan Province.  She will be named Natalie Lin. 
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O

ne of the most crucial tasks of raising adopted children is telling them their adoption story.  Why, when, what, and how should parents tell their children  about their adoption?  How do children’s questions about their adoption, and understanding of adoption change as they grow? How do we discuss the difficult topics of birthparents and abandoment?  How do we portray their caregivers and their country?   These are the questions we will discuss at this month’s meeting.  Parents who have already begun the process of telling the adoption story are invited to share their experiences with new parents.  

Date: Saturday, January 29, 2005

Time: 6;30 p.m.

Place: Story Hour Room

The Library Center, Springfield

Directions: Take Campbell Street south of the James River Freeway.  Turn right at the first traffic lights, then right again.  

Please RSVP 882-2516 or  GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ jgerard95@aol.com, if you are planning to attend, and if you can bring refreshments.

FEBRUARY MEETING:

LUNAR NEW YEAR PARTY
B

e sure to mark your calendar now for one of the most popular events of the year, the Lunar New Year Party on February 12.  

The Lunar New Year is an important part of our Asian children’s heritage, celebrated in China, Taiwan, Korea and Vietnam. All families, including relatives and friends, are invited to join in the festivities. If you are considering adopting from Asia, or waiting for a referral,  this will be a  wonderful opportunity to meet adoptive families.   

We will begin with Asian crafts and activities for all ages, then have our annual Group Photograph. We will then enjoy a Chinese buffet luncheon, catered by the China House Family Restaurant of Nixa.  Events after lunch willinclude traditional ribbon dancing and the Dragon Parade. Finally, every child will get the traditional Lucky Envelope.  

Once again, the store will be selling a wide variety of inexpensive items with an Asian theme. If you have Asian books, toys, ornaments, souvenirs, outgrown traditional outfits, etc, please donate them to the store.  This store is a fund-raiser for our group.

Date: Saturday, February 12,              2005

Time: 11 am - 2 pm 

Place: First Baptist Church

1400 W. Jackson St, Ozark 
Cost of the Dinner

  Adults over 18
$6 per person

                       (Includes craft fee) 

  Children 10-18
$4 per child

  Children 5-9
      $3 per child

  Children 0-4
free 

Watch for the flyer in the mail, and send in your reservation as soon as possible!  Pre-registration is required, and reservations for the dinner must be paid in advance.  No email reservations will be accepted this year. All paid reservations must be received by Don Currence by Saturday, February 5.
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MARCH MEETING: HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINAR


I

AF is once again bringing to Springfield the highly-acclaimed Mentoring Moms Seminar, now known as the Heart of the Matter Seminar.  This isis an informative and educational all-day seminar on parenting children adopted from inadequate care.  This seminar provides essential information for all parents waiting to adopt a child from an orphanage, and will help those who are already parenting these children to understand their children’s behaviors and meet their needs. The seminar focuses on children with mild to moderate issues, and the parenting techniques presented are beneficial for any child.  This is an outstanding program, and we urge you to consider attending the seminar.

The seminar will be held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Hammons Heart Center, St John’s Hospital, on Saturday, March 12.  The cost per person is $20, $25 if you register on the day.  This meeting is for adults only, so please make childcare arrangements.  At this time, we are looking for sponsors.  If your business or organization would like to be a sponsor, we will give free admission for two people, and of course publicize the sponsorship in our flyers and brochures. For further information, please contact Jessica: 882-2516,   GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ jgerard95@aol.com
LANGUAGE CLASSES

M

any of us travel to our child’s birth country to adopt.  While you are waiting for your referral or travel dates, you may wish to learn some basics of the language spoken there.  Ozarks Technical Community College offers a number of reasonably-priced non-credit evening classes in foreign languages and cultures useful for adoptive parents.  Courses include Chinese, Spanish and Russian for travelers, and basic and advanced classes.

There are also language classes for children.  These are ideal for older siblings in adoptive families, and for adopted children ready to learn a little of their first language as part of their cultural heritage and identity. They typically include information about children’s lives today in these countries. There are classes in  Russian, Chinese and Spanish

For further information, call 895-7180 or go to otc.edu. You can register by phone, using a credit card.

LUNAR NEW YEAR ITEMS
If you are celebrating Lunar New Year, (February 9), you may want to buy New Year cards, decorations and gifts.  Here are some web sites:

ocdf.org/catalog

chinasprout.com

asiaforkids.com - has links to many Lunar  new year sites.

NEW BOOK!

Finding Happiness: Single Mothers Share Their China Adoption Stories       
from Our Chinese Daughters Foundation
Send check for $16.00 payable to OCDF to PO Box 1243, Bloomington, IL 
61702-1243 USA
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THE SAMOVAR CLUB
T

he Samovar Club is a special free program for children adopted from Russia and former Soviet Slavic states, at the Worldways Children’s Museum in Ballwin, near St. Louis. Four meetings a year celebrate Russian culture with music, dance, storytelling and other Slavic traditions.  The next meeting is on January 15, and the Spring meeting is on March 12  Reservations are required, and space is limited.  To register, call (636) 207-7405, or email  GOTOBUTTON BM_5_ worldways@minstpring.com. If you send your email address, the Worldways staff will send updates about additional workshops and Samovar Club activities. 
ADOPTIVE PARENTING CLASS
C

ox South offers a free class for waiting parents about to adopt their first baby.  The class not only teaches basic infant care but discusses the issues of parenting a newly-adopted baby.  

Date:Tuesday February 10

Time: 6-9 pm

Place: Foster Auditorium, Cox South For further information, call 886-LADY

CHINESE BRUSH PAINTING 

H

ing Wah Hatch is a local artist many of us have met at the Lunar New Year party, the First Night activities for children,  or through her art and culture programs for the Springfield Public Schools.  She is now offering classes for children in Chinese Brush Painting at her studio on E. Commercial Street.  She accepts students from kindergarten age up, and sets class size at a maximum of 4 children, preferably of a similar age.  The classes are $12 per 1 ½ hour lesson.  She arranges the day and time with each group.  Some weeks she has to be in Kansas City, where she teaches too, so classes are only held when she is back in Springfield.   If you are interested, I would suggest you ask around and get a group together, then call to set up the class. For further information, call Hing Wah Hatch at her studio, 873-9552, or email  GOTOBUTTON BM_6_ flyribbon@hotmail.com
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AID TO UKRAINIAN ORPHANS 
A

doptive parents often want to help those children left behind in their child’s country.  Now there is a foundation of volunteers in Ukraine which provides an opportunity for families with children from Ukraine, and others who wish to help Ukrainian orphans to improve the lives of children in Ukraine’s underfunded orphanages.  

The children there have nothing of their own, no clothing, no toys.  For $10 a month, your family can sponsor a child in an orphanage. You can send care packages to your Angel, or securely send 

money online to purchase the items you specify for your child.  The foundation will translate letters between your family and your sponsored child.  All packages are confirmed in email.  The $10 covers the cost of taking the gifts to the orphanage and buying items for the children who are not sponsored.  The foundation also accepts donations  for specific orphanages or supplies like sheets, dishes, medications, medical equipment etc.

For further information, visit the web site,  GOTOBUTTON BM_7_ http://adopt.kiev.ua/ Big Family/Adopt an Angel

or contact Angie Kellet, mother of Jakob from Ukraine,  at kellettgal@yahoo.com


REMINDER


Please return the IAF survey, if you have not done so.  We need as much input as possible as we plan events for the year.  Please contact me if you do not still have a copy of the survey. jgerard95@aol.com








