IAFSWMO February 2005 Newsletter

REFERRALS:
Congratulations to the new parents of four baby girls from China!  
For a second time, two Dillon families, Rick and Jill German and Eric and Tricia Headly will be traveling together to adopt two babies from the same orphanage.  This time, the girls are in Zhangzhou, Fujian Province.  The Germans' daughter, Dang Xin Di, is nine months old, and will be named Allie.  The Headleys' daughter, Dang Xin Qin, is ten months old, and will be named Meisi.
The two Children's Hope International families will also be adopting baby girls from the same orphanage - Fuling SWI in Chongqing Province.  Roger Jones' and Lisa Monileone-Jones' new daughter, Fu Ai Kai, is 9 months old, and will be named Jada.  John and Karen Prescott's daughter, Fu Ai Wei, is 11 months old, and will be named Lily.  Because of the Chinese New Year holiday, these families do not expect to travel for 6-8 weeks.

 

FEBRUARY MEETING: LUNAR NEW YEAR PARTY
Our most popular event of the year will take place on Saturday February 12 at First Baptist Church, Ozark.  All reservations should have been received by this time.  If you wish to make any changes, you must contact Don or Cheta Currence, 581-5225 as soon as possible. 

 

Please remember the earlier starting time of 11 a.m.   Besides the usual craft activities and group ribbon dancing and Parade, we will have
 *performance by four of Hing Wah Hatch's students
 *the Store, stocked with lots of inexpensive and irresistible items
 * the Half the Sky Nanny fundraiser
 * Cheryl Li is selling beautiful little Chinese  children's story books
 * sign up for Hing Wah Hatch's art classes
 
We still need:

 

-Items to sell at the store.  If you have souvenirs, toys, books, clothing etc from China, Korea and Vietnam that you no longer want, please donate them to the store, preferably before 11 am on the 12th.

 

- volunteers to work 30 minute shifts at the store.  Please call or email Sheri Biser about volunteering, 887-9167 (home) or 862-2022 (work), or sdbiser@msn.com.

 

- rides for our Chinese student guests at Drury College.  If you live near there, or on the north side of town, and would be willing to bring a student or two to the event, please contact Jessica Gerard, 882-2516, or jgerard95@aol.com.

 

MARCH MEETING:
HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINAR 
The March meeting is the single most important program our support group offers to families and professionals involved in international adoption.  In the recent survey, the special needs of post-institutionalized children was the top concern of parents.  This meeting gives you the information and parenting skills you will need to meet your adopted child's needs.  This seminar is not only for waiting parents, but for those who have already adopted, and who may not understand the causes of some of their children's behaviors and issues.   We urge everyone to take advantage of this opportunity
  
Children adopted from orphanages are at risk for attachment, cognitive and physical problems, and their parents need to be prepared for these potential issues.   We are very fortunate that this outstanding program is available to us in Southwest Missouri.  Heart of the Matter is an informative and educational all-day seminar on parenting children adopted from inadequate care.  This seminar provides essential information for all parents waiting to adopt a child from an orphanage, and will help those who are already parenting these children to understand their children's behaviors and meet their needs. The seminar focuses on children with mild to moderate issues, and the parenting techniques presented are beneficial for any child. 

 

The seminar will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Hammons Heart Center, on Saturday, March 12.  The cost per person is $20, $25 if you register on the day.  This meeting is for adults only, so please make childcare arrangements.

 

HEART OF THE MATTER SEMINAR
 Registration form:
 name                                                
 address ____________________________
____________________________________
 phone _________
 email __________ 
 
 Please check all that apply:
 __ pre-adoptive parent
 __ adoptive parent
 __ foster care
 __ professional
 __ other: please specify_________

 

 Agency name__________________

 

 Please check the age child that you plan to adopt   or have adopted:
 __ infant __ toddler __ preschool
 __ school

 

 Fee: $20 per person
 Send form with check payable to          International Adoptive Families
 postmarked by March 5 to

 

 Don Currence
 1202 E. Melanie Lane  
 Ozark, MO 65721

 

FIRST STEPS PROGRAM BEING ELIMINATED
Missouri governor Matt Blunt is planning to eliminate the First Steps Program because it has expanded 12% and is, in his view, too expensive.  First Steps is the state-funded program which provides crucial early intervention developmentally delayed children age 1-3.  For many developmental tasks, there is a window of opportunity that is only open in these first three years, and children who do not get help to catch up in these first critical months and years will never be able to advance as well. One reason the program has expanded is doubtless because families of internationally adopted children are getting the help they need to overcome the developmental delays of prematurity and institutionalization.  Some of our adopted babies are seriously developmentally delayed, and need expert evaluation and therapy in order to overcome these problems. Governor Blunt evidently assumes that Parents as Teachers can take over this task, but parent educators do not have the specialized skills and training of the therapists at First Steps.  It is the parent educators who refer the children to First Steps.  If Missouri eliminates this program, we will be the only state without an early intervention program of ages 0-3. 

 

If your child has been in the First Steps Program, please let your state representative and senator know how beneficial this program was for him or her.  To find your legislators, go to www.senate.mo.gov , enter your zip code plus 4 digit at "Legislator Look-up.

 

If you would like to sign a petition asking Governor Blunt to reconsider his plan to eliminate the First Steps program, go to
http://petitiononline.com/1ststeps/petition.html
 

MUTLICULTURAL ART
Multi-cultural Exhibition until Feb 13 at the Springfield Art Museum of paintings, pottery, sculpture etc includes Chinese, Russian, Spanish, African, Mexican and Korean art.    Free.  Hours 9-5 Tuesday and Wednesday, 9-8 Thursday, 9-5 Friday and Saturday, 1-5 Sunday.

 

WEB SITE

Our domain name for our web site, iafswmo.org, should be appearing soon.  We need to make a directory of resources for adoptive families in Southwest Missouri.  If you can recomment a pediatrician, readoption lawyer, therapist for developmental delays, language learning, hearing problems etc, please let me know their names for our directory.  Email jgerard95@aol.com.

PHOTO ALBUM

Many families send me their referral photo.  I would like to make an album for our group to enjoy at meetigns, of referral photos and a more recent photo, one page per child.  Some countries, like Russia, don't have referral photos - please send me an early one and a more recent one. 
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