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REFERRAL!!

Congratulations to Russ and Tina Conyers, on the referral of their new daughter, Gang Chun Lei, born May 29 2004, and waiting for them in Mao Gang, Guangdong Province, China. She will be named Lily Wei.

WELCOME HOME!

Join us at the Springfield-Branson Airport on Wednesday, April 13 to welcome home from China John and Karen Prescott and their new daughter Lily. They will be on flight #6819 United from Chicago, arriving at 9:40pm.

APRIL MEETING: CELEBRATING OUR EASTERN EUROPE HERITAGE

Our May meeting is our first big event focusing on the heritage of our children from Eastern Europe. Silver Dollar City’s has very generously permitted their International Festival performers from Ukraine to come to our party and perform traditional music and dance for our children. We will have numerous Russian and Ukrainian toys and games and crafts for all ages. There will be a store, too, selling Eastern European trinkets, toys and books.

Everyone is invited to attend this fun and festive event. We ask each family to bring a dish from Eastern Europe for a potluck supper. We offer the opportunity to make a small donation to the Ukraine group in appreciation of their visit. Also, we are collecting essential items to help the children in Odessa and Borzna. Please bring donations of any of the following items

-
used (in good condition) or new clothing and shoes for 2-3 year olds

-
school supplies

- games like puzzles or board games not needing English reading skills, like chess or checkers (used is fine if complete and in excellent condition) IAF will package and send these to the Big Family Charity Foundation.

The event will be on a Monday or Tuesday evening, but date and location have yet to be arranged, because we need to coordinate with the planners of the International Festival.

If your family has adopted from Eastern Europe and has any traditional items, especially decorations and music, that you could lend us for this party, or can help is please contact Jessica Gerard jgerard95@aoLcom.

MAY MEETING: MEDICAL ISSUES IN INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

Kate Ampleman, Board member, mother of Connor, adopted from Russia, and family nurse-practitioner at St. Johns, will be giving a presentation on the medical issues involved in adopting a child from another country:

how to evaluate the referral medical report, your child’s health when you meet him or her, and how to deal with medical problems while abroad, then what medical tests are needed when you return home.

Date:
May 21

Time:
6:30 pm.

Place:
the Children’s Story Room, the Library Center

HERITAGE CAMPS

It’s the time of year again to start making plans for the summer. Many adoptive families include heritage camp. These are summer camps for either the adopted children, or the whole family. Most, but not all, camps, are for one specific country of origin, where children from that country gather to learn about their heritage with games, arts and crafts, foods, dance, music etc, and explore their common experience of adoption. A few camps offer a multi-cultural experience. Adoption experts, and families who have attended these camps strongly recommend them for building your child’s positive self-image and self-esteem. Heritage camp is an opportunity for internationally adopted children to experience a week of being among others just like themselves. Some camps accept families with children as young as 3, but many families wait until their children are school-age. There are culture camps for children from China, India, Korea, Latin America, Russia and Vietnam. The two most well-known are:

Colorado Heritage Camps

All-family camps for children of all ages and their parents, include: China, India, Philippines, Korea, Latin America, Russia and Vietnam. Some camps in Denver, others at Snow Mountain Ranch, Winter Park. For more information see their web site, http//www.heritagecampSPrg or write Colorado Heritage Camps do Pam Sweetster, Executive Director2052 Elm St. Denver, CO 80207

Holt Heritage Camps

Focus on Korean heritage.

Located in Nebraska, New Jersey and Oregon

For school age children 9-15 only, not families

For further information, the web site is http://www.hoItifltlorg/camp~itmiOr contact Holt International P.O. Box 2880 Eugene, OR 97402

Ph. (541)683-6175

WORLD FEST AT SILVER DOLLAR CITY

For a multi-cultural experience close to home, don’t forget Silver Dollar City’s annual International Festival, which features performers from many countries, including, perhaps, your child’s country of origin. From many countries come performers, craftsmen and cuisine. In the World-Fest Parade at noon, costumed performers present a sample of their ethnic dance, music and entertainment, and there is a similar parade at closing time. Folk groups teach their ethnic dances in the Carousel Barn.

World-Fest runs April 7 — May 15, with the park offering Family Spring Break Days on select dates in March and early April. During World-Fest, the park is open Wednesdays through Sundays, 10:00 am. to 6:00 p.m., and 9:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays. For festival information, schedules and tickets, call 1-800-831-4FUN. For further information, also check the web site at wwwiJy~rdpii~rc1tyscm

“Tell Me Another”: Tales to Celebrate Our Multicultural Heritage. A Storytelling Series Presented by the SMSU Libaries. On Tuesday April 5, Fran Stallings will be telling Asian American tales.  The program will begin at 7:00 pm, in Plaster Student Union, Room 313. The events are free and open to the public. A reception follows each program. Free parking will be available in the visitors’ parking lot at National and Monroe, Lot 13. For further information, , contact Dr J.B. Petty at 836-4529, or visit http:..Iibary.smsu.edu/events.

DOLLHOUSE FOR LOAN

Many adopted children explore their adoption story through imaginative play. Experts regard adoption-related play as an important and helpful way for children to express their feelings and concerns about their adoption, and as a means for observing and participating parents to learn more about how their children think and feel about adoption. Parents are often surprised and disturbed about what is revealed during adoption play, but they can join in, to help their child deal with adoption issues.

I have a fully-furnished wooden dolihouse with a Chinese family, including a baby, a black family with two children, and a white family, that has proved ideal for giving children an opportunity to act out various adoption scenarios, and for parents to use dolls to present the adoption story. If you feel your child would benefit by having this dollhouse to play with, you are very welcome to borrow it. You can add more dollhouse dolls to match your own family by purchasing a mother, father, grandfather, grandmother, sister or brother from hearthsong.com.. Please let me know if you would like to borrow it, by calling 882-2516, or email jgerard95~aol .com.
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