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WELCOME HOME !!!
Warmest congratulations to Justin and Cathy Semerad on their new daughter.  They recently returned home with their second child from Colombia, a baby girl named Sofia Marie, a little sister for Joseph.  Sofia was born on April 14, and they got her referral in mid-July.  They stayed in Colombia from August 8 to September 14 to complete the adoption.  

 

Cathy says that as fewer infants are now available for international adoption in Colombia, the wait is almost 3 year - there is a waiting list of about 18 months to start the process of adoption, then between 12-18 months wait for a referral.  She would be happy to talk about adopting from Colombia with interested families - contact Jessica Gerard for her phone number and email address. 
  
NOVEMBER MEETING: International Banquet and Show
This month, we will meet at the annual SMSU International students' International Banquet and Show.  This is the simply the best multi-cultural event in Springfield, and a wonderful opportunity to enjoy your child's culture and many others.  

 

The students prepare a delicious banquet of traditional dishes from their countries, then put on an evening of entertainment: fashion shows, dance, singing, acrobatics, and other traditional performances from their country.  
As the wait for the meal is lengthy, and the wait for the performance to begin is even longer, this event is not recommended for young children unless you know they can handle these waits well.  

 

Families with children adopted from a particular country often like to join in the spirit of the evening by dressing up in traditional costume, but it is certainly not compulsory.  This is a wonderful opportunity to meet young people from your children's country, so do feel free to sit wherever you wish, not just with our group.  
Time: 6:00 p.m
Date: Saturday, November 13
Place: Plaster Student Union Ballroom
Southwest Missouri State University

 

General Admission: $15
Students: $10
Tickets sold at Carrington Hall 302, and Strong Hall 251 from 8 am to 5 pm, and at the AIS Ticket Booth, Plaster Student Union 2nd floor, 11 am to 3 pm.

 

For further information contact International Student Services, 836-6618, or ais@smsu.edu
 

 

 


NATIONAL ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH
November is National Adoption Awareness Month. There are many more ways your own family can observe this month:

 

*  donate a favorite adoption-related book to your child's day care, or school library, or to the public  library

 

*  donate altar flowers at your house of worship in celebration of the families with adopted children in your congregation, or in honor of the children still waiting for forever families in many countries

 

*  subscribe to an adoption magazine for your  pediatrician's waiting room

 

*  subscribe to Adoptive Families through our  organization so our group gets the $5 donation

 

*  sign up to be a buddy family for a waiting family

 

*  invite a waiting family to visit

 

*  go to the airport to welcome a returning family

 

*  donate to an international adoption charity, especially to a program in your child's country

 

* become a sponsor of a waiting child: Holt and several other programs offer this opportunity

 

* speak to your child's class, church group or to another group about adoption or international  adoption.  

 

FREE ADOPTION  POSTER
Families for Russian and Ukrainian Adoption  sponsors an annual "Forever Families  Through   Adoption" poster to commemorate National  Adoption Awareness Month. The poster of children's Artwork is designed for families to color and take to be displayed at schools, churches, libraries, businesses etc. You can print out a small poster or order a big one at http://frua.org.

 

ADOPTION CELEBRATION!!
Lutheran Family and Children's Services will hold an Adoption Celebration at Messiah Lutheran Church, 925 E. Seminole, Springfield, on Sunday November 14, at 3:30-5:45 pm.  They will be celebrating all families touched by adoption, and will have a candle lighting ceremony at 5;30 pm.  
For further information, call 862-1972
